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The County Development Plan 
is a document that sets out the 
overall strategy and vision for the 
proper planning and sustainable 
development of the county over the 
six year plan period. 

The Plan has been prepared in 
the context of the framework of 
national and regional strategies and 
guidelines, and must be prepared in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended). 

The Plan consists of a written 
statement and accompanying 
maps. The County Development 
Plan is a material consideration in 
making decisions on future planning 
applications.

visit www.rosdevplan.ie

About the County 
Development Plan
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1 Landscape Character Assessment 
of County Roscommon

1.1 Introduction

The purpose of undertaking a landscape character assessment is to 
provide a technical background for the Planning Authority to formulate 
the appropriate landscape policy objectives for County Roscommon. 

1 Under Section 261 of the Planning and Development Act (2000) as amended, the Planning Authority are retrospectively 
granting permission to existing sites or requiring them to apply for planning permission.

Policy objectives strive to achieve a balance 
between the proactive need to accommodate 
change, optimising of landscape aesthetics and 
due reflection of the sensitivity of various landscape 
(including social and economic) related values, 
involving:

 g The conservation and enhancement of the 
landscape diversity, character and quality of 
the county;

 g Protection of sensitive areas from 
development that would detract from or be 
injurious to the amenity of the area;

 g Provision for development and change 
that would benefit the economy of the 
county, including the rural economy while 
protecting and enhancing the landscape;

 g Identification of suitable ‘working’ 
landscapes where there is potential to 
accommodate development.

Development types which most commonly occur 
in the rural areas of the county include: 

 g Housing (including housing in existing 
settlements, as well as single rural dwellings 
developed in accordance with National 
Policy Objective 19 of the Project Ireland 
2040 – National Planning Framework);

 g Agricultural buildings and rural based 
enterprise proposals; 

 g Extractive industry; 1

 g Renewable energy projects (which have 
predominantly related to wind energy, but 
with evidence of other types of renewable 
energy generation, such as solar farms, 
coming to the fore in recent years; and

 g Afforestation. 

4 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-20274



1.2 What is Landscape Character 
Assessment?

Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is a study of a given landscape to 
ascertain its ‘character’. Landscape character is the combination of physical, 
as well as perceived aspects of the landscape. 

2 Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2000), Draft Landscape and Landscape Assessment 
Guidelines.

3 The Countryside Agency and the Scottish Natural Heritage (2002), Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England 
and Scotland.

4 Part II, s10 (2)(e) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
5 https://www.coe.int/en/web/landscape

Landscape character maps and an accompanying 
document with descriptions and recommendations 
is the end product of the assessment process. The 
aim of the County Roscommon LCA is to provide a 
tool to assist in the formulation of landscape related 
planning policy in order to guide development to 
the most appropriate locations in the county and 
to aid the planning application decision making 
process.

There are two stages in the LCA process. The first 
is ‘characterisation’ and the second is ‘making of 
judgements’ about landscape character.

1.2.1 Definition of 
‘Landscape’
Landscape is generally understood to be a 
combination of the physical, the ‘seen’, the cultural 
and the perceived elements that merge together 
to form the general character of an area. Landscape 
has been defined as:

All that is visible when looking across areas 
of land2

The relationship between people and 
place… The term does not mean just special 
or designated landscapes and it does 
not apply to the countryside… It results 
from the way different components of our 
environment – both natural and cultural – 
interact together and are perceived by us3;

Landscape means an area, as perceived 
by people, whose character is the result of 
the action and interaction of natural and/or 
human factors.

1.2.2 Why prepare a 
Landscape Character 
Assessment?
The Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended)4 requires that development plans 
include objectives for the ‘the preservation of 
the character of the landscape’, in the interests 
of proper planning and sustainable development.

The European Landscape Convention (ELC)5, 
which Ireland ratified in 2002, requires signatories 
to assess and map their landscapes, in the interest 
of wider European landscape planning and 
sustainable development.

1.2.3 Landscape Character 
Assessment – Methodology
A detailed process to prepare a Landscape 
Character Assessment of County Roscommon 
was undertaken as part of the preparation of the 
previous Roscommon County Development Plan. 
The methodology used and the recommendations 
which arose in respect of landscape character 
remain largely applicable at the present time and 
for the forthcoming period of the new Roscommon 
County Development Plan (RCDP) 2021 – 2027. 
Relatively low levels of development have been 
proposed in many areas of the county over the 
period of the RCDP 2014 – 2020 and therefore the 
landscape across significant extents of the county 
has remained largely unaltered by the imposition 
of built development.
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This Landscape Character Assessment has 
been prepared to inform and accompany the 
Roscommon County Development Plan 2021 – 2027 
and essentially accepts the methodology used 
to prepare the previous LCA. The previous LCA is 
therefore being used as a basis, and following the 
outcome of survey work undertaken throughout 
the county in 2020, this current Landscape 
Character Assessment has been updated to identify 
the ‘forces of change’ which have occurred in 
recent years and to recommend a policy approach 
to deal with the likely changes which may occur as 
part of the strategic development of the county in 
accordance with national and regional planning 
policy during the new Plan period.

1.2.4 LCA Stage 1: 
Characterisation6

Characterisation was the first stage of the process. 
The initial work was a desk study to ascertain 
from existing available information, with the use 
of Geographic Information Systems (GIS), the 
landform and landcover of a given landscape. 
Other aspects such as environmental designations 
and recorded monuments were also taken into 
account. Following the production of initial draft 
maps of the character areas and character types, 
field work was then conducted to ‘ground truth’ 
the maps, following which refinements were made 
to the maps where necessary.

6 Undertaken as part of the preparation of the originally prepared LCA. Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character 
Areas identified from that process remain applicable for the new Plan period.

7 The Countryside Agency and the Scottish Natural Heritage (2002), Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England 
and Scotland.

Landscape Character Type
Landscape Character Types are 
distinct landscapes that are relatively 
homogeneous in character. They are 
generic in nature in that they may occur 
in different areas in different parts of the 
country, but wherever they occur they 
broadly share similar combinations of 
geology, topography, drainage patterns, 
vegetation, historical land use and 
settlement pattern. For example drumlins 
and mountain moorlands are recognisable 
and distinct landscape character types7.

Landscape Character Areas
Landscape Character Areas are unique, 
geographically-specific areas of a 
particular landscape type. Each has its 
own individual character and identity, 
even though it shares the same generic 
characteristics with other areas of the 
same type. This distinction is reflected in 
the naming of types and areas - Landscape 
Character Types have generic names, while 
Landscape Character Areas are based on 
the names of specific places.

6 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-20276
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1.2.5 LCA Stage 2: 
Classification
Note: As part of the preparation of this updated 
Landscape Character Assessment, all classifications 
of Landscape Character Type and Landscape 
Character Areas was re-assessed at desk to level, 
and followed up with fieldwork.

Desk Reviews
The classifications previously devised by Landscape 
Consultants engaged by Roscommon County 
Council (RCC) in the course of previous County 
Development Plan work were reviewed at desk 
top level in 2020 by RCC planning officials.

Assessment
Planning officials re-assessed landscape quality, 
and secondly re-examined the location of scenic 
views and scenic routes and identified areas in 
which development was permitted in areas where 
it had the potential to alter the landscape character. 
Detailed analysis was undertaken, including the 
map based preparation, as part of the review of 
landscape designations.

Field Work
Planning officials undertook field studies as part 
of the re-assessment of the landscape throughout 
the entire county, including an updated appraisal 
of scenic routes and scenic views and judging 
the “on the ground” impact on the landscape of 
developments which had occurred during the 
past Plan period.

Landscape Value Map
Landscape Character Maps were assessed under 
the criterion set out below:

 g Distinctiveness – A landscape that is highly 
distinctive from its surrounds, and easily 
identifiable in its own right (for example, 
Drumlin Lakelands in the north east of the 
county);

 g Quality – Landscapes of very high quality 
and which are in good condition tend to be 
highly valued (for example, Lough Key Forest 
Park);

 g Rarity – Whether at a national or 
international level (Rathcroghan 
archaeological site is such a case);

 g Representativeness – Areas which represent 
a particularly good example of a given 
landscape type that it is highly valued (for 
example, esker landscapes, in the south).

It should be noted that landscape value can be a 
mixture of criteria that combine to make an area 
special.

Regarding the classification of landscape value, 
the following four levels apply to the landscape of 
County Roscommon:

 g Exceptional Value

 g Very High Value

 g High Value

 g Moderate Value

Those landscapes of Exceptional Value tend to be 
generally sensitive to forces of change and as such 
there may be a need for a more restrictive approach 
to development in such areas. Landscapes of 
Moderate Value, on the other hand, tend to be 
less sensitive and are therefore more tolerant of 
change.

77Landscape Character Assessment
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1.2.6 LCA Stage 3: 
Landscape Policies and 
Recommendations
The third stage of the process involved combining 
the physical and perceived elements of landscape 
character and interpreting these with regard to 
built development, essentially to determine how 
sensitive the landscape character areas as they 
now exist are, to future built development. The 
36 Landscape Character Areas identified in the 
original Landscape Character Assessment for 
County Roscommon were determined through the 
re-assesment process to remain applicable. The 
attributes of each Landscape Character Area in set 
out in Section 4 of this document, together with 
updated recommendations for each of these areas.

8 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-20278
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2 Objectives and Guidelines

2.1 Introduction

The detailed desk and field study analysis undertaken in the preparation of 
the original Roscommon Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) together 
with the recent field survey and review work has shaped this updated 
Landscape Character Assessment and has identified qualities and unique 
attributes of Co. Roscommon. 

This LCA will help to ensure built development 
will have regard to the surrounding landscape. 
By integrating new development sensitively, with 
regard for landscape character, a strong sense of 
place will be maintained and the quality of life of 
the resident community in County Roscommon 
will be improved.

10 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-202710



2.2 Opportunities presented by the unique 
landscape character of County Roscommon

The landscape of the county offers many opportunities for sustainable 
development, both in a rural and urban context, in line with the overarching 
policy objectives of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Northern and Western Region. 

Opportunities identified in County Roscommon, 
owing to its unique landscape include:

1. The mix of towns and villages within the 
county, which are serviced with appropriate 
infrastructure to facilitate development 
within the urban footprint, in a sustainable 
and consolidated approach to land use.

2. The heritage quality of towns such as 
Roscommon, Boyle and Elphin. Such 
towns are highly valued and viewed as 
an opportunity to provide a quality living 
environment, if developed sensitively.

3. The opportunity to accommodate change 
in certain landscape types in the county 
without compromising the landscape. 
Landscape Character Types such as Drumlin 
Lakeland, Wet Farmland and Bog and 
Farmland Complex can often absorb the 
impact of new development due to their 
visual complexity, created by variation in 
both landform and landcover.

4. The mix of rare landscape features 
including bogs, turloughs, callows and 
eskers which create a unique character to 
County Roscommon and provide a valuable 
opportunity for geo-tourism.

5. The considerable extent of waterways 
including rivers, turloughs, wetlands and 
fens, offering a rich and varied resource, 
and including sites of significant ecological 
importance and scenic value. Some features 
have considerable potential for fishing and 
tourism development.

6. Remnants of earlier settlements at 
Rathcroghan, Tulsk, Rindoon and the various 
O’Connor’s castles providing a sense of 
continuity to the county.

7. Areas of agriculture, forestry and bog land 
that offer sustainable resources for rural 
related enterprise.

8. Popular tourism destinations throughout 
the county provide evidence of the potential 
to develop a strong tourism offering within 
the county.

9. Renewable energy projects are feasible in 
various locations within the county, with 
some areas being conducive to commercial 
scale wind energy projects due to landform 
and wind speeds, while other renewable 
technologies such as solar farms are 
adoptable to a wide range of landscape 
areas without compromising the character 
of such areas.

10. Opportunities to improve degraded areas, 
and the potential to develop an economy of 
small scale rural enterprise and tourism.

1111Landscape Character Assessment
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2.3 Consideration of General  
Landscape Objectives

2.3.1 Influences

Valued Landscapes
Studies undertaken in the preparation of the 
original LCA identified a number of special places 
within County Roscommon. It is considered 
that the quality of those landscapes continue 
to merit special attention over the period of the 
Roscommon County Development Plan 2021- 
2027 and beyond. Some of the most highly valued 
landscapes include:

 g Lough Key Forest Park and surrounding area, 
including Boyle and the Curlew Mountains;

 g Rathcroghan archeological complex;

 g The Shannon and Suck river corridors, 
which flow in a north-south direction on 
the eastern and western side of the county 
respectively;

 g Roscommon town and surrounding areas, 
including Skrine Hill to the south, due to its 
unusual geology;

 g Castlerea bogland area, which retains a 
unique sense of isolation and tranquility. 
This has been highlighted in the past by the 
public as a quality that needed protection 
as a distinctive feature of the landscape in 
Roscommon.

 g The esker belts, which are sensitive to some 
activites, in particular quarrying.

Section Four of this Landscape Character 
Assessment describes each character type and 
character area in detail, highlighting the key 
physical, cultural and ecological features. Each 
section will recommend ways in which the 
landscape quality can be protected by appropriate 
strategies for development. There are also a 
number of other drivers of change that will need to 
be considered, particularly in relation to the natural 
environment of the county, which is mapped and 
described in Section Four of this document.
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3.1 Introduction

The outcome of a planning application depends on the receiving environment, 
the type of development proposed and any associated mitigation to assist 
in assimilating it into the receiving environment.

Development types commonly proposed in 
planning applications in County Roscommon, 
which have the potential to significantly alter the 
landscape, include:

 g Housing;

 g Agricultural buildings and rural enterprise 
proposals;

 g Renewable energy developments; and

 g Extractive industry activities.

Forestry is recognised as a further development 
activity that has the potential to significantly alter 
the landscape. However, the majority of forestry 
operations are exempt from a requirement to 
obtain planning permission and are instead 
regulated by license processes administered by the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
Notwithstanding the consent regime, it remains 
appropriate to discuss forestry in the overall context 
of Landscape Character Assessment.

Where the analysis of a character area highlights 
particular issues relating to the assimilation of 
various types of development, recommendations 
are noted within the individual Landscape 
Character Area descriptions.

This LCA provides the requisite information to assist 
in the assessment and determination of planning 
applications and as such will continue to be an 
integral element of the development management 
process during the lifetime of the Roscommon 
County Development Plan 2021 - 2027.

3 Landscape Approach to  
Managing Development
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3.2 Housing

In line with the overarching strategic policy objectives of the NPF and RSES, 
more consolidated residential development within the existing settlements 
will support a strong urban structure, which is essential to the economic 
wellbeing of the county. 

Chapter Three of the Development Plan addresses 
housing, with the strategic aim to facilitate the 
sustainable growth of housing within the towns, 
villages and other rural settlements throughout the 
county. In line with the NPF and RSES, facilitating 
opportunities for consolidation and compact 
development within the existing settlements is 
a central principle of the Plan.

In the context of design and assimilation, which is 
of primary relevance to this LCA, the Plan aims to 
ensure that rural housing proposals demonstrate 
site specific design solutions in terms of siting, 
design, material finishes and landscaping, and 
which will result in developments that integrate 
into and reflect and enhance local landscape 
character. Increased emphasis will be placed on 
adherence to the principles set out in the County 
Roscommon Rural Design Guidelines during the 
lifetime of the County Development Plan.

3.3 Agricultural Buildings and  
Rural Enterprise Proposals

Consideration of the landscape impact of agricultural and other related rural 
buildings shall have regard to the Landscape Character Area, particularly in 
the context of a potential impacts on Scenic Routes and Scenic Views, as well 
as those locations near features of visual and amenity attraction, such as lakes 
and water courses, as well as areas of strong cultural heritage.

It is recognised that mitigation measures to 
minimise the impact of farm buildings in rural 
areas can include the provision of screening 
and shelter belts composed principally of native 
species. The visual impact of farm buildings can 
also be minimised by choice of building material 
and colours. Cladding, which is accepted as being 
widely used in the construction of agricultural 
buidings, can comprise dark colours (such as dark 
green or grey), with matt finishes which reduce 
their visual impact.

1515Landscape Character Assessment

3. Landscape Approach to Managing Development



3.4 Extractive Industry

It is accepted that extractive activity is wholly location dependent i.e. is resource 
based and can only be worked where the resources occur. In accepting this 
and recognising the importance of the industry to the economy of the county, 
the Landscape Character Assessment is a key tool to assist in the assessment 
of proposals for extractive industries. 

The visual impact of quarries upon the landscape 
can be significant and mitigation measures must 
be sufficiently robust to ensure that the activity 
does not irreparably damage the attributes of any 
particular Landscape Character Area. Potential 
mitigation measures include:

 g Existing landscape features (such as hills and 
trees) as well as additional screen planting 
can be used to screen extractive industry 
development.

 g Landscaped mounds, sometimes using 
topsoil and overburden from the aggregate 
workings, can be constructed to screen 
excavations area, plant or attenuation ponds.

 g The restoration process of a ‘worked-
out quarry’ can include design, initial 
landscaping works, soil spreading, final 
landform construction and aftercare. 
Depending on the proposed use, aftercare 
can involve fertilising, planting, construction 
of pathways, vegetation maintenance 
and an ongoing long-term commitment 
to the restored land. For successful 
restoration, steps should be taken at every 
stage, from design through operation to 
decommissioning of the quarry facility, to 
ensure that restoration is integrated into the 
process.

3.4.1 Eskers
Eskers are long narrow sinuous ridges of sand 
and gravel that typically formed in sub glacial 
river channels during the ice age. They have a 
significant eco-system, having unique landscape 
features. The Castlesampson Esker, to the west 
of Athlone, is a designated Natura 2000 site – 
Castlesampson Esker Special Area of Conservation 
- and is considered one of the best examples of 
eskers in County Roscommon. Other eskers of 
particular note in County Roscommon in LCA 24 
are seen from Garranlahan.

16 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-202716
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3.5 Renewable Energy Developments

Whilst the range of renewable energy developments has expanded considerably 
in recent years, with initiatives such as commercial scale solar farms etc. 
becoming more prevalent, wind energy nonetheless remains the most 
frequently proposed. 

It is also the renewable energy type which has 
the most significant impact on the landscape 
when developed. Wind data studies indicate 
that large areas of County Roscommon meet 
technical requirements for the development of 
wind turbine sites. The Renewable Energy Strategy 
(RES) primarily addresses windfarm development.

This Landscape Character Assessment provides 
information on character area which have 
the potential to accommodate wind energy 
developments and recommendations are included, 
where relevant, to address the visual, cultural and 
environmental impacts of applications for wind 
turbines should they arise.

The Renewable Energy Strategy has been informed 
by the recommendations set out within this LCA 
regarding wind energy developments, which are 
recognised as having potential for a significant 
impact upon the landscape of Co. Roscommon.

1717Landscape Character Assessment
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3.6 Forestry

As noted in Section 3.1, forestry activity is largely exempt from the provisions 
of the planning system and is instead subject to licensing regimes overseen 
by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

Irrespective of the consent regime, afforestation 
activity has the potential to dramatically alter the 
landscape of many rural areas, but alongside this 
forestry has a significant and positive contribution 
to make towards achieving climate action targets.

The Department of Agriculture’s annual Forest 
Statistics Report (2019) shows there are just over 
28,000 hectares (11.1%) of afforested lands in Co. 
Roscommon. Forestry related initiatives such as 
afforestation and preservation of natural forests, 
collectively serve to reduce carbon dioxide levels 
and have a positive impact upon climate change.

The NPF highlights the signif icant role that 
forestry will play in achieving a reduction in 
CO2 emissions and helping to achieve binding 
climate action targets. Afforestation, avoided 
deforestation (natural forests) and improved 
forestation management are recognised as the 
most feasible land use related climate mitigation 
options available to Ireland. The Climate Action 
Plan 2019 aims to increase national afforestation 
rates to an average of 8,000 hectares per year, in 
order to reach a national forestry land-cover target 
of 18% by 2050. Having regard to the foregoing, 
it is anticipated that afforestation will increase 
throughout Co. Roscommon over the lifetime 
of this Plan and potentially beyond, which will 
give rise to changes in the landscape. Having 
regard to important role forestry plays and the 
national recognition that afforestation is the most 
significant mitigation option that is available to 
Ireland’s land use sector, followed by avoided 
deforestation and improved forest management, 
it is important to facilitate such proposals provided 
they accord with the principles of orderly and 
sustainable development.
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Landscape Assessment Study4

4.1 Introduction

In this section the results of the updated landscape assessment are 
presented both in map form and in written description. The base maps 
demonstrate the amalgamation of various ‘layers’ of analysis, including 
analysis of elevation and landform, land cover, nature designations, historical 
landscapes and wind speeds. 

The second tranche of maps demonstrates the 
location of both Landscape Character Types 
and Landscape Character Areas, as well as a 
classification of landscape value. A map is also 
included indicating the location of Scenic Routes 
and Scenic Views (Appendix 1).

In addition to the overall visual concepts conveyed 
in map form, this section also includes a description 
of each of the 36 Landscape Character Areas 
in the county. The descriptions focus on the 
key characteristics of each LCA, followed by a 
discussion regarding landscape value and forces 
of change and concluding with area specif ic 
recommendations.

4.2 GIS Analysis and Desk Study Mapping  
of County Roscommon

Key maps prepared as part of this study are described below.

4.2.1 Landform and Elevation
The Landform and Elevation Map of Landscape 
Character Areas presents a computer generated 
3D model of the landform of County Roscommon. 
It summarises the key landform characteristics of 
the county including:

 g Upland areas in the extreme northeast and 
northwest, as well as a ridge of high ground 
in the mid-east region;

 g Distinct rolling drumlin hills and lakeland 
extending from the northeast in a 
southwesterly direction;

 g Low lying areas and river corridors along the 
eastern and western boundaries;

 g Elevated plateaus and low undulating hills 
located in the centre region; and

 g Finger-like esker ridges located mostly in the 
south of the county, but also found in the 
northwest and the east.
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Figure 1: Landform & Elevation Map of Landscape Character Areas
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4.2.2 Landcover
The Landform and Elevation Map presents what 
might be considered as the ‘skeleton’ of the 
landscape upon which the ‘skin’ or land cover 
is draped. The Landcover Map of Landscape 
Character Areas (below) demonstrates some of 
the key characteristics of the land cover. Some of 
the key attributes include:

 g Predominantly dry grassland landcover 
in the centre of the county- this generally 
reflects the well draining pure limestone 
bedrock geology of the area. However, 
patches of reclaimed blanket bog are 
interspersed throughout, indicating that soil 
conditions are somewhat limiting in terms of 
crop production;

 g Landcover patterns in the northwest, 
northeast and mid-east of the county, 
comprising mainly of bogland (including 
raised bog and reclaimed raised bog) as 
well as wet grasslands. These areas are more 
marginal in terms of agricultural production 
and are a product of both landform and the 
underlying bedrock geology, which includes 
muddy limestone as well as sandstones and 
mudstones.

 g River corridors define the eastern, southern 
and western boundaries of the county 
and typically comprise of a combination 
of extensive areas of bogland, fringed by 
swaths of dry grassland.

4.2.3 Nature Designations
The wetland nature of landcover in County 
Roscommon, comprising extensive bogs and lakes, 
create landscapes of high nature value. Many areas 
of the county are designated at national level 
(National Heritage Areas (NHA’s and proposed 
NHA’s) and at European level as Natura 2000 sites 
i.e. Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special 
Protection Areas (SPA). The extent of designated 
lands are depicted on the Nature Designations 
with Landscape Value of Character Areas Map. 
There is a strong correlation between nature 
designations and overall landscape value as can 
be seen from the map presented.
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Figure 2: Landcover Map of Landscape Character Areas
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Figure 3: Nature Designations with Landscape Value of Character Areas
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4.2.4 Historical Landscapes
A total of thirteen historic land-use types have 
been identif ied in County Roscommon. Each 
type is characterised by its period of origin as 
well as its form and function. Historic Landscape 
Characterisation (HLC) brings to the fore the effect 
of human activity on the landscape and how 
people have interacted with and manipulated 
the natural environment. The emphasis is on the 
present day landscape character as created by 
human interaction and perception.

Towns/Villages  
(Early Medieval 4th-8th Century)
The earliest towns in Ireland often grew up around 
monastic settlements. Roscommon town and 
Elphin are examples of settlements that had early 
inception dates and formed proto-towns.

Towns/Villages  
(Medieval 12th Century – Modern)
The concept of a true town was introduced by the 
Anglo-Normans. Examples of medieval towns and 
villages in the county include Boyle, Castlerea, 
Athleague, Ballintober, Castleplunket, Knockvicar, 
Termonbarry and Tulsk.

Towns/Villages  
(Post-Medieval – Modern)
Many smaller settlements owe their inception to 
the Plantation settlements of the 17th century, the 
Estate towns of the 18th century (e.g. Strokestown 
and Frenchpark) and towns that developed during 
the 19th century. Towns and villages from the 
period are include Arigna, Ballaghaderreen, 
Ballinameen, Ballinlough, Ballyfarnon, Bellanagare, 
Castlecoote Cloonfad, Cootehall, Frenchpark, 
Keadew, Knockcroghery,  Lanesborough, 
Loughglynn, Roosky and Strokestown.

Rectilinear Fields – Hedgerows 
(18th – 19th Centuries)
This is the predominant historic landscape type 
in County Roscommon. These enclosed f ields 
are typically rectangular or sub-rectangular in 
shape with relatively straight sides. The boundaries 
of these fields are made up of hedgerows with 
possible banks and ditches. This landscape 
was significantly remodeled by the work of the 
Congested Districts Board in the middle of the 
nineteenth century replacing the older, more 
informal clachan-and-rundale system. The result 
was the regimented ladder farms that we see 
today.

A clachan (or baile or ‘village’) was a nucleated 
group of farmhouses, with landholding organised 
communally (often on a townland basis and often 
with kinship ties). The houses were surrounded 
by the best possible land in the area, known as 
the infield (a large open-field unenclosed and 
permanently cultivated). Outside of the infield was 
the outfield, generally consisting of poorer land 
and used as commonage. Many clachans were 
initiated in the 18th century (due to population 
increases and the ability of the potato to grow in 
poor soils) but were probably even earlier.
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Rectilinear Fields – Stone Walls 
(18th – 19th Centuries)
There are several areas of the county where stone 
walls were and continue to the the typical field 
delineation.

Rectilinear Fields – Hedgerows – 
Cutover Blanket Bogs  
(19th – 20th Centuries)
Enclosed f ields bounded by hedgerows on 
reclaimed upland wetland.

Rectilinear Fields – Hedgerows – 
Cutover Raised Bogs  
(19th – 20th Centuries)
Enclosed f ields bounded by hedgerows on 
reclaimed wetland.

Extractive Industries  
(17th-20th Centuries)
Extractive industries consisted of commercial peat 
milling, iron and coal mining. The commercial peat 
milling has taken place in the 20th century. The 
Arigna mine was originally in the 17th century an 
iron mine but later on large coal seams were found.

Mature Forest  
(17th-19th Centuries)
Woods that were possibly managed for timber 
production or as part of parkland of large estates. 
Mixed deciduous and coniferous species.

Coniferous Plantations  
(20th Century)
Trees planted as part of grant schemes or by Coillte.

Bogland (Prehistoric-Modern)
Areas of bog with no visible evidence of peat 
extraction or land improvement. These areas often 
contain archaeological features with no above 
ground expression.

Rathcroghan, Carns, Tulsk  
(Late Prehistory, Early Medieval, 
Medieval)
Settlement, ceremonial activities (inauguration 
site for Kings of Connaught), agricultural systems 
(elongated rectangular f ields, dating to Early 
Medieval Period or earlier), roadways.

Demesnes  
(18th-19th Centuries)
Lands held by a large house which incorporated 
farmland, gardens, woods and buildings. These 
include: Strokestown, Frenchpark, Rockingham, 
Mote Park, Kilronan Castle Demesne and Cootehall.
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Figure 4: Historical Map of Landscape Character Areas
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4.2.5 Wind Speeds
The Wind Speed Map of Landscape Character 
Areas demonstrates locations in the county with 
wind speeds of eight metres per second and above. 
Key elements include:

 g Windy areas tend to be concentrated on 
higher ground and ridges;

 g Extensive areas of high wind speeds on what 
might be described as slightly elevated land 
in the middle of the county, as well as in the 
northwest; and

 g Bogland areas located along the river 
corridors on the eastern and western 
boundaries have very poor wind resource.

Figure 5: Historical Map of Landscape Character Areas
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4.3 Landscape Character and Values Mapping

4.3.1 Landscape Character Types

Landscape Character Types are distinct landscapes that are relatively consistent 
in character. 

They are generic in nature in that they may occur 
in different areas in different parts of the county, 
but wherever they occur they broadly share similar 
combinations of geology, topography, drainage 
patterns, vegetation, historical land use and 
settlement pattern. The following seven landscape 
character types have been identified and mapped 
in the county:

 g River Corridor (located along eastern and 
western boundaries);

 g Hills and Upland (mostly located in the north 
of the county but also including relatively 
confined areas in the middle and west);

 g Drumlin Lakelands (concentrated in the 
northeast);

 g Bogland (located throughout, including 
along river corridors as well as in the east 
and northwest);

 g Wet Farmland (concentrated in the northern 
half of the county);

 g Dry farmland (located in the middle of the 
county stretching from north to south); and

 g Bog and Farmland Complex (located in the 
south and middle of the county highlighting 
the interface between wetter and drier land).

4.3.2 Landscape Character 
Areas
Landscape Character Areas are unique, 
geographically-specif ic areas of a particular 
landscape type. Each has its own individual 
character and identity, even though it shares the 
same generic characteristics with other areas of 
the same type. This distinction is reflected in the 
naming of types and areas: landscape character 
types have generic names, but landscape character 
areas take on the names of specific places.

In total, 36 landscape character areas have been 
identified and mapped in County Roscommon. 
They are each described in detail in Section 4.4 
below.
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Figure 6: Landscape Character Types
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4.3.3 Landscape Values
The Landscape Values Map classifies each of the 
landscape character areas into one of the following 
four classes:

 g Exceptional Value

 g Very High Value

 g High Value

 g Moderate Value

There are two Landscape Character Areas classified 
as being of Exceptional Value, namely the Tulsk 
and Rathcroghan Plateau in the centre of the 
county (LCA 28) and the Lough Key and Boyle 
River Network in the northeast of the county (LCA 
16). Classif ication of the former area is greatly 
influenced by the cultural heritage significance 
of Rathcroghan, whereas the latter area is valued 
for its aesthetic and amenity qualities.

The Shannon System running along the eastern 
boundary of the county has been classif ied as 
being of Very High Value, along with Boyle and 
Curlew Mountains (LCA 17), the Arigna Mountains 
(LCA 14) and Lough Meelagh Drumlins (LCA 15) 
located in the northeast. The Shannon System is of 
high aesthetic and ecological quality and the other 
upland areas provide important scenic amenities.

The River Suck corridor running along the western 
boundary of the county is judged to be of High 
Value due to its amenity, ecological and aesthetic 
qualities. The Castlerea Raised Bogland (LCA 27) 
is valued for its tranquility as well as ecological 
importance, the Roscommon Town Hinterland 
(LCA 32) for its cultural heritage significance and 
Skrine Hill and Limestone Pavement (LCA 33) for 
its unusual geology.

All of the remaining landscape character areas 
have been classified Moderate Value.
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Figure 8: Landscape Values Map
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4.4 Detailed Landscape Assessment
In the following section, each of the 36 landscape 
character areas are described in qualitative terms, 
highlighting key characteristics regarding 
landform, landcover and overall image. 

The rationale for the classification of Landscape 
Value in each area is explained and the primary 
forces of change are summarised in order to draw 
attention to current and future influences on the 
character, quality and value of that landscape. 

Key recommendations are made for each 
landscape character area as regards the tolerance 
of each area to change from various development 
types.

Roscommon LCA 1:

Lough Allen and Arigna foothills

Key Characteristics
The Lough Allen and Arigna Foothills character 
area is in the very north of the county and 
represents the northern extreme of the Shannon 
system which flows from this location along the 
eastern boundary of County Roscommon as far 
as Shannon Bridge in the south. 

This LCA stretches from the Arigna River in the 
south, to the border with County Sligo in the north. 
The area forms a distinctly flat region between 
the Arigna Mountains and Lough Allen. The land 
cover is predominantly peat bog and moorland, 
however there are areas of marginal farmland as 
well as small pockets of good quality arable land. 
The main regional road, the R280, runs north-south 
through the area, close to the shoreline of Lough 
Allen. There are very few other roads in the area. 
While the R280 is classified as a Scenic Route views 
to the east across to Lough Allen are currently 
intermittent and typically blocked completely due 
to overgrown vegetation along the shoreline. It is 
possible to see Slieve Anierin to the east over the 
screening vegetation and there are views looking 
west up to the Arigna Mountains from the road.

The overall image of the character area is a quiet, 
sparsely populated broad valley defined by high 
mountains overlooking a very large lake.
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Landscape Value
The Lough Allen and Arigna Foothills character 
area is classified as being of Very High Value due 
its scenic setting and the f ishing and boating 
amenity offered by Lough Allen. A designated 
Scenic Route runs along the R280 f rom its 
junction with the R285 in the south as far as the 
county boundary to the north. The rich industrial 
archaeological heritage in the upland areas to the 
west of Lough Allen is visible from this character 
area and therefore is part of the experience to 
be had in this low lying landscape. There are no 
nature designations visible from this LCA and so 
it is not regarded as especially sensitive from a 
natural heritage perspective.

Forces of Change
The obstruction of views by overgrown scrub 
around Lough Allen and the toe of Slieve Anierin 
to the east is the main threat to the landscape 
quality of this LCA. The majority of this vegetation 
comprises broadleaf scrub which has grown 
naturally in the area both along hedgerows as 
well as along the shoreline.

Proposals that may arise for single rural dwellings 
could undermine the visual quality and devalue 
its scenic quality, unless sensitively sited and 
designed.

Key Recommendations

The quality of views on offer from the 
Scenic Route would be enhanced by the 
selective thinning and removal of heavy 
screening vegetation located between the 
R280 and the shoreline.

Potential increases in rural housing and 
associated traffic would undermine the 
tranquil lake shore amenity of Lough Allen. 
Development between the scenic route 
and Lough Allen should be limited in order 
to avoid the potential for pollution of the 
water, blocking views of the lake or creating 
adverse impacts on the overall character of 
the area. There is more scope to consider 
housing proposals to the west of the scenic 
route if it can be demonstrated that the 
design and landscaping will not negatively 
impact on the receiving landscape.

Views of Lough Allen are 
substantially screened by 
vegetation from the R280
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Roscommon LCA 2:

Upper Shannon and Derreenannagh Drumlin Belt

Key Characteristics
This area stretches northwest from the border of 
County Leitrim, at Carrick-on-Shannon, to a hill 
at Ballytormoyle. The upper Shannon forms the 
eastern boundary, while the western boundary 
is determined by the zone of theoretical visibility 
from the river. 

The landform of the area is of low undulating 
drumlins flanking the River Shannon as it emerges 
from the southern tip of Lough Allen. There is 
one larger hill located at Ballyformoyle, rising to a 
height of 153m ASL. The other principal river is the 
Feorish River which drains Lough Skean in the west 
to the River Shannon in the east. The land cover is a 
complex mix of transitional woodland scrub, raised 
bog, fens and marginal farmland. The diversity of 
landcover in the LCA is one of the greatest among 
all the character areas studied in the county. The 
road network is comprised of mainly small rural 
roads with some third class roads and only one 
regional road, the R284, linking Leitrim Town in 
the south east to the village of Keadew in the 
north. While there are no major settlements in 
this character area, there are a number of towns 
just outside the boundaries (Leitrim village to the 
east and Carrick-on-Shannon to the south) from 
which development is creeping into the area. A 
large portion of the southern part of the character 
area is designated a Natural Heritage Area (NHA).

The overall image of this character area is one of 
a sparsely populated wooded drumlin landscape 
sloping down to the Upper Shannon.

Hartley Bridge set in the drumlin wetland
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Landscape Value
The Upper Shannon and Derreenannagh Drumlin 
Belt is considered to be of Very High Value, as it 
forms part of the River Shannon corridor which is 
popular for both water and land based tourism. 
Strategically, this stretch of the River Shannon is 
an important node for inland navigation in Ireland 
as it connects Lough Allen, the Shannon Erne 
Link canal, the Lough Key waterways and the 
whole Shannon system to the south. The sparsely 
populated landscape offers tranquility for pleasure 
craft users.

Forces of Change
The main forces of change in the landscape are 
farm marginalisation which typically leads to 
downgrading of the quality of the farmland, as well 
as increasing single rural dwelling development 
pressure along roads approaching towns and 
villages. Poor siting and design of individual houses 
along the River Shannon corridor could also have 
a negative visual impact on the amenity of the 
upper River Shannon. Ribbon development along 
the R284 and also along the road leading into the 
village of Cootehall (located in LCA 16 to the west) 
impacts on the tranquil character of the rural 
landscape. Given the extent of wet grassland in 
this LCA, there may be increased afforestation of 
coniferous plantations in the future.

8 Waterways Corridor Study, The Heritage Council (2005)

Key Recommendations

There are no elevated viewpoints in this 
character area, which is typical of most 
drumlin landscapes as roads tend to be on 
lower ground, winding their way between 
the hills. Views of drumlin landscapes are 
rare. It should be an objective of the council 
to assess where views occur of this Drumlin 
landscape and identify which are especially 
representative of that landscape character 
type.

Applicants tend to have a preference 
to position rural dwellings to overlook 
scenic areas, including lakes and rivers. 
Inappropriate siting can erode the visual 
quality of an area for users of waterway 
amenities etc. and has the potential to 
negatively impact on the scenic reputation 
of the river corridors and consequently 
on the economic benefits derived from 
water based tourism. Any applications for 
development located on the shoreline of 
lakes and river corridors should include a 
Visual Impact Statement. Regard should be 
had to The Heritage Council’s Waterways 
Corridor Study8. This includes objectives 
supporting this recommendation, 
for example “Maintain and preserve 
the aesthetic value of the waterways 
and its shoreline from the impacts of 
dispersed and highly visible inappropriate 
development and discourage speculative 
development” (Strategic Aim 6.2.1, 
Objective No. 2).

In this character area there are views of 
Slieve Anierin to the north and Sheemore 
Hill to the north east from Hartley Bridge. 
Such views create a sense of place and 
should be protected. A general policy 
position of protecting views from bridges 
should be expressed in the County 
Development Plan.
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Roscommon LCA 3:

Lough Corry Drumlin Basin

Key Characteristics
The Lough Corry Drumlin Basin is in the north 
east of the county. The southern and western 
boundaries of this LCA are formed by a zone 
of theoretical visibility created by a series of 
drumlins which also mark a change in elevation 
between neighbouring character areas. 

The majority of this area drains north and 
northeastwards into Lough Corry and River 
Shannon. The drainage pattern reflects the 
general alignment of drumlins, which are arranged 
on a southwest to northeast alignment. The 
predominant land cover is dry grassland but 
there are also areas of wet grassland as well as 
reclaimed blanket bog throughout. The latter 
two land cover types are typically found in the 
drumlin flats and hollows. Hedgerows comprise 
mostly broadleaf species including ash. In some 
areas there is a strong sense of openness created 
by loose light hedgerows. This drumlin landscape 
is well drained and relatively dry compared to the 
drumlin landscapes found both to the north and 
south. The road network throughout the area is 
quite dense with a mix of national (N4 linking 
Boyle and Carrick-on-Shannon), regional (R370 
and R368), local class and lanes. While there are no 
large settlements in this LCA, the town of Carrick-
on-Shannon spills over the River Shannon into 
the northeastern corner and brings with it both 
residential and commercial development.

The overall image of this LCA is of a relatively well 
drained drumlin farmland, with strong tourist 
amenities along the River Shannon including 
Lough Corry.

38 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-202738

4. Landscape Assessment Study 



Landscape Value
The Lough Corry Drumlin Basin is classified as 
Very High Value, reflecting the boating, fishing 
and scenic amenities along the River Shannon. 
It is valued by tourists for its peaceful and largely 
undeveloped condition.

Forces of Change
Inappropriate and poorly sited development 
on the shoreline of Lough Corry and along the 
River Shannon would have a negative visual and 
environmental impact on the wetland landscape. 
There was evidence of increasing development 
pressure along regional and local roads leading 
into Carrick-on-Shannon during the ‘Celtic Tiger’ 
era. While there has been signif icantly less 
development pressure in recent years, there is a 
need to remain vigilant to the adverse impact that 
unchecked patterns of ribbon development could 
give rise to. Increasingly marginalised farmland 
could also lead to a gradual down grading of the 
visual quality of the landscape.

Key Recommendations

It is important to protect the visual 
amenities in the immediate vicinity of 
the Shannon waterway system. However, 
in this LCA the drumlins located in the 
middle and to the west are less sensitive 
to development, generally because 
views do not extend from the Shannon 
River or Lough Corry. In other words, the 
depth of view is shallow and there would 
be greater tolerance of development 
generally with increasing distance from the 
wetland landscape. Planning applications 
within the immediate visual catchment 
of the Shannon system will require a 
Visual Impact Statement. Siting and 
design principles set out in the County 
Roscommon Rural Design Guidelines 
are required to be following in all 
applications.

 

Elevated view over the well drained 
drumlin landscape
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Roscommon LCA 4:

Kilglass Drumlin Lakelands

Key Characteristics
This character area is located on the eastern 
boundary of County Roscommon in the northern 
half of the county. It is defined by a ridge of high 
ground in the south, the River Shannon and a 
series of lakes to the east and north and by a 
cluster of three hills to the west. 

The area comprises low undulating drumlins which 
are well drained in the north and interspersed with 
a number of large lakes, the largest being Kilglass 
Lake, in the south. The drumlins are aligned on a 
northeast southwest axis and this arrangement 
determines the pattern of lakes in the greater 
area. The lakes fan out from east to west similar 
to f ingers extending into the rolling drumlin 
landscape. The effect of this pattern of lake and hill 
is unique in the context of the county. Land cover 
comprises mostly dry grassland and reclaimed 
blanket bog with patches of raised bog on lower 
ground, with the higher ground on the southern 
ridge covered mostly in wet grassland as well as 
some areas of conifer forest. Many of the small hills 
defining Kilglass Lake are covered in broadleaf 
woodland cover. This landscape character area is 
thus complex, both from a landform perspective 
as well as considering landcover. There are no 
major settlements in the area and the closest one 
outside the area is Strokestown to the south. There 
is a dense network of mostly local roads nestled 
into the rolling landscape. Kilglass Lake serves 
boating and fishing enthusiasts and includes a 
marina with pleasure boats.

The image of this landscape character area is of 
a drowned and dramatic drumlin lakeland and 
floodplain offering a tranquil boating amenity.
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Landscape Value
The Kilglass Drumlin Lakeland area is considered to 
be of Very High Value, largely due to it its tourism 
amenities including fishing, boating and extensive 
scenic views. The only regional road, the R371, 
is located in the south of the LCA and provides 
elevated and panoramic views over Kilglass Lakes 
as far as Slieve Anerin and the Arigna Mountains 
in the distance. A section of this road merits 
continued designation as a Scenic Route, as does 
another Scenic Route located further north in a low 
lying area along a local road. This more northerly 
Scenic Route provides a closer view of Kilglass 
Lake, its wetland and marina. This LCA is thus 
highly visually sensitive.

Forces of Change
The area is of very high visual amenity. In the early 
2000’s it tended to attract considerable interest 
from people wishing to build rural dwellings or 
second homes. There are several locations where 
houses have been built overlooking the lakes. The 
accommodation of future housing proposals must 
be managed and balanced against the need to 
afford greater protection to the landscape. There 
is also likely to be an increase in the extent of 
afforestation in this landscape due to the marginal 
quality of farmland.

In terms of quarrying, there is a very large deep-
excavation type quarry on hills to the west, but this 
does not create a significantly adverse impact on 
the quality of view from either of the Scenic Routes.

Key Recommendations

Development between the Scenic Routes 
and the lakeland landscape beyond should 
be discouraged due to the quality of views 
that are available and an objective adopted 
to limit the extent of development on the 
lake side of the Scenic Route.

Applications for rural dwellings located in 
sensitive locations within this LCA should 
be accompanied by a Visual Impact 
Statement, in order to ensure maximum 
visual integration into their surrounds 
with a strong emphasis on screening, 
landscaping and use of natural materials 
and finishes.

The rock cutting on the hill to the west at 
Greywood Hill is part of the local landscape 
character. However, where further 
applications for quarrying arise decisions 
should have regard to national quarrying 
guidelines 
 including potential impact on the 
landscape.

 

View from the elevated R371
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Roscommon LCA 5:

Slieve Bawn and Feorish Bogland Basin

Key Characteristics
Slieve Bawn and Feorish Bogland Basin is one 
of the largest character areas in the county 
stretching from Lanesborough in the south to 
Lough Bo Derg in the north. 

Slieve Bawn forms the western edge, from where 
the landform gently slopes eastward draining into 
low lying bogland where it meets the eastern 
boundary def ined by the meandering River 
Shannon. The mountain is one of the highest 
ridges in the county, peaking at 262m ASL and 
creating a strong visual separation between the 
River Shannon and the remainder of the county in 
this area. Higher ground is predominantly covered 
in wet grassland with extensive areas of coniferous 
plantation as well as transitional woodland scrub. 
The lower region, occupying most of this landscape 
character area, is made up of raised bog, most of 
which has been commercially harvested. Elevated 
views from Slieve Bawn to the east are of a highly 
mechanised landscape where commercial peat 
extraction occurred and the former electricity 
plant in the distance at Lanesborough. 
 Although much of the land in the area remains 
sparsely populated and isolated there is a broad 
network of roads leading into the cutover bog. 
The main settlement in the area is the conjoined 
villages of Ballyleague and Lanesborough 
 f rom where ribbon development spreads 
northwards along the main regional road, the 
R371, and along a third class road at the foothills 
of Slieve Bawn. The settlement pattern associated 
with the village of Roosky which straddles the 
border between Counties Roscommon and Leitrim, 
spills over the River Shannon into the northeastern 
corner of the LCA.

The image of the area is of mechanised peatland 
landscape of low lying cutover bog contained 
between the River Shannon and a ridge of high 
forested ground.
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Landscape Value
The Slieve Bawn and Feorish Bogland Basin is 
considered to be Very High Value. This LCA is one 
of the most varied in the entire county, comprising 
a major waterway, extensive bogland and forest 
upland. These elements are valuable amenity 
resources for locals and visiting tourists. The 
upland area is considered valuable for its recreation 
potential, with recently developed recreational 
facilities (including walking and equestrian trails, a 
viewing platform and picnic area) being developed 
on Slieve Bawn, from where there are extended 
views across the adjoining low lying landscape. 
As commercial peat extraction winds down in the 
boglands, the isolated and tranquil nature of the 
area has the potential to become a tourist amenity, 
with additional walking opportunities etc.. The 
area is well placed to benefit from developing as 
part of the Mid Shannon Wilderness Park, which 
is an on-going project being progressed in the 
wider area, as part of a multi stakeholder initiative.

In terms of natural heritage, there are a number 
of designated sites (NHAs, SAC and SPA) in and in 
close proximity to this Landscape Character Area. 
The River Shannon provides a valuable amenity 
for water based activities.

Forces of Change
The bogland in this area has an industrial character 
in parts, due to decades of commercial peat 
extraction. Together with views of Lanesborough 
in the distance, the area has a strong sense of 
place. The area has been in a transitional state in 
recent years, with the decline of peat extraction for 
electricity generation purposes and the potential 
for this landscape feature to revert to its original 
bogland state. Alongside this, there has been 
a signif icant move towards renewable energy 
production, with the development of the 20 turbine 
wind farm on Slieve Bawn.

Pcokets of ribbon development are evident along 
the regional road from Ballyleague / Lanesborough 
to Scramoge, as well as pockets of sporadic 
development at locations around the lower levels 
of Sliabh Bawn. Inappropriately located or excessive 
levels of one off rural housing has the potential to 
detract from the landscape quality.

Key Recommendations

The past shaping of the landscape through 
now declining industrial scale peatland 
activity will continue to be evident in the 
landscape character for some time to 
come. The more recent development of 
a wind energy project has demonstrated 
the potential of the area to accommodate 
such developments from a landscape 
perspective, as well as the sufficiency 
of wind resources in this area to make 
projects commercially viable. Any future 
applications for wind turbines should be 
considered in the context of the numbers 
already permitted and with regard to the 
national planning guidelines for wind 
energy developments.

View of the extensive bogland area north of the R371
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Roscommon LCA 6:

Upper Lough Ree Bogland

Key Characteristics
The Upper Lough Ree Bogland character area 
extends from the N63 national route and the 
settlement of Ballyleague / Lanesborough in 
the north to the Hind River in the south. 

It is one of the flattest areas in the county, with 
the western boundary delineated by the zone of 
theoretical visibility from Lough Ree. The area is 
predominantly covered in raised bog, fens and 
marginal farmland, with transitional woodland 
scrub and coniferous plantation in places. There 
are no major settlements in this character area 
and the road network consists of only third class 
and smaller roads. As a result, this character area 
is very sparsely populated. Large tracts of the 
area come under natural heritage designations. 
Although the area is not elevated, the open 
character of the bogland landscape affords an 
extended viewshed towards Lough Ree and its 
islands. There is a designed Scenic Route located 
on the N63 heading west from Lanesborough, with 
the feature of interest being Lough Ree.

The overall image of this character area is of an 
isolated flat bogland, bordering an extensive lake 
of high natural heritage value.

View of the floodplain of Lough Ree with 
shipwrecked trees and rushy edge
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Landscape Value
The Upper Lough Ree Bogland character area is 
of Very High Value because of its natural heritage 
designations and the sense of isolation. This is a 
landscape of contrasting scales and variations 
of enclosure. Views are intimate and enclosed 
in areas of birch woodland, while vast expansive 
views open up close to the shores of Lough Ree.

Forces of Change
The urban edge of the conjoined settlement area 
of Ballyleague and Lanesborough has gradually 
extended westwards along the N63. Whilst there 
has not been significant development pressure in 
recent years, there is a need to remain vigilant to 
the potential adverse impact of proposals for new 
development which could severely compromise 
views over Lough Ree. Given the extensive natural 
heritage designations, the open landscape and 
the limited amount of development in the area, 
including road infrastructure, most types of built 
development could have a negative impact on 
the character of the area.

Key Recommendations

There is a need to discourage and restrict 
development between the designated 
Scenic View on the N63 and Lough Ree, in 
recognition of the high value of open views 
and sense of isolation across this landscape.

This high quality landscape has the 
potential to be a valuable resource for low-
impact passive tourism, including walking 
trails and cycling routes. Consideration 
should be given to a study investigating the 
possibility of providing access to the lake 
shore from such routes.

Designated Scenic View from the edge of 
Ballyleague over Lough Ree

View of the edge of Lough Ree defined by 
bright grasses and heathers
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Roscommon LCA 7:

Mid Lough Ree Pastureland

Key Characteristics
The Mid Lough Ree Pastureland character area 
extends from the Hind River in the north to 
just north of Hodson Bay. Its western boundary 
is formed by the hills to the east of Lough 
Funshinagh, which drain in an easterly direction 
down to the shores of Lough Ree. 

The shoreline of Lough Ree is defined by secluded 
bays dotted with small marinas and harbours, 
as well as peninsulas. Warren Point is one of the 
most notable, being the location of the medieval 
site of Rhindoon. The extensive broadleaved forest 
of St. John’s Wood is situated on the headland at 
Blackbrink Bay. Although the island of Inchenagh 
is in County Longford, it forms part of the viewshed 
over Lough Ree. Dry grassland is the predominant 
land cover as this area is very well drained. There is 
also a strong stone wall character to this landscape, 
especially in the vicinity of Knockcroghery. There 
are some areas of wet grassland which are located 
mostly in the floodplain of the lake, as well as areas 
of reclaimed bog running along the centre of a 
shallow valley running north. There is an esker 
situated between the Dublin-Galway railway track 
and the road south of the village of Lecarrow. The 
entire shoreline of Lough Ree is designated as a 
Special Area of Conservation and as an Special 
Protection Area. The N61 is the primary road 
through this LCA, running diagonally and linking 
Athlone in the south with Roscommon town to 
the north. The remainder of the road network 
consists mostly of third class local roads. There 
are no major settlements in the area outside the 
villages of Knockcroghery and Lecarrow.

The overall image of the Mid Lough Ree 
Pastureland character area is one of gently rolling 
good quality farmland, with extensive views of 
Lough Ree and its islands in more elevated places.
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Landscape Value
The Mid Lough Ree Pastureland character area is 
of Very High Value due to extent of Natura 2000 
designations, good quality farmland landscape and 
extensive lake views, as well as notable elements 
of built heritage such as the canal connecting 
the village of Lecarrow and Blackbrink Bay and 
the medieval site at Rhindoon. There are two 
designated Scenic Views on tops of hills which 
provides panoramic views overlooking Lough Ree 
- one at Killeenrevagh and the other at Lissanisky.

Forces of Change
Overall this is quite a stable farmland landscape. 
Given the proximity of the area to Athlone and 
Roscommon (being designated in the National 
Planning Framework as a Regional Growth Centre 
and a Key Town respectively), the area is likely to 
remain a sought after location for one off rural 
housing, and development pressure which has 
been evident over the previous Plan periods is 
likely to continue. The sensitive landscapes along 
the shore of Lough Ree would be vulnerable to 
development pressure and existing Scenic Views 
from elevated locations could be eroded.

Key Recommendations

Development along the shores of Lough 
Ree should be strictly controlled in order to 
protect the visual amenity and the natural 
habitats of the lake.

In recognition of the high value of open 
views across this landscape, applications 
for development on the lake side of Scenic 
Views should be accompanied by a Visual 
Impact Statement.

The Rhindoon peninsula and associated 
bays are highly sensitive and has a high 
value cultural landscape. Applications 
for development within this area should 
also be accompanied by a Visual Impact 
Statement.

There is a distinct sense of elevation on 
the high hills in the west of this LCA which 
could be further enhanced by the kinetic 
form of wind turbines. Wind speeds in 
excess of eight metres per second would 
make wind energy commercially viable. 
Applications for wind farms should be 
assessed with regard to the national 
guidelines.

Panoramic view overlooking Lough 
Ree from Killeenrevagh

Distant view of Lough Ree from 
high ground at Lissanisky

4747Landscape Character Assessment

4. Landscape Assessment Study



Roscommon LCA 8:

Lower Lough Ree and Athlone Environs

Key Characteristics
The Lower Lough Ree and Athlone Environs 
character area stretches southwards from the 
Hodson Bay settlement area, to north of the 
Cornafulla area. 

The western boundary is delineated by the 
zone of visibility from the River Shannon. This 
low lying area is predominantly made up of 
dry grassland and raised bog, most of which 
is reclaimed, as well as smaller pockets of wet 
grassland and wetland. Conifer plantations also 
exist in the area. Two esker ridges run through 
the LCA - one running in a northerly direction 
towards the Hodson Bay peninsula, and the other 
running in a westerly direction from just outside 
of Athlone. This character area includes areas in 
County Roscommon which form part of the NPF 
designated Regional Growth Centre of Athlone. 
 The Monksland / Bellanamullia area of Athlone is 
continuing to grow as an urban residential area 
and also has a strong industrial base. Rural areas 
to the north of Athlone, off the N61, and west of 
Monksland / Bellanamullia display signif icant 
evidence of continuing development pressure for 
one off rural housing.

The overall image of the Lower Lough Ree and 
Athlone Environs character area is of a peri-urban 
lakeshore area which is continuing to experience 
development pressure.
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Landscape Value
The Lower Lough Ree and Athlone Environs 
character area is of Very High Value reflecting the 
presence of the River Shannon corridor, including 
Lough Ree, which is a Natura 2000 designated 
area (SAC and SPA).

Forces of Change
Development pressure is evident along the shores 
of Lough Ree, as well as along the regional and 
local road network in this LCA. Over past Plan 
periods, local roads leading into the Shannon 
Callows were subject to development pressures, 
but this has diminished in more recent times, as 
the impacts of flood events have become evident.

Key Recommendations

Development along the shores of Lough 
Ree and the River Shannon south of 
Athlone should be limited in order to 
protect the visual amenity and the natural 
habitats of the water corridor.

 The harbour and hotel 
amenity at Hodson Bay

4949Landscape Character Assessment

4. Landscape Assessment Study



Roscommon LCA 9:

Cloonown and Shannon Callows

Key Characteristics
This landscape character area is located on the 
southern tip of County Roscommon and is the 
flattest character area in the county. 

It is made up of mostly raised bog, a lot of which is 
a mix of reclaimed and cutover bog, as well as dry 
grassland along the shoreline with small patches 
of wet grassland in places. The western boundary 
is defined by the location where the River Suck 
and River Shannon join at Shannonbridge and by 
the only major road in the area (the R357). There is 
a loose network of roads leading into the Callows 
(grassland flooded in winter). Many of the smaller 
roads leading into the raised bog were built to 
remain above the water level in times of flooding, 
creating a causeway effect in winter months. Land 
along the banks of the River Shannon is protected 
by a number of natural heritage designations (River 
Shannon Callows SAC and Middle Shannon Callows 
SPA). An esker ridge runs in an east west direction 
through Cornaveagh. A number of Scenic Views 
provide extended vistas across the River Shannon 
into adjoining counties. One view is of a particularly 
high esker in County Offaly, at Clonmacnoise.

View of the Shannon callows to the left of the road showing the 
flood water reaching into a submerged field on the right
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Landscape Value
The Cloonown and Shannon Callows is of Very High 
Value due to its flood plain habitat and unique 
ecology. The flat landform affords extended views 
from the River Shannon across the raised bogland 
landscape.

Forces of Change
The scenic views along the Shannon waterway 
are susceptible to degradation by poorly sited 
dwellings, farm buildings and other types of 
development. Flood risk is also a key consideration 
in assessing the suitability of built development 
proposals in some of this LCA.

Key Recommendations

It is necessary to prohibit further 
development in low lying areas of the 
callows in order to protect the water 
quality and habitats of this very sensitive 
landscape, and to ensure that new 
development is not permitted in any area 
liable to flooding.

View to the south west across the River Shannon 
showing an esker ridge in County Offaly
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Roscommon LCA 10:

Suck River Source and Lough O’Flynn Boglands

Key Characteristics
Situated in the north west of the county, the 
Suck River Source and Lough O’Flynn Boglands 
character area is a low undulating complex mix 
of mostly raised bog and fens which drain into 
the meandering River Suck, creating a subtle 
‘valley’ running in an east west direction. 

Lough O’Flynn, the source of the River Suck, is well 
known for its fishing and boating amenity. There 
are a number of nature designations throughout 
the area. There are no major settlements in the 
area and with the exception of the N60 national 
route, the road network is light, comprising mainly 
of local roads. There are designated Scenic Views 
from the Lough O’Flynn lake shore. A ridge of 
eskers runs in an east west direction just north of 
the River Suck.

The overall image of the Suck River Source and 
Lough O’Flynn Boglands character area is of a 
sparsely populated wetland bogland landscape.

View across Lough O’Flynn illustrating the 
impact of brightly coloured and poorly screened 
housing in contrast with housing that is more 
natural in colour and surrounded by trees.
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Landscape Value
The Suck River Source and Lough O’Flynn Boglands 
character area is of High Value due to its quiet 
wetland landscape offering fishing, boating and 
walking amenities. The scenic views around Lough 
O’Flynn are valued and should be protected from 
inappropriate development, especially along its 
shoreline.

Forces of Change
At present the area is very sparsely populated. As 
this area has two designated scenic views (both of 
which overlook Lough O’Flynn), as well as nature 
designations, future built development in the area 
may have the potential to negatively impact on 
the visual and ecological amenity of the lakeland, 
unless carefully designed, sited and developed.

Key Recommendations

Applications for development along 
the shores of Lough O’Flynn should be 
accompanied by a Visual Impact Statement 
in order to demonstrate how a proposal will 
ensure the protection of the visual amenity 
of the lake.

Designs should reflect the principles 
set out in the County Roscommon 
Rural Design Guidelines. Finishes and 
landscaping will be key factors, in order 
to ensure that the impacts of ridgelines 
against the sky in this low lying area are 
minimised and softened.
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Roscommon LCA 11:

Castlerea and Upper Suck Valley

Key Characteristics
Situated in the west of the county, the eastern 
boundary of the Castlerea and Upper Suck Valley 
character area is defined by a subtle ridgeline 
which gently slopes and drains west into the 
Suck River. 

The area stretches from Castlerea in the north 
to Derryhippo River, just south of the village 
of Dunamon. The predominant land cover is 
dry grassland in elevated places, with raised 
and reclaimed bog in low lying areas. Conifer 
plantations occur in pockets in the north and south 
of the area. The main settlements are Castlerea and 
Ballintober village. Built development is spread 
throughout the area. There has been evidence in 
past Plan periods of increasing ribbon expansion 
along the local road network leading into the 
villages of Ballintober and Dunamon. The N60 
national route cuts diagonally through the area, 
linking Castlerea and Roscommon town.

The overall image of the Castlerea and Upper Suck 
Valley character area is of a gently undulating dry 
grassland farmland, with the River Suck winding 
its way through to create a subtle river valley.

View of Dunamon Castle from a 
bridge crossing on the River Suck
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Landscape Value
The Castlerea and Upper Suck Valley character 
area is of High Value reflecting its river corridor 
landscape type and associated ecology and 
habitats. The Suck Valley Way provides quiet 
walking amenities much valued by local people.

Forces of Change
An increase in built development along the River 
Suck and the Suck Valley Way could adversely 
impact on the tranquil amenity which is the most 
significant feature in this landscape area, thus 
undermining the potential economy of walking 
tourism.

Key Recommendations

Where applications arise for development, 
including alternative rural enterprise 
buildings and tourist facilities, in addition to 
compliance with strategic planning policy, 
high standards of siting and design will be 
required in order to minimise the impact of 
development on the landscape.

The Demesne, Castlerea
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Roscommon LCA 12:

Athleague and Lower Suck Valley

Key Characteristics
The western edge of the Athleague and Lower 
Suck Valley character area is bounded by 
the River Suck, while its eastern boundary is 
delineated by an elevated ridge line as far east 
as Skrine Hill. 

It is the longest character area in the county, 
extending from the village of Castlecoote in the 
north to the R446 (former N6) near Ballinasloe in 
the south. The land form gently undulates from 
the north to south petering into flat low land 
where it meets the flood plains of the Suck Callows 
east of Ballinasloe. Dry grassland dominates the 
elevated regions in the north, while raised bog 
and reclaimed bog, as well as wet grassland, 
occur in the lowlands in the south. There is a 
designated Scenic View to the south of Castlecoote 
with extended views overlooking the Suck River 
and farmland valley. There are natural heritage 
designations all along the Suck River. The R357, 
R363 and R446 are the main regional roads. Built 
development is generally evident throughout the 
rural area and there is an increase in concentration 
along roads leading into a number of settlements, 
including Athleague, Ballyforan, Castlecoote, 
Dysart and Taghmaconnell. 

The overall image of this character area is of a 
gently undulating dry grassland farmland with 
the River Suck winding its way through creating 
a subtle valley.

‘La Tene’ stone at Castlestrange
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Landscape Value
The Athleague and Lower Suck Valley character 
area is of High Value reflecting its river corridor 
landscape type with associated ecology and 
habitat.

Forces of Change
This is generally an area where change has been 
and is likely continue to be a gradual and sustained 
process.

Key Recommendations

Where any applications arise for 
development they should be assessed 
against this rural character with a view to 
protecting landscape values.

 

View of Suck River in village of Athleague

View from the outskirts of Castlecoote 
overlooking the gentle Suck River Valley
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Roscommon LCA 13:

Suck Callows

Key Characteristics
The Suck Callows character area is in the very 
southwestern tip of the county. Dry grassland 
in the north drains southward into large areas 
of raised bog and reclaimed raised bog and 
into the southern boundary of the River Suck. 

This southern boundary becomes a floodplain in 
the wetter months known as the Suck Callows. An 
esker ridgeline running in an east west direction 
forms a border between the dry grassland and the 
wetter areas of raised bog. There are very few roads 
and no major settlement in the LCA, however the 
R357 cuts through diagonally linking Ballinasloe 
in County Galway with Shannonbridge in County 
Offaly. Ribbon development is evident along this 
route. Large tracks of the Callows are designated 
as an NHA and SPA.

The overall image of the Suck Callows character 
area is of a farming and bogland landscape, a 
significant portion of which is flooded in winter 
months.

View from elevated ground over the Suck Callows
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Landscape Value
The Value of this LCA is High. When flooded in 
winter the Suck River and adjoining raised bogs 
become a valuable habitat for wintering birds. 
This habitat is further supported by the tranquility 
of the area because it is sparsely populated and 
there are very few roads.

Forces of Change
An increase in built development in this LCA could 
have a negative impact on water quality and the 
tranquility of the area and therefore undermine 
the nature designations in place.

Key Recommendation

Any applications arising in this area should 
be assessed to ensure that the designated 
areas along the River Suck and the 
Callows are protected from inappropriate 
development.

View of the River Suck close to where it connects to the 
River Shannon at Shannonbridge
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Roscommon LCA 14:

Arigna Mountains

Key Characteristics
This is one of the most elevated character areas 
in County Roscommon, adjoining County Sligo to 
the north. The character area comprises rolling 
ridges sloping steeply to lower ground at Lough 
Allen. 

Land cover comprises a mix of mountain 
moorland, exposed rock, marginal farmland 
and coniferous forests. There are scattered and 
clustered homesteads on lower elevations and a 
wind farm on higher ground. There are a number 
of designated Scenic Routes and Scenic Views 
in the area, providing an elevated panorama of 
rolling farmland down to Lough Allen. Another 
elevated panoramic view takes in extended views 
of the drumlin landscape further south towards the 
Kilglass Lakelands. Located on the southern side of 
Kilronan Mountain, this view provides an elevated 
panoramic vista to the south west over Lough 
Skean and Lough Meelagh. Ribbon development 
occurs along the more elevated regional roads over 
looking Lough Allen, particularly between the two 
mountain peaks. The mountain moorland crest of 
Kilronan is designated as NHA.

The image is one of a rugged mountain steeped 
in mining history and providing some of the best 
views in the county.

Extended panorama from the Arigna Mountains to the 
north east overlooking Lough Allen and Slieve Anierin
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Landscape Value
The Arigna Mountains have been classif ied as 
being of Very High Value, in part due to the 
elevated views to the east over Lough Allen. The 
area is popular with tourists, not least for their 
rich archaeological heritage and the visitor centre 
at the disused Arigna Mines. The Miner’s Way 
walking route is a valuable tourist attraction taking 
in lower and higher ground, with extensive views 
of the area.

Forces of Change
Continued ribbon development on the ‘view side’ 
of the Scenic Routes and Scenic Views, as listed 
above, will undermine the designations and have 
a negative visual impact on the landscape and its 
attractiveness for visitors. Insensitively positioned 
and brightly coloured housing on lower ground is 
visible from elevated places and impacts negatively 
on the quality of the viewshed.

Key Recommendations

Where applications arise they should be 
required to demonstrate high standards 
of siting and design and adherence to 
the County Roscommon Rural Design 
Guidelines, in order to ensure that any new 
buildings permitted do not compromise 
the scenic quality of the landscape.

The designated Scenic Views should be 
afforded a high standard of protection from 
development which would interfere with 
such views.

 

Closer view of Arigna Mountains to the north east 
overlooking Lough Allen and Slieve Anierin
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Roscommon LCA 15:

Lough Meelagh Drumlins

Key Characteristics
This undulating drumlin LCA is located in the 
north of the county and is a complex mix of 
raised bog, wet grassland, under storey forest 
and scrub, as well as large areas of mature 
forestry. 

Two large lakes dominate to the north, Lough 
Skean and Lough Meelagh and are connected 
by the Feorish River which continues east into 
the next LCA to link with the River Shannon. The 
R285 runs along the foothills of Kilronan Mountain, 
linking the villages of Keadew in the south with 
Ballyfarnon in the north. Built development is 
evident on the approach roads to these villages. 
The R285 also runs diagonally linking the villages 
of Keadew and Knockvicar in the next LCA in the 
south. There is less evidence of ribbon development 
along this route. The remainder of the LCA has 
relatively limited levels of built development. A 
Scenic View overlooks Lough Derrynasallagh 
(pictured below) which has naturally occurring 
birch woodland along its shoreline and extended 
views to Kilronan in the far distance. Kilronan Castle 
Hotel, overlooking Lough Meelagh, is a significant 
leisure attraction in this LCA.

The image of the Lough Meelagh Drumlins 
character area is of a gently undulating forested 
drumlin lakeland.

View to the north west overlooking Lough Derrynasallagh
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Landscape Value
The LCA is of Very High Value. Lough Meelagh and 
Lough Skean and the river Feorish are valuable for 
their fishing amenity. The Historical Trail takes in 
the shoreline of Lough Meelagh and link with the 
Miner’s Way on Kilronan Mountain.

Forces of Change
There is some mixed broadleaf and conifer forestry 
in this area. Afforestation and harvesting cycles 
are likely to have an impact on the landscape. 
Replanting should occur in accordance with 
forestry guidelines.

Key Recommendations

Special consideration should be given to 
the landscape character of this area when 
applications for development are received.

View to south overlooking Lough Meelagh
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Roscommon LCA 16:

Lough Key and Boyle River Network

Key Characteristics
Undulating in an easterly direction this drumlin 
lakeland landscape is dominated by Lough Key 
and a series of other loughs, including Oakport 
Lough and Lough Eidin, all of which are linked 
by the Boyle River, which flows in an easterly 
direction to connect to the River Shannon. 

The ridgeline of the hills located just north of 
Lough Key mark the northern boundary, while 
the southern boundary is delineated by the N4. 
The land cover in the northwest of the LCA is 
predominantly wet grassland with large areas of 
understorey forest, scrub and patches of heath. 
In contrast the south eastern half of the LCA is 
made up of dry grassland with large areas of 
mature forest and patches of cut over raised bog 
and reclaimed raised bog. There are a number of 
designated Scenic Routes and Scenic Views which 
overlook Lough Key Forest Park from elevated 
vantage points, taking in its wooded shoreline 
and islands. Built development is generally limited 
in the LCA, and successive County Development 
Plans and Local Area Plans have sought to ensure 
that high levels of protection are afforded to the 
most sensitive landscape areas, whilst setting 
out a policy position which would facilitate 
sensitively sited future tourism and recreation 
related development in the immediate vicinity 
of Lough Key Forest and Activity Park. Residential 
development is evident along the R285 around 
Knockvicar and the local roads leading into 
Cootehall village and the townland of Corrigeenroe 
(north of Lough Key). The shoreline of Lough Arrow, 
just inside the county boundary to the west has 
been designated an NHA, SAC and SPA.

The overall image of this landscape is one of an 
extensive organically shaped lakeland fringed by 
broadleaf forest.
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Landscape Value
The Lough Key and Boyle River Network character 
area is of Exceptional Value. Lough Key Forest 
and Activity Park is the jewel in the crown for 
tourism in County Roscommon, attracting large 
numbers of visitors for its amenities, both water 
and land based, habitats and surrounding scenic 
landscape. The Historical Walking Trail passes 
through the LCA taking in the shore of Lough Key 
and connecting with Boyle in the south and the 
Miners Way further north in the Arigna Mountains. 
Without doubt it is one of the most scenic areas 
in County Roscommon and is of national repute.

Forces of Change
Any inappropriate or insensitively positioned 
development in and around the Lough Key Forest 
and Activity Park area could have a negative impact 
on the water amenity and scenic quality of the area.

Increased afforestation is a possibility. This presents 
an opportunity to enhance deciduous tree 
planting. Poor management of forests, however, 
could erode the valuable woodland character of 
the LCA.

Key Recommendations

Planning policy should limit and restrict 
development in sensitive areas within the 
LCA.

Planning applications for development 
on Scenic Routes or in the vicinity 
of designated Scenic Views should 
be accompanied by a Visual Impact 
Statement and should demonstrate that 
the development will not detract from the 
exceptional scenic character of this LCA.

Tourism / recreation development 
occurring in the vicinity of the Lough Key 
Forest and Activity Park is required to be 
of high quality, sensitively designed and 
appropriately sited, in order to ensure that 
it does not have an adverse impact.

Lough Key
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Roscommon LCA 17:

Boyle and Curlew Mountains

Key Characteristics
Located in the north of the county this LCA is 
dominated by the Curlew Mountains, which 
slope steeply into the Boyle River corridor. The 
Boyle River meanders its way between the 
foothills of the Curlews and the drumlins to 
the south. 

The town of Boyle is the main settlement in the area 
and all national (N61 and N4) and regional (R361, 
R294, R295, R294) roads going through the LCA 
feed into the town. Although built development 
is sparse in the upland and river corridor areas, 
there is significant development pressure along 
the roads leading in and around Boyle. The uplands 
are a complex mix of wet and dry grassland, upland 
blanket bog, reclaimed upland blanket bog, heath 
and under storey forest and scrub. The Boyle River 
corridor has long stretches of wetland. The area 
is predominantly made up of dry grassland but 
patches of wet grassland and reclaimed raised 
bog occur near water courses.

The overall image of this landscape is one of a large 
town nestled in the foothills of wooded upland.

View from Curlew Mountains to the south east showing the 
dispersed housing around Boyle Town
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Landscape Value
The landscape value of this LCA is Very High. 
Boyle is known for its f ine examples of built 
heritage, including Boyle Abbey and King 
House. Archaeological sites located in the Curlew 
Mountains are also valued.

Forces of Change
After a period of high demand for housing and 
associated building activity on the outskirts of 
Boyle during the ‘Celtic Tiger’ era, the level of 
new development proposed in recent years has 
decreased significantly. Given that the focus of 
current planning policy is on the renewal and 
regeneration of towns in the county, with Boyle 
being a key focus and already benefitting from 
the Boyle 2040 plan and various funding streams 
which have been leveraged in conjunction with 
this, development efforts are likely to remain 
predominantly concentrated within the town area.

Development creeping westward into the Boyle 
River corridor could damage the water quality of 
the wetland habitats. Insensitively located and 
brightly coloured housing in the uplands outside of 
Boyle would have a negative impact on the visual 
quality of the Curlew Mountains.

Key Recommendation

The focus of development activity should 
be in Boyle town, to encourage the 
regeneration of the core and to ensure 
that new development takes place in a 
sustainable compact form.

Boyle River

King House
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Roscommon LCA 18:

Plains of Boyle

Key Characteristics
Although this character area is known as the 
Plains of Boyle it in fact undulates to the south 
east, draining into Cavetown Lough before 
petering out into low lands where it meets a 
ridgeline of drumlins delineating the southern 
boundary of the LCA. 

In elevated places, particularly around Cavetown 
Lough, the land cover is predominantly rolling 
dry grassland farmland with mature beech, ash 
and hawthorn hedgerows. This extends into 
low land areas, where patches of wet grassland 
and reclaimed raised bog occur. Small areas of 
wetland can be found along water courses. The 
road network in the area is very light and built 
development is relatively sparse. The Dublin-
Galway railway line passes through the north 
eastern corner of the LCA.

The overall image of this LCA is one of an elevated 
plateau providing lake views both to the north 
and south.

View to north overlooking rolling grassland
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Landscape Value
This LCA is of Moderate Value. The main feature of 
interest is Cavetown Lough and its adjoining water 
courses which is a relatively unspoilt and scenic.

Forces of Change
Overall this is a stable and mature farmland 
landscape. There is limited demand for single rural 
dwellings, and in most cases the demand is derived 
from the local population. Any development 
proposals on the lakeshore may have a negative 
impact on the visual quality of the scenic area.

Key Recommendations

Any applications for development 
around the shorelines of Cavetown 
Lake and adjoining water bodies should 
be accompanied by a Visual Impact 
Statement.

Applications for single rural dwellings 
in this mature rolling farmland should 
have special regard to existing hedgerow 
and tree cover. The retention of existing 
vegetation on proposed sites, as well as 
the subsequent provision of new native 
species landscaping, will be key elements 
in assimilating developments into the 
landscape.

View to north overlooking Cavetown Lough
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Roscommon LCA 19:

Elphin Drumlins

Key Characteristics
The Elphin Drumlins landscape character 
area is located in the northern half of County 
Roscommon. It is positioned to the west of 
the Shannon corridor and is defined by a low 
rounded ridge of high ground to the west, 
lakeland drumlins to the southeast and the 
Plains of Boyle to the north. 

As its title suggests, the overriding characteristic 
of this LCA is the rolling drumlins hills, sometimes 
described as resembling a ‘basket of eggs’. While 
the drumlins in this LCA are not as pronounced 
as in other nearby LCAs, there is nevertheless a 
series of low rounded hills aligned on a northeast 
southwest axis, along with a number of small lakes. 
The hills give way to a low rounded ridge to the 
west, providing some distant views. A functioning 
windmill, restored by the people of Elphin (and in 
use as an interpretative centre), is located on this 
ridge. The main drainage pattern in this LCA is 
to the northwest in the direction of the Shannon 
corridor. The principle river in this LCA is the Killukin 
River which connects a number of small lakes 
including Corbally Lough. While there are some 
patches of raised bog especially in the northwest 
corner of this LCA, landcover is otherwise primarily 
dry grassland with some wet grassland found 
scattered particularly on low ground between 
drumlin hills. Lastly in terms of landcover, there 
are patches of coniferous forest in the northern 
section of this LCA. The primary settlement is the 
elevated and exposed town of Elphin, which has a 
cathedral. Elphin is served primarily by the R368 
which connects to the busier N61 located to the 
west. There is also a small but picturesque village 
located in the north of the LCA at Croghan.

The overall image of this landscape character area 
is one of edge of drumlin belt comprising hills and 
lakes and terminating by a continuous ridge of 
drumlins to the south.
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Landscape Value
This LCA is of Moderate landscape value. This 
landscape is strongly anthropogenic farmland 
landscape comprised of small fields and mixed 
broadleaf hedgerows.

Forces of Change
The trend in this area has predominantly been for 
dispersed rural settlement.

The settlements of Elphin and Croghan 
experienced signif icant levels of new housing 
development in the period up to 2008. Many 
developments remained unfinished as a result 
of the subsequent economic crash, and had a 
detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the 
local areas. This situation has been improving in 
more recent years, with many developments finally 
being finished out. It is expected that activity of 
this nature will continue, with the potential to 
mitigate the previous adverse landscape impacts.

Key Recommendations

Drumlin landscapes typically have a 
reasonably high assimilative capacity 
for built development due to the ‘now-
you-see-me now-you-don’t’ nature of 
the rolling landform and heavy mature 
hedgerows. Care should be taken, however, 
to ensure that views from elevated 
ground, for example overlooking lakes, 
are not marred by intrusive development. 
Housing proposals should have regard 
to the principles set out in the County 
Roscommon Rural Design Guidelines.

Wind speeds of over 8 metres per second 
on high ground to the west and the 
presence of high voltage line in this area 
may make wind turbine development 
commercially viable. Applications for 
development should have regard to 
national guidelines.

Forestry proposals should have regard 
to the forestry and landscape guidelines 
prepared by the Department of Agriculture 
and Food, Forest Service.

The town of Elphin as viewed from the south
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Roscommon LCA 20:

Breedoge Bogland Basin

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located in the northern region of 
County Roscommon, defined by the Sligo county 
boundary to the north, the general catchment 
of the River Breedoge and landcover pattern. 

The landform is one of a broad shallow basin 
draining to the northwest serving the above 
mentioned river and contained by higher ground 
to the west and east. The Breedoge River is fed in 
turn by other smaller rivers including the Mantua 
River and the Finasclin River. The Breedoge feeds 
the southern extreme of Lough Gara, providing 
scenic views from nearby local roads. Three distinct 
shifts of surface vegetation are readily apparent. 
In the east of the LCA, landcover comprises 
mostly wet and dry grassland complex with low 
hedgerows of hawthorn and willow. There is a 
dramatic shift to raised bog and reclaimed raised 
bog in the centre of the LCA where birch and 
willow woodland occurs along drainage channels. 
This eventually gives way to drier grassland in the 
northwestern corner where coniferous stands and 
high hedgerows flank local roads. The areas of bog 
are very extensive. The LCA is served by a series of 
regional roads which link to the north-south N61 
national road. The largest settlement in the LCA 
is the village of Ballinameen, located on dry and 
slightly elevated ground to the east.

The overall image is one of a broad bogland basin 
draining into Lough Gara in neighbouring County 
Sligo.

Extensive bogland of heather and grasses with distant 
coniferous afforestation
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Landscape Value
This LCA has been classified as Moderate in terms 
of landscape value. The principle feature of interest 
is the vast area of bogland in the centre of the 
LCA, which has intrinsic ecological qualities and 
is remote. There is a designated Scenic View 
located on the N61 to the east providing a broadly 
panoramic and elevated view overlooking this LCA 
as seen below.

Forces of Change
The principle forces of change in this LCA include 
afforestation of bogland, encroachment of rural 
housing into bogland fringes and overlooking 
Lough Gara as well as increased marginalisation 
of farmland particularly to the east.

Key Recommendations

In an area where bogland predominates 
the best opportunity is for alternative rural 
enterprises. Where applications arise they 
should have regard to normal planning 
controls with particular attention to design.

Panoramic view at dusk from the N61 heading 
south (LCA 20 visible to right of view)
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Roscommon LCA 21:

Mullaghnashee Wet Farmland Plateau

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located in the northwest of County 
Roscommon, defined by its relatively elevated 
position overlooking wetter areas of bogland to 
the northwest. Its landcover contrasts strongly 
with the extensive areas of bog located to the 
southwest. 

Landform comprises a broad elevated and rounded 
plateau sweeping gradually to lower ground to 
the north in the vicinity of Lough Gara. This area of 
raised ground climaxes at Mullaghnashee where 
elevated and panoramic views are provided of 
the surrounding landscape. The largest river 
in this LCA is the Carricknabraher River which 
flows northeast eventually connecting to Lough 
Gara. Landcover comprises a complex of raised 
bogland on higher ground near Mullaghnashee 
and otherwise a patchwork of both wet and 
dry grassland throughout the remainder of the 
LCA. The quality of farmland improves from the 
southwest to the northeast, with the lower lands 
north of the busy N5 comprising well drained 
pasture lands. Aside from the N5, the LCA is served 
by the R361 regional road and a dense network 
of local roads. The principle settlement in the 
LCA is Frenchpark. Of cultural heritage interest is 
Frenchpark Demesne located north of the N5 and 
the burial place of Douglas Hyde, first President 
of Ireland, in a nearby graveyard.

The overall image of this LCA is of dry and elevated 
undulating farmland with pockets of cultural 
interest.

View north from elevated ground 
at Fairymount
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Landscape Value
This LCA is of Moderate landscape value, much like 
its neighbouring LCAs to the east and west. The 
main features of special value include the elevated 
views available from the summit of Mullaghnashee 
and the cultural heritage interest in the Douglas 
Hyde burial place and the adjacent Frenchpark 
Demesne with its walled estate grounds, parkland 
landscape and folly. The abovementioned 
Carricknabraher River is important from a fisheries 
perspective.

Forces of Change
Development within and around Frenchpark 
should not compromise the heritage value of 
the parkland landscape of Frenchpark Demesne 
located to the west of the village. There is a 
scattering of rural dwellings elsewhere.

Key Recommendations

Applications for new development 
including residential and alternative 
rural development should have regard to 
design guidelines. In particular policies 
should protect the water quality of the 
Carricknabraher River, the walled estate 
grounds of French Park Demesne and the 
scenic views at Fairymount.
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Roscommon LCA Area 22:

Cloona Lough and Lung River Bogland Basin

Key Characteristics
This landscape character area is located in the 
northwest of County Roscommon and is mostly 
defined by the catchment of the Lung River 
which drains in a northeasterly direction from a 
cluster of lakes close to the border with County 
Mayo. 

The largest of these lakes is Cloonagh Lough, 
flanked by Clooacolly Lough to the north, Errit 
Lough to the south and Loughglynn further to 
the east. This landscape character area is very 
low lying and without spatial relief. The Lung 
River slowly meanders its way towards Lough 
Gara in the neighbouring County Sligo. There is 
almost no sense of a valley created by the river, but 
instead a broad floodplain or elongated shallow 
saucer. Landcover varies in this character area, 
but it is visually dominated in the west and east 
by extensive areas of raised bog and reclaimed 
raised bog. The largest area of bog can be found 
along the Roscommon Sligo border where the 
Lung River connects to Lough Gara. The extensive 
plane of bright straw coloured marginal grass is 
striking. On drier ground can be found a scattering 
of green farmland oases comprising both wet 
and dry grasslands. The N5 national route cuts 
through the north eastern end of the LCA and 
the remainder of the area is served by regional 
and local roads. The largest settlement in this LCA 
is Loughglynn, although there is considerable 
influence from Ballaghaderreen located on the 
northern edge.

The overall image is one of a wide river corridor 
feeding an extensive bogland.

Bogland in the eastern edge of the 
landscape character area
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Landscape Value
The value of this LCA is Moderate. The Lung River 
and associated bogland and wetland corridors 
is the strongest asset in the area, along with the 
cluster of lakes found to the west. This landscape 
is of high nature value, and the low lying scenery 
of river and lake is also of considerable interest for 
passive recreation as well as angling. The areas 
of bogland particularly in the east provide a rare 
opportunity for isolation and tranquility as there 
is very little anthropogenic influence in this area.

Forces of Change
The large settlement of Ballaghaderreen has 
exerted some influence on the spread of housing 
into the northern fringes of this LCA. There is also 
evidence of more intense development having 
taken place in previous Plan periods along the 
regional roads and in the village of Loughglynn. 
Otherwise, the western and eastern fringes are 
very sparsely populated due to the presence of 
extensive areas of bogland. There has been some 
afforestation in wet areas in the east of the LCA 
which could threaten to block views of Lough 
Gara as it matures.

Key Recommendations

Normal planning controls should be 
utilised to clearly demarcate the town of 
Ballaghaderreen from the surrounding 
rural area and in doing so would protect 
the intrinsic value of the surrounding 
landscape and bogland ecosystem.

The Lung River corridor is a distinctive 
feature in the landscape. Care should 
therefore be exercised not to compromise 
its quality through inappropriate 
development. In particular, development 
should be controlled within the viewsheds 
of bridges which provide elevated views of 
the river.

The Lung River slowly winding through low lying 
farmland near Ballaghaderreen
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Roscommon LCA Area 23:

Ballaghaderreen and Bockagh Hill Uplands

Key Characteristics
This landscape character area is located in the 
northwestern corner of County Roscommon, 
defined to the north and west by the county 
boundary and to the southeast by the R293 
which defines the northern edge of planar 
bogland surrounding the Lung River. 

The area is punctuated by Bockagh Hill (227m 
ASL), a low rounded cone-shaped hill that provides 
elevated views over the surrounding landscape. 
Landcover is extremely varied in this character 
area, comprising an intimate mix of wet and dry 
grassland on lower elevations and raised bog 
and upland blanket bog at higher elevations. 
There has also been some degree of coniferous 
afforestation at higher elevations. The character 
area drains both to the north and the south, the 
latter feeding the Lung River network. In terms 
of road networks, the N5 winds its way through a 
shallow valley connecting with the east-west R293 
and a dense network of local roads throughout. 
The largest settlement in this character area is the 
large market town of Ballaghaderreen. There is a 
wind farm in this landscape of medium spatial 
extent and some telecommunication masts near 
the summit of the hill.

The overall image is one of a marginal upland 
landscape defining the gateway to Mayo and the 
wild landscape of the west of Ireland.

Panoramic view of rolling uplands in the northwest of Character Area 23.
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Landscape Value
This landscape is of Moderate value. The elevated 
Scenic Route from Bockagh Hill affords views of 
the Roscommon and Mayo landscape and provides 
spatial relief from the predominantly low lying 
landscape of much of the rest of the county. The 
intimate landscapes of small fields and stone walls 
to the northwest of the character area signal the 
transition from the midlands to the west of Ireland.

Forces of Change
The high ground at this location might attract 
additional telecommunication infrastructure as 
well as wind farm development. The marginal 
quality of the farmland at this location may attract 
additional applications for afforestation.

Key Recommendations

Care must be exercised that elevated and 
panoramic views from higher ground 
are not lost or materially altered and that 
the value of high nature value bogland 
is not compromised. Any application for 
development on the down slope from 
the designated Scenic Route should be 
accompanied by a Visual Impact Statement 
to demonstrate that the integrity of the 
view is not adversely affected.

The intimate character of the stone 
wall landscape to the northwest of the 
character area should also be considered.
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Roscommon LCA 24:

Ballinlough Bogland and Esker Ridges

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located in the very west of the county 
taking in the village of Ballinlough and the N60 
national route along its northern boundary and 
stretching south to the townland of Garranlahan. 

The area is predominantly low lying with high 
hedgerows along roads and conifer shelter belts 
around homesteads,all contributing to shallow 
depth of views across the landscape. Esker 
ridges running in a northwest direction is the 
major landscape feature and forms part of the 
southern boundary of the LCA. Slieve O’Flynn in the 
north east and the Clydagh hills in the west drain 
into the central lowland areas of raised bog and 
reclaimed raised bog. An area of raised bog along 
the county border in the town land of Foxborough 
is designated as an NHA.

The image of this LCA is of low lying esker 
landscape under pressure from development.

The gorse covered esker is the main landscape feature of this LCA and is 
overlooked from the village of Garranlahan.
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Landscape Value
The landscape in this area is of Moderate Value. 
This area was highlighted for its esker landscape 
which was considered unusual and valuable.

Forces of Change
The main force of change in this character area has 
the partial removal of eskers for the development of 
single rural dwellings and for quarrying purposes. 
Development pressure which was evident along 
some local roads leading into Ballinlough and 
Garranlahan during the ‘Celtic Tiger’ era has 
subsided in more recent years. The situation is 
not expected to alter significantly over the lifetime 
of the current Plan.

Key Recommendations

Where eskers are the dominant landscape 
characteristic of an area, the partial removal 
or quarrying in an insensitive manner will 
permanently damage the visual quality of 
the landscape. The eskers in the south of 
this character area are clustered and vary 
in height and length. The most southerly 
of these is the most conspicuous due to 
its continuous nature and high elevation. 
Any development of this esker would have 
a significant permanent impact on the 
character of the landscape. Any application 
for development should have special 
regard to this feature. In accordance with 
national guidelines all applications for 
quarrying of eskers in the area should pay 
careful attention to closure plans before 
work commences.
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Roscommon LCA 25:

Cloonfad Hills

Key Characteristics
Situated in the very western part of the 
county the Cloonfad Hills and Esker Ridges 
character area is raised dry ground relative to 
its neighbouring character areas. 

It is generally made up of well managed dry 
grassland with low hedgerows of hawthorn and 
ash as well as stonewalls. Small areas of raised 
bog and wet grassland occur in lower regions. An 
esker ridge delineates the northwestern boundary, 
while the R327 regional road marks the change 
in landform and land cover to the south. Built 
development is quite sparse throughout the area, 
mostly occurring along the local road leading 
into Garranlahan, the R32, and a concentration 
of residential development around the village of 
Cloonfad. Coolcam Lough in the east of the area 
is designated an NHA and an SAC, while an area 
of lowland in the west at Moigh Upper is an NHA.

The image of the LCA is elevated pasture land with 
stone walls overlooking surrounding lower regions.

Stonewalls and hedgerows have been removed in places eroding 
the character of the area around the village of Garranlahan.
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Landscape Value
The Cloonfad Hills character area is of Moderate 
Value. Marginalisation of farmland has in places 
eroded what is generally well maintained farmland. 
In some areas, hedgerows along field boundaries 
have fallen into decline. The removal of stone walls 
to allow for the creation of sight lines, or where 
they are replaced by render finished walls at the 
entrance of single rural dwellings has undermined 
one of the main characteristics of the area.

Forces of Change
There appears to be little recent change in this 
area. Potential for development of the economy 
will depend on alternative rural enterprise.

Key Recommendations

Any application for development, 
particularly single rural dwellings, should 
have special regard to the existing stone 
walls along boundaries. Due to the elevated 
landform of this area, any applications for 
development should pay careful attention 
to the softening of ridgelines of buildings 
against the sky through the planting of 
native species.
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Roscommon LCA 26:

Cloonfad Bog and Upland

Key Characteristics
Situated in the very western tip of the county the 
Cloonfad Bog and Upland character area rises 
in the south east at Slieve Dairt and slopes and 
drains to the northwest into lowlands. 

Coniferous plantation, understorey forestry and 
scrub dominate the uplands in the southeast, 
providing scenic walking amenities for local 
residents. Areas of raised bog, cutover raised bog 
and reclaimed raised bog characterise the land 
cover in lower regions. The area south of the village 
of Cloonfad is very open and has weak deciduous 
tree and hedgerow cover, while conifer shelterbelts 
around homesteads punctuate the flat region. 
Outside of Cloonfad village, the LCA is sparsely 
developed.

The image of the Cloonfad Bog and Upland 
character area is of open low lying wet grassland 
complex with elevated forest amenity to the south 
east.

View across reclaimed raised bog in open low lying area 
south of the village of Cloonfad.
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Landscape Value
The Cloonfad Bog and Upland character area is of 
Moderate Value. The walking trails and views from 
the forests on Slieve Dairt are a valued amenity to 
the local people in the Cloonfad area.

Forces of Change
In lower regions, particularly in areas of reclaimed 
raised bogland there is a distinct lack of hedgerow 
planting along field boundaries. There may be 
a future trend towards development of rural 
enterprises and conifer plantations.

Key Recommendations

All applications for development in this 
LCA should be viewed as an opportunity 
to bring cohesion to an area that is 
structurally weak in deciduous tree and 
hedgerow cover, especially in the low lying 
regions.

Applications for single rural dwellings or 
rural enterprise developments should 
pay special attention to the treatment 
of boundaries, and new planting should 
include hedgerows of native and naturally 
occurring species such as willow, hazel and 
hawthorn.

Forestry in low lying areas should pay 
careful attention to the treatment of 
boundaries by planting naturally occurring 
species such as ash, alder, birch and willow.

.

View to the northwest from the walking trail at Slieve 
Dairt looking toward the village of Cloonfad
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Roscommon LCA 27:

Castlerea Raised Bogland

Key Characteristics
This LCA is one of the smallest LCAs in the 
county located towards the northwest of the 
county and has a striking character. 

The Castlerea Raised Bogland is predominantly a 
plateau which drops off very gradually along the 
southeastern edge to a swath of dry grassland, 
providing a very strong contrast in terms of colour 
and texture. There are no major rivers in this LCA. 
However an orthogonal drain runs on an northeast-
southwest axis before shifting at right angles to join 
to the Owennaforeesha River. Landcover is greatly 
influenced by the dominance of bog, comprising 
almost exclusively heather and grass. There is 
limited afforestation, which is mostly at the outer 
fringes, to the northeast and southwest. There are 
almost no houses in or around the bogland and 
the only settlement within this LCA is Bellanagare 
to the northeast. The eastern boundary of the LCA 
is defined in the most part by the N5 national road. 
Otherwise, the LCA is served by regional road R361 
to the north and a local road to the south.

This LCA has a very distinctive image of a remote, 
isolated and tranquil bogland.

Panorama of extensive and remote bogland views
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Landscape Value
This landscape character area is of High Value due 
to the extent of bogland, the sense of remoteness 
and tranquility and the contrast provided with its 
broad surrounds. The area of bogland in this LCA is 
highly valued for its natural heritage, designated 
as an SPA and SAC.

Forces of Change
Any significant increase in afforestation would 
impact on the sense of openness.

Key Recommendations

This landscape character area would be 
very vulnerable to change, especially in 
the central bogland area. Care should be 
taken that any housing proposals do not 
erode the sense of remoteness and special 
tranquility that currently prevails in the 
central bogland.
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Roscommon LCA 28:

Tulsk and Rathcroghan Plateau

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located in the centre of the northern 
half of County Roscommon and is generally 
higher and drier than the neighbouring LCAs. 

The character area rises to the summit of a hill 
at Rathkineely (161m ASL), with a slightly lower 
hill to the east at Rathcroghan Cross Roads 
(125m ASL). This landscape is also distinguished 
from its surrounds due to the visually striking 
concentration of archaeological monuments at 
Rathcroghan Complex, comprising of mounds, 
ringforts, ring barrows, ancient roads and field 
systems, megalithic tombs and souterrains. 
The principle feature of public attraction is the 
large mound located on the west side of the N5 
Ballaghaderreen Road and located approximately 
in the centre of the overall archaeological 
complex. This site is signposted and has a small 
car park and information sign. Driving or walking 
through this LCA gives a strong impression of a 
very rich heritage, one that dates from the Early 
Prehistoric Period right the way through into the 
Early Medieval Period (AD400-AD800). It is best 
known as a major royal settlement (the seat of the 
legendary Queen Maeve). It is also described as a 
location of a great cemetery, an assembly site and 
an inauguration site of the Kings of Connaught. 
The LCA is therefore one of the most important 
archaeological and historical landscapes not just 
in County Roscommon, but on a national scale.

The landscape here is reasonably well drained, 
comprising tightly grazed grassland with stone 
walls and low hedgerows. There are opportunities 
for long distant views, particularly from the ring 
fort at Rathcroghan as well as further west at 
Toberrory. The N5 passes through this LCA off of 
which there is a network of local roads and farm 
lanes. Tulsk is the only settlement in this character 
area. This village is strategically positioned on a 
major crossroads between the east west N5 and 
the north-south N61.

The overall image of this LCA is of an ancient 
landscape extremely rich in heritage and full of 
curious and memorable human-made landscape 
features.

88 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-202788

4. Landscape Assessment Study 



Landscape Value
This landscape is of Exceptional Value and is one of 
just two landscapes in the entire county which have 
been classified as such. The rich archaeological 
heritage to be discovered in this LCA is of national 
significance and this is fully appreciated not only 
by scientists and academics, but also by the people 
of Roscommon. Rathcroghan is one of the four 
‘royal sites’ that feature prominently in early Irish 
literature (along with Tara, Navan and Knockaulin) 
particularly in the epic Cattle Raid of Cooley, the 
Táin Bó Cúailgne which was initiated there.

Forces of Change
The forthcoming N5 road realignment between 
Scramoge in the east and Ballaghadereen to the 
west has the potential to significantly improve the 
quality of the experience of Rathcroghan, with the 
line of the new road being outside of this important 
area. It is essential that future applications for 
development in this area takes into account the 
exceptional heritage value of this area.

Other forces of change include afforestation 
particularly on wetter farmland, as well proposals 
for single rural dwellings (although demand is 
far less pronounced here than in other parts of 
County Roscommon).

Key Recommendations

Special recognition must be given to 
the exceptional heritage value of the 
Rathcroghan Archaeological Complex. 
All applications for development within 
the vicinity should be accompanied by an 
Archaeological Impact Assessment in order 
to ensure the protection of Rathcroghan.

View from the Rathmore mound at Rathcroghan

View of the inauguration site for Kings 
of Connaught, the main Rathcroghan 
archaeological site.

View overlooking the Carns archaeological site towards Slieve Bawn in the far distance
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Roscommon LCA 29:

Strokestown Drumlin and Turlough Belt

Key Characteristics
This Landscape Character Area is located in 
the northern half of County Roscommon. It is a 
relatively large LCA and is defined by a series of 
rounded hills to the east, an area of high ground 
to the west at Rathcroghan and otherwise by 
the clustering of lakes and turloughs. 

These turloughs combine with the rolling drumlin 
hills to create the essence of the character of 
this landscape. The drumlin hills are aligned on 
a northeast to southwest axis and fade out to 
flatter ground in the western half of the LCA. The 
hills determine the drainage pattern which flows 
northeast in the direction of the River Shannon 
corridor. There are several lakes and turloughs in 
this landscape and they combine with the low hills 
to create a distinctive and very strong character. 
The landscape changes throughout the year as the 
turloughs fill and empty, creating a very dramatic 
seasonal effect. The sight of hedgerows descending 
gradually underwater is a curiosity which is part 
of the character of this most fluid landscape. The 
pattern of drumlins also has a major influence 
on the landcover in this LCA, with higher ground 
comprising mostly well drained dry grassland 
and lower ground typically comprising reclaimed 
blanket bog and wetland. This combination of 
the bright green hills and russet dips and valleys 
is striking. The largest settlement in this LCA 
is Strokestown. The town was planned around 
Strokestown Park House (1720-1740) and is a fine 
example of an estate town. It is an impressive town 
not least for its unusually wide main street and 
the axial relationship created between the grand 
entrance to Strokestown House in the east and the 
elevated church to the west. Strokestown House 
and Gardens has undergone considerable work 
over the past two decades and together with the 
Famine Museum is a significant tourist attraction. 
Strokestown is also of renown as the birth place 
of the poet Percy French at Cloonyquin. The N5 
national route currently runs through the main 
street.

Overall image of this landscape is one of a rolling 
wetland with a strong cultural node at Strokestown.
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Landscape Value
This character area is of Moderate Landscape 
Value. The main features of value are the planned 
settlement of Strokestown with its associated 
demesne, developed in the 18th century. The 
area is characterised by the amount of lakes and 
turloughs which are visually significant.

Forces of Change
There is evidence of single rural dwellings 
throughout this LCA and particularly concentrated 
on hills overlooking lakes and turloughs. Whilst 
development pressure has declined in recent 
years, care needs to be taken to guard against a 
proliferation of sporadic one off housing, which 
could diminish the amenity value of the area.

Key Recommendations

Although the rolling landform may visually 
accommodate built development, the 
natural heritage value around the lakes and 
turloughs should constrain development. 
The Council should adopt an objective that 
recognises the lakeland nature of this LCA.

It should be an objective of the Council to 
prepare, as part of the LAP review, a Design 
Statement in order to protect the special 
heritage of Strokestown.

View of the drowned drumlin landscape
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Roscommon LCA 30:

Oran Undulating Open Farmland

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located in the middle of County 
Roscommon, just west of Roscommon Town. 
It comprises a shallow saucer defined by low 
hills to the west, north and east. 

Elevation here is low and the land generally drains 
in a southerly direction towards the River Suck. 
Landform is very gently undulating, creating 
subtle hills and hollows, the latter of which often 
contains lakes or turloughs. The landscape here is 
remarkably open in terms of providing long distant 
views. This is especially noticeable as one travels 
between Ballymoe and Roscommon on the main 
road in the LCA, the N60. The scale of landscape is 
quite large, therefore, with open fields of tight low 
boundaries. Landcover comprises a combination 
of dry grassland throughout contrasting with 
signif icant patches of reclaimed blanket bog 
as well as some raised bog in the centre of the 
LCA. It is thus a landscape of considerable visual 
contrast. In addition to these two landcover 
types, there is also some degree of wet grassland 
scattered throughout. The only settlement of any 
significance in this LCA is Castleplunkett in the 
north and aside from the N60 which travels west 
to east and the N61 which passes north-south, all 
other roads are local in character. 

The overall image of this landscape is one of a 
very open and gently undulating farmland with 
occasional turloughs.

Open farmland landscape with a large 
turlough in the centre of the view
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Landscape Value
This character area is of Moderate Landscape Value. 
There are some cultural features of interest in the 
area, including St. Patrick’s Well at Oran.

Forces of Change
In common with many areas of Roscommon, a 
considerable number of houses have been built 
in the countryside in this area in the late 1990’s 
and early 2000’s. Lower rates of development 
(similar to most areas in the recent Plan period), 
are expected to continue to occur over the new 
Plan period.

There is also evidence of declining quality of 
farmland with the onset of rush, particularly on 
wetter ground.

Key Recommendations

Due to the open character of the area the 
landscape is somewhat vulnerable to the 
negative visual impact that may arise from 
inappropriate forms of built development. 
Siting and design considerations will be 
central to the assessment of planning 
applications that may arise in the LCA.
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Roscommon LCA 31:

Scramoge River Basin

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located in the centre of the county, 
north of Roscommon town. It is defined to the 
east by the highest ridge in County Roscommon, 
(Slieve Bawn which rises to a height of 262m 
ASL), to the north by a series of drumlin hills, 
to the west by a low ridge of high ground and 
to the south by landcover pattern. 

The centre of this LCA is a low basin serving the 
Scramoge River which drains in a northeasterly 
direction towards the Kilglass Lakes and onwards 
to the Shannon system. The Scramoge River Basin 
character area is thus one of the most varied of all 
the LCAs in this study concerning landform. The 
central area is a flat raised bog, surrounded by a 
series of reclaimed raised bogs. Higher ground is 
dominated by extensive areas of wet grassland with 
the ridge of Slieve Bawn being mostly afforested 
with coniferous plantations. This LCA also provides 
huge contrast in terms of landcover, therefore. 
There are no settlements in this LCA and the 
central bogland area provides an opportunity 
for tranquility and isolation. In the northeastern 
corner of this LCA, the N5 passes through a gap 
of low ground between Slieve Bawn and a ridge 
running north to Kilglass. This pass creates a 
gateway experience and is readily appreciable 
to users of the N5. Aside from this road, the N61 
defines parts of the western boundary of the LCA 
and regional road R368 passes to the north.

The overall image of this LCA is one of a low river 
and bogland basin flanked by an elevated forest 
ridge. View to south overlooking raised bog with 

areas of coniferous plantation
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Landscape Value
This LCA is of Moderate Landscape Value. There is 
one extensive NHA (Derrycanan NHA) in the centre 
of the area which is of ecological and habitat value.

Forces of Change
There have been quite a number of single rural 
dwellings built in this LCA over the past two 
decades, likely driven by the proximity to the 
county town of Roscommon just a short distance 
to the south as well as Strokestown to the north. 
On higher ground, there has been a considerable 
amount of coniferous afforestation and this is likely 
to gradually creep downhill as farmers consider 
their land use options.

Key Recommendations

The bogland NHA would be vulnerable to 
any change of any kind.

The recent development of a wind energy 
project on Slieve Bawn has demonstrated 
the potential of the general area to 
accommodate such developments from 
a landscape perspective, as well as the 
sufficiency of wind resources in this area 
to make projects commercially viable. 
Any future applications for wind turbines 
should be considered in the context of 
the numbers already permitted and with 
regard to the national planning guidelines 
for wind energy developments.

Proposals for single rural dwellings should 
be directed to lower ground, in farmland 
areas where there are mature hedgerows 
which can assist in the visual integration 
of such change, away from the edges of 
raised bogland or higher areas of land 
where they would be visually intrusive.

View to northeast overlooking reclaimed 
raised bog and raised bog complex, with 
Slieve Bawn in the distance
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Roscommon LCA Area 32:

Roscommon Town and Hinterland

Key Characteristics
Roscommon Town is the county town and is 
centrally located in the very heart of the county. 
It is also designated in the National Planning 
Framework as a Key Town. 

Outside of the town the landcover in this area is 
mostly low lying dry grassland with some areas of 
reclaimed raised bog and forestry to the south. The 
rolling drumlin hills in the north slope and drain 
in an easterly direction in the Hind River which 
connects to Lough Ree. Skrine Hill defines the 
boundary in the south. Roscommon town itself 
has a very distinctive character and comprises 
many features of important cultural heritage, 
including the remains of Roscommon Castle (on 
the northwestern side of the town), as well as the 
ruined Friary on the south eastern side of the town 
centre. Both of these features have been preserved 
in their ruined state and are open to the public 
in very pleasant settings. They provide not only 
cultural interest but are also of high amenity value. 
The castle is located in the context of a large public 
park, with lake, tree planting and playground and 
provides an excellent backdrop to views of the 
Church in the middle ground. There is also an 
important amenity area to the south of the town at 
Mote Park, providing walking routes in a woodland 
setting. A considerable level of development, both 
commercial and residential, took place on the 
eastern and northeastern approaches to the town 
in the 2000’s. The town is very well connected 
with a number of regional roads converging in 
the town. The Dublin to Westport railway line also 
passes through this LCA.

The overall image for this LCA is of a nodal county 
town of rich cultural heritage located in the context 
of fertile farmland.

View of the Roman Catholic 
Church from Loughnaneane 
Park in Roscommon town
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Landscape Value
Roscommon town and hinterland is of High 
Landscape Value. This reflects the high quality of 
cultural heritage features to be found in the town 
environs as described above.

Forces of Change
As the county town and a designated Key Town 
in the national strategy, Roscommon will be a 
focus for growth in the Plan period and beyond. 
New developments and population growth bring 
prosperity and greatly improved services for the 
residents. However, care must be taken to ensure 
that applications for development take into 
consideration the protection of the built heritage 
of the town. Objectives currently included in the 
Roscommon Town Local Area Plan to ensure the 
protection and enhancement of heritage features 
will continue to be relevant in the overall approach 
to development. In the greater hinterland, there is 
a sustained demand for single rural dwellings. In 
accordance with national and regional policy, it is 
appropriate to resist this tendency for the urban 
area to sprawl into the surrounding countryside.

Key Recommendations

Protecting and enhancing the existing 
character of Roscommon town will be 
fundamental to its future development.

The setting of the town within a rural 
landscape is valuable and should be 
protected by a presumption against 
unnecessary development outside town 
boundaries.

Development should only be permitted 
where it is of the highest quality of design 
and will not significantly adversely impact 
on the surrounding landscape character.

Identified Scenic Views on the approaches 
to Roscommon town should continue to 
be afforded protection from inappropriate 
development.

Roscommon Castle as 
viewed over the lake in the 
town park
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Roscommon LCA 33:

Skrine Hill and Limestone Pavement

Key Characteristics
Situated just south of Roscommon town in 
the centre of the county, this upland LCA is 
defined by its relative elevation compared to 
the surrounding lowlands. 

The landform is generally quite complex, with 
hills and hollows and steep slopes particularly 
to the north. This LCA is known locally for its 
limestone pavements. Areas of exposed flat 
rock as well as naturally occurring and hewn 
rock faces provide strong visual contrast with 
to the otherwise softness of well drained grassy 
fields. Landcover is generally very well drained 
comprising predominantly dry grassland, with 
very small patches of wet grassland in places. The 
land cover is a result of the well drained limestone 
geology found throughout. The area is sparsely 
populated and served only by a local road network. 

The overall image of the area is one of a well 
drained and complex upland with unusual rock 
outcrops and panoramic views.

Limestone rock face, well drained 
grassland and scattered scrub located 
close to the top of Skrine Hill

98 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-202798

4. Landscape Assessment Study 



Landscape Value
The Skrine Hill and Limestone Pavement is of High 
Value reflecting the elevated panoramic views 
in the direction of Lough Ree to the east and its 
unique limestone pavement and rock faces. A 
Scenic View located at the crest of Moydow Hill 
overlooks rolling farmland, with Lough Ree and 
Rhindoon in the distance to the east. Although 
highly regarded at a local level for its geology and 
flora, this area currently does not have any official 
nature designations.

Forces of Change
While this LCA is currently relatively sparsely 
populated, a number of houses in elevated 
positions detract from the overall character of 
this otherwise rocky upland. Scrub is encroaching 
onto poorer areas of farmland which may in turn 
have an adverse impact on the ecology of this 
limestone area.

Key Recommendations

Applications for development within this 
area should be accompanied by a visual 
impact statement recognising the high 
value of open views across this landscape.
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Roscommon LCA 34:

Lough Funshinagh, Stone Wall Grasslands  
and Esker Ridges

Key Characteristics
This LCA is located south of the centre of County 
Roscommon and is one of the largest areas 
identified in the study. The landform rolls from 
north to south and is primarily dry grassland 
farmland. 

There is an area of low lying dry grassland in the 
south where eskers run in a northeast to southwest 
direction and make a signif icant contribution 
towards the overall character and quality of 
the landscape. Lough Funshinagh is the main 
landscape feature in the north east. Stone walls 
evolved as the system of enclosure throughout this 
area and in places the field sizes are particularly 
small contributing significantly to the landscape 
character and sense of place. There are no major 
settlements in this area. The area is served by the 
local road network.

The overall image of this LCA is of a rolling 
stonewalled grassland landscape with a distinctive 
esker area to the south.

View to southwest overlooking Lough 
Funshinagh from Scenic View No.22

100 Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027100

4. Landscape Assessment Study 



Landscape Value
This landscape is of Moderate Value. There are 
several locations where views are provided from 
local roads overlooking Lough Funshinagh. Lough 
Funshinagh is designated as a Special Area of 
Conservation and so is not just of aesthetic interest 
but also of high ecological quality. The other 
features of value in this landscape character area 
are the eskers highlighted in the description above. 
They are a reminder of our glacial history and in 
some places hazel wood cover creates a strong 
aesthetic and ecological interest.

Forces of Change
The has been evidence of demand for single rural 
dwellings on the high ground overlooking Lough 
Funshinagh. The impact of built development is 
significant in some instances and undermines the 
visual quality of the landscape.

Houses in the esker belt can sometimes also create 
an adverse landscape impact as they may require 
the full or partial removal of the gravelly ridges. 
Demand for quarried stone and gravel is likely to 
continue.

Key Recommendations

Housing proposals in particularly 
prominent locations between public 
roads and Lough Funshinagh should 
be accompanied by a Visual Impact 
Statement. Developments will be required 
to be sited and designed in accordance 
with the principles set out in the County 
Roscommon Rural Design Guidelines.

In assessing planning applications for 
quarrying regard will be had to Quarries 
and Ancillary Activities Guidelines (DEHLG 
2004).

View to east overlooking undulating 
fields enclosed by stonewalls
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Roscommon LCA 35:

Brideswell Esker Belt

Key Characteristics
This landscape character area is located in the 
south of the county and has been defined to 
the north and south primarily on the basis of 
land cover and to the east and west primarily 
on the basis of subtle enclosure by landform. 

The area is predominantly low lying and flat with 
just a few low hills located to the west and east. 
The flatness of terrain has had a significant impact 
on drainage of the LCA, creating extensive areas of 
raised bog and reclaimed raised bog throughout. 
The predominance of bogland tends to dissipate 
towards the east of the LCA, being replaced by 
dry grassland, reclaimed raised bog and some 
patches of wet grassland. In contrast to the planar 
bogs, there are a series of ridges located in the 
northeastern end of the LCA. These eskers fan 
out from the Athlone environs to the north and 
west. Land cover in the northeastern corner is 
complex, combining a mix of both wet and dry 
environments. There are three regional roads 
which pass through this LCA and the Dublin to 
Galway railway line also passes through this LCA 
running in a straight line from east to west. 

The overall image of this landscape is one of bogs 
and eskers experiencing localised development 
pressure from nearby urban area.

View overlooking an esker 
farmland with scrub
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Landscape Value
This landscape is of Moderate Value. There are 
two SACs in this LCA. Castlesampson esker is 
designated as a Special Area of Conservation.

Forces of Change
There has been considerable quarrying activity in 
the esker belt of this LCA, adjoining the boundary 
of LCA 34. This has brought about considerable 
landscape change. While the quarry pits 
themselves might be screened from public roads, 
the dust created by vehicles emerging from the 
quarry is clearly evident and creates an adverse 
visual impact.

The proximity of this LCA to Athlone brings with 
it pressure for development, primarily in the form 
of one off rural housing.

Key Recommendations

It is necessary to recognise the importance 
of the esker area and the inter-related geo-
morphological landscape of archaeological 
significance.

In assessing planning applications for 
quarrying regard will be had to Quarries 
and Ancillary Activities Guidelines (DEHLG, 
2004).

Consideration should be given to a study 
of the eskers in County Roscommon to 
identify those which are most sensitive 
to development and assist in prioritizing 
those which warrant protection from 
development.

View overlooking an esker farmland which 
has been cleared and improved
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Roscommon LCA 36:

Ballydangan Pastures

Key Characteristics
This landscape character area is located close 
to the southern tip of the County, defined 
on the basis of land cover comprising of well 
drained farmland and contrasting strongly 
with surrounding LCAs which tend to be largely 
dominated by extensive areas of bog. 

This LCA is gently undulating, sloping very slightly 
from northwest to southeast in the direction of the 
River Shannon. The quality of farmland here is quite 
good, with just small patches of wet grassland 
located in the southwest alongside reclaimed 
bogland. The landscape is quite open with loose 
hedgerows of broadleaf species. The M6 motorway 
passes in a southwesterly direction through this 
LCA. The status of roads is otherwise local. There 
are no large settlements in this LCA, although 
there are crossroads settlements and scattered 
single rural dwellings located throughout.

View of the Ballydangan pastures
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Landscape Value
This landscape is of Moderate Value.

Forces of Change
There has been evidence over the past Plan 
period of continued pressure for one off rural 
housing in this LCA. This is likely to continue 
due to the proximity of the area to Athlone, as a 
designated Regional Growth Centre in the NPF, 
and to Ballinasloe (which is designated as a Key 
Town in the NPF). There is limited capacity for the 
landscape to continue to absorb rural housing.

Key Recommendation

Applications for development in this region 
should comply with all strategic planning 
policy in respect of rural housing and 
particular attention should also be paid to 
the design principles set out in the County 
Roscommon Rural Design Guidelines.
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Appendix 1

Figure 10: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views
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Figure 11: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 01
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Figure 12: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 02
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Figure 13: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 03
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Figure 14: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 04
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Figure 15: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 05
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Figure 16: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 06
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Figure 17: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 07
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Figure 18: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 08
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Figure 19: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 09
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Figure 20: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 10
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Figure 21: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 11
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Figure 22: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 12
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Figure 23: Map of Scenic Routes and Scenic Views – 13
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Notes:
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Get involved, make a submission, keep up to date  
on the plan process at www.rosdevplan.ie  
and via Twitter @rosdevplan

Website: www.rosdevplan.ie

In Writing: Forward Planning 
 Roscommon County Council 
 Aras an Chontae 
 Roscommon 
 F42 VR98

https://www.rosdevplan.ie
https://twitter.com/rosdevplan
https://www.rosdevplan.ie

