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 Introduction 

1.1 Introduction and 
Legislative Context 

This is the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) Statement for the Roscommon County 
Development Plan (CDP) 2022-2028. 
 
SEA is a systematic process of predicting and 
evaluating the likely environmental effects of 
implementing a plan, or other strategic action, 
in order to ensure that these effects are 
appropriately addressed at the earliest 
appropriate stage of decision-making on a par 
with economic and social considerations. 
 
Directive 2001/42/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 
27th June 2001, on the Assessment of the 
Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the 
Environment, referred to hereafter as the SEA 
Directive, introduced the requirement that SEA 
be carried out on plans and programmes which 
are prepared for a number of sectors, including 
land use. The SEA Directive was transposed into 
Irish Law through the European Communities 
(Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and 
Programmes) Regulations 2004 and the 
Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004. 
The Regulations have been amended by the 
European Communities (Environmental 
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2011 and the 
Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2011. 

1.2 Content of the SEA 
Statement 

Where SEA is undertaken, the Regulations 
require that a Statement is made available to 

the public and the competent environmental 
authorities after the making of the Plan. 
 
This Statement is referred to as an SEA 
Statement. 
 
The SEA Statement is required to include 
information summarising: 

a) how environmental considerations 
have been integrated into the Plan; 

b) how the following have been taken 
into account during the preparation of 
the Plan: 
 the environmental report, 
 submissions and observations 

made to the planning authority on 
the Draft Plan and Environmental 
Report, and 

 any transboundary consultations 
(not required for this SEA). 

c) the reasons for choosing the Plan in 
the light of the other reasonable 
alternatives dealt with; and 

d) the measures decided upon to monitor 
the significant environmental effects of 
implementing the Plan. 

1.3 Implications of SEA 
for the Plan 

SEA has been undertaken on the Plan and 
the findings of the SEA are expressed in an 
Environmental Report, the first published 
version of which accompanied the Draft Plan 
on public display. The Environmental Report 
was updated in order to take account of 
changes to the original Draft Plan that were 
made on foot of submissions and 
recommendations in the submissions. 
 
Roscommon County Council has been 
provided with the findings of SEA output 
during their consideration of the Plan and 
before the Plan was adopted. 
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 How Environmental Considerations 
were integrated into the Plan 

2.1 Introduction 
Environmental considerations were presented 
to the Council for its consideration through: 
 

1. Consultations; 
2. Communication of environmental 

sensitivities throughout the SEA 
process;  

3. Appropriate Assessment; 
4. Strategic Flood Risk Assessment; 
5. Consideration of alternatives; 
6. Integration of environmental 

considerations; and 
7. Integration of individual SEA and AA 

provisions into the Plan. 

2.2 Consultations 
As environmental authorities identified under 
the Planning and Development (SEA) 
Regulations, as amended, the following 
authorities were sent SEA scoping notices 
indicating that submissions or observations in 
relation to the scope and level of detail of the 
information to be included in the 
environmental report could be made to 
Roscommon County Council1: Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Department 
of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht; 
Department of Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment; Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government; 
Environmental Protection Agency; Galway 
County Council; Sligo County Council; 
Westmeath County Council; Mayo County 
Council; Longford County Council; Offaly 
County Council; and Leitrim County Council. 
 
Detail on submissions made on foot of the SEA 
scoping notice is provided under Section 3.2. 
 
Detail is also provided on submissions that 
were made on the Draft Plan and/or the SEA 
Environmental Report while they were on 
public display (see Section 3). 

 
1 The names of some of the relevant authorities have 
changed since notification was provided. 

2.3 Communication of 
environmental 
sensitivities 
throughout the SEA 
process 

Environmental considerations were integrated 
into the Plan before it was placed on public 
display. Individual sensitivities that were 
considered by the Planning Team preparing 
the Plan included the following: 
 

 European Sites (Special Areas of 
Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas); 

 Other Ecological Designations; 
 Status of Surface and Ground Waters; 
 Various entries to the Water 

Framework Directive’s Register of 
Protected Areas; 

 Groundwater Vulnerability; 
 Water Services Capacity, Performance 

and Demand; 
 Cultural heritage (archaeological and 

architectural) sensitivities; and 
 Landscape Designations. 

 
A number of these sensitivities are mapped on 
Figures 2.1 to 2.3.  
 
Overlay mapping of environmental sensitivities 
was also prepared and a number of the 
environmental sensitivities described above 
were weighted and mapped overlapping each 
other. Figure 2.4 provides the overlay mapping 
of Environmental Sensitivities that was 
prepared. Environmental sensitivities are 
indicated by colours which range from higher 
to lower sensitivity. 

2.4 Appropriate 
Assessment 

Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening and 
Stage 2 AA have been undertaken alongside 
the Plan. The requirement for AA is provided 
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under the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 
1992/43/EEC).  
 
The conclusion of the AA is that the Plan will 
not affect the integrity of the European Sites, 
alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects.2 
 
The preparation of the Plan, SEA and AA has 
taken place concurrently and the findings of 
the AA have informed the SEA. 

2.5 Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment 

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) has 
been undertaken alongside the Plan. The 
requirement for SFRA is provided under ‘The 
Planning System and Flood Risk Management 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ 
(Department of Environment and Office of 
Public Works, 2009) and associated 
Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government Circular PL2/2014. The 
recommendations from the SFRA were 
integrated into the Plan. 

2.6 Consideration of 
Alternatives 

Consideration of the environmental effects 
arising from a variety of different alternatives 
for the Plan (see Section 4) has contributed 
towards the protection and management of 
the environment within the Plan.  

2.7 Integration of 
environmental 
considerations into 
Zoning of the Plan 

Environmental considerations were integrated 
into the Plan’s zoning through an 
interdisciplinary approach. 
 
Zoning has been applied in a way that 
primarily seeks to achieve sustainable and 
compact growth, taking into account the 

 
2 Except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, 
viz. There must be: (a) no alternative solution available, (b) 
imperative reasons of overriding public interest for the plan to 
proceed; and (c) adequate compensatory measures in place. 

various requirements set out in the higher-
level NPF and Northern and Western RSES.  
 
The detailed Plan preparation process 
undertaken by the Planning Department 
combined with specialist input from the SFRA 
process sought to facilitate zoning that avoids 
inappropriate development being permitted in 
areas of high flood risk. Various provisions 
have been inserted into the Plan that provide 
for flood risk management at project level. 
Also taken into account were environmental 
sensitivities relating to ecology, cultural 
heritage, landscape and water. 

2.8 Integration of 
individual SEA, AA and 
SFRA provisions into 
the text of the Plan 

Various provisions have been integrated into 
the text of the Plan through the Plan-
preparation and SEA, SFRA and AA processes. 
Both the Planning and the assessment teams 
contributed towards the mitigation which was 
developed over multiple iterations and was 
informed by, inter alia, various 
communications through the SEA, AA and 
SFRA processes.  
 
Table 2.1 links key mitigation measure(s) to 
the likely significant effects of implementing 
the Plan, if unmitigated. The measures 
generally benefit multiple environmental 
components i.e. a measure providing for the 
protection of biodiversity, flora and fauna 
could beneficially impact upon the 
minimisation of flood risk and the protection of 
human health, for example.  
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Figure 2.1 Selection of Individual Environmental Sensitivities taken into account (1 of 3) 

European Sites within and within 15 km of the County 

Natural Heritage Areas and Proposed Natural Heritage Areas within and within 15 km of the County 
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Figure 2.2 Selection of Individual Environmental Sensitivities taken into account (2 of 3) 
 

Surface Water Status Groundwater Status 
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Figure 2.3 Selection of Individual Environmental Sensitivities taken into account (3 of 3) 

Archaeological Designations Landscape Designations 
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Figure 2.4 Overlay of Environmental Sensitivities 
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Table 2.1  Integration of Environmental Considerations into the Plan 
Topic Potentially 

Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

Biodiversity and 
flora and fauna 

Arising from both 
construction and 
operation of 
development and 
associated 
infrastructure:  
 Loss of/damage to 

biodiversity in 
designated sites 
(including European 
Sites and Wildlife 
Sites) and Annexed 
habitats and species, 
listed species, 
ecological 
connectivity and non-
designated habitats; 
and disturbance to 
biodiversity and flora 
and fauna; 

 Habitat loss, 
fragmentation and 
deterioration, 
including patch size 
and edge effects; 
and 

 Disturbance  (e.g. 
due to noise and 
lighting along 
transport corridors) 
and displacement of 
protected species 
such as birds and 
bats. 

Also refer to detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan.  
Overarching Planning Principles - Assessments  
ASSESSMENTS REQUIRED 
Specific assessments may be required to enable the Planning Authority to make a decision on a planning proposal having regard to legislative requirements and/or to ensure compliance 
with the Development Plan. Assessments that may be required as part of planning proposals, in certain instances, include but are not limited to the following: 

 Natura Impact Statement (in order to inform the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
 Flood Risk Assessment 
 Traffic and Transport Assessment 
 Architectural Assessment 
 Archaeological Assessment 
 Landscape Appraisal and Visual Impact Assessment 
 Ecological Assessment 
 Design Statement 

Proposals for development will be assessed in terms of potential impact on existing adjacent developments, existing land uses and/or the surrounding landscape. Where proposed 
developments would be likely to have a significant adverse effect on the amenities of the area through pollution by noise, fumes, odours, dust, grit or vibration, or cause pollution of air, 
water and/or soil, mitigation measures should be included in order to eliminate adverse environmental impacts or reduce them to an acceptable operating level. Proposals shall also ensure 
that investigations are carried out in relation to the nature and extent of any soil and groundwater contamination and the risks associated with site development work, where brownfield 
development is proposed. The EPA’s publication Code of Practice: Environmental Risk Assessment for Unregulated Waste Disposal Sites (2007) shall be taken into account as relevant. 
Natural Heritage 
NH 10.1 Ensure the protection, conservation and enhancement of the biodiversity of the county. 
NH 10.2 Support the implementation of the relevant recommendations contained in the National Biodiversity Action Plan, including no net loss in biodiversity, and the All Ireland Pollinator 
Plan.  
NH 10.3 Implement the County Roscommon Heritage Plan and the Biodiversity Action Plan, or any subsequent plans, in partnership with all relevant stakeholders. 
NH 10.4 Proposals where woodland, tree or hedgerow removal is proposed will be required to demonstrate a sufficient level of protection to Annex IV species, such as Bats and Otter, in 
accordance with the Habitats Directive.  
NH 10.5 Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) will be required for proposed developments likely to significantly impact on natural habitats and/or species, and which are not subject to 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
NH 10.6 Require all new developments in the early pre-planning stage of the planning process to identify, protect and enhance ecological features by making provision for local biodiversity 
(e.g. through provision of swift boxes, bat roost sites, green roofs, etc.) having regard to the recommendations outlined in the Habitat Mapping in Co. Roscommon, 2011 and 
the County Roscommon Swift Survey, 2020. 
NH 10.7 Implement Article 6(3) and where necessary Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive and to ensure that Appropriate Assessment is carried out in relation to works, plans and projects 
likely to impact on European sites (SACs and SPAs), whether directly or indirectly or in combination with any other plan(s) or project(s). All assessments must be in compliance with the 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. 
NH 10.8 Ensure that no plans, programmes, etc. or projects are permitted that give rise to significant cumulative, direct, indirect or secondary impacts on the integrity of European Sites 
arising from their size or scale, land take, proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air), transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, 
decommissioning or from any other effects, (either individually or in combination with other plans, programmes, etc. or projects) 3. 
NH 10.9 Ensure that any plan or project that could have a significant adverse impact (either alone or in combination with other plans and projects) upon the conservation objectives of any 
Natura 2000 Site or would result in the deterioration of any habitat or any species reliant on that habitat will not be permitted unless in exceptional circumstances. 
NH 10.10 Actively promote the conservation and protection of areas designated as an NHA (including proposed sites) and to only consider proposals for development within or affecting an 
NHA where it can be clearly demonstrated that the proposed development will not have a significant adverse effect on the NHA or pNHA. 
NH 10.11 Preserve and protect sites of county geological importance from inappropriate development where they comprise designated sites or national heritage areas; 
NH 10.12 Promote and facilitate the development of geo-tourism in County Roscommon where it does not have a detrimental impact on designated sites or features of geological interest. 
NH 10.13 Encourage the retention of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatments in rural areas and prevent loss and fragmentation, where practically possible. Where removal of 
a hedgerow, stone wall or other distinctive boundary treatment is unavoidable, mitigation by provision of the same type of boundary will be required. 
NH 10.14 Promote and encourage planting of native hedgerow species in new developments.  
NH 10.15 Ensure that hedgerows that are required to be removed in the interests of traffic safety or where breaches to hedgerows occur in compliance with relevant legislation, are 
replaced by the applicant/developer with suitable native species to the satisfaction of the Council. 
NH 10.16 Protect and enhance the valuable peatland resource in County Roscommon whilst protecting the heritage and environmental value of these peatland areas. The aims of the 
National Peatlands Strategy and the implementation of the National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022 and the Enhanced Decommissioning 
Rehabilitation and Restoration Scheme will be supported. 

 
3 Except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, viz. There must be: a) no alternative solution available, b) imperative reasons of overriding public interest for the project to proceed; and c) Adequate compensatory measures in place. 
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Topic Potentially 
Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

NH 10.17 Work with relevant agencies such as the Bord na Mona, NPWS, Coillte and adjacent local authorities to prepare an after-use framework plan for the peatlands and related 
infrastructure, to provide for the future sustainable and environmentally sensitive use of large industrial peatlands sites when peat harvesting finishes. 
NH 10.18 Manage, enhance and protect the wetlands of the county having regard to the County Roscommon Wetland Survey (2017) and ensure that there is an appropriate level of 
assessment in relation to proposals which would involve draining, reclaiming or infilling of wetland habitats. The Council shall be available to engage with the NPWS with the objective of 
facilitating the monitoring and surveying of wetland sites in Roscommon. 
NH 10.19 Ensure that the county’s watercourses are retained for their biodiversity and flood protection values and to conserve and enhance where possible, the wildlife habitats of the 
County’s rivers and riparian zones, lakes, canals and streams which occur outside of designated areas to provide a network of habitats and biodiversity corridors throughout the county. The 
Council shall be available to engage with the NPWS with the objective of facilitating the monitoring and surveying of wetland sites in Roscommon. 
NH 10.20 Protect waterbodies and watercourses from inappropriate development, including rivers, streams, associated undeveloped riparian strips, wetlands and natural floodplains. To this 
effect, consideration should be given to Inland Fisheries Ireland’s guidance document Planning for Watercourses in the Urban Environment (2020). 
NH 10.21 Support the sustainable development of the fisheries and aquaculture industry in cooperation with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Inland Fisheries 
Ireland. 
NH 10.22 Encourage and enhance, where appropriate, the provision of biodiversity features in urban areas through the preparation of local area plans/settlement plans, green infrastructure 
strategies and through the development management process. 
NH 10.23 Require all development proposals to address the presence or absence of invasive alien species on proposed development sites and (if necessary) require applicants to prepare 
and submit an Invasive Species Management Plan where such a species exists to comply with the provisions of the European Union (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 to 2015. 
NH 10.24 Ensure, where the presence of invasive species is identified on any proposed development site, that robust treatment measures are detailed to demonstrate how these species will 
be appropriately managed and controlled. 
NH 10.25 Minimise visual impacts on areas categorised within the County Roscommon Landscape Character Assessment including “moderate value”,” high value”, “very high value” and with 
special emphasis on areas classified as “exceptional value” and where deemed necessary, require the use of Visual Impact Assessment where proposed development may have significant 
effect on such designated areas. 
NH 10.26 Protect important views and prospects in the rural landscape and visual linkage between established landmarks, landscape features and views in urban areas. 
NH 10.27 To co-ordinate with all adjoining Local Authorities in reviewing Landscape Character Assessments (LCAs) to ensure consistency in classification and policy in adjoining areas of 
similar character. A targeted review of the LCA shall be undertaken following the completion of the National Landscape Character Assessment, and any associated statutory Guidelines as 
well as the Regional Landscape Character Assessment to be completed by the Regional Assembly. 
NH 10.28 Create an integrated and coherent green infrastructure network to enhance biodiversity and quality of life, provide sustainable water management and a green setting for urban 
areas. 
NH 10.29 Facilitate the on-going development and improvement of green infrastructure in the Plan area, including green networks, green amenities and linked green corridors which ensure 
the provision of recreational amenities, natural areas for the growth of wildlife and biodiversity, and a network of infrastructure which results in a better quality of life for visitors and 
inhabitants alike. 
NH 10.30 Prepare and implement a Green Infrastructure Strategy for the county in partnership with key stakeholders and the public. 
NH 10.31 Support the development of strategic greenways, blueways and peatways in the county in accordance with the Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional 
Greenways (2018). 
Sustainable design  
Sustainable design elements are essential and should be considered at the initial design stage of the development process. These elements will influence and help determine the layout, 
siting and the orientation of building(s), height, form, materials, density and overall functionality as well as the aesthetics of the proposed development. Lighting fixtures should be designed 
so as to avoid creating glare and should have minimum environmental impact. 
Section 10.8 (Peatlands): 
Developments sited on peatlands have the potential to increase overall carbon losses, potentially undermining expected carbon savings (in the case of renewable energy developments) and 
damaging rare habitats of European importance. It is recommended that when developing project proposals for developments on peatlands, assessments are undertaken that consider 
peatland stability, carbon emissions balance and hydrology and ecology. 
Section 12.18 (Tourism and Recreation Facilities):  
Proposed developments should seek to manage any increase in visitor numbers and/or any change in visitor behaviour in order to avoid significant environmental effects, including loss of 
habitat and disturbance. Proposals should also ensure that new projects and activities are a suitable distance from ecological sensitivities. Visitor/habitat management plans may be 
required. Considerations should include potential impacts on existing infrastructure (including drinking water, wastewater, waste and transport) resulting from tourism proposals. 

Population and 
human health 

 Potential adverse 
effects arising from 
flood events.  

 Potential interactions 
if effects arising from 
environmental 
vectors. 

Also refer to measures under other environmental components including Soil, Water and Air and Climatic Factors and detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan.  
Major Accidents Directive Policy Objectives 
ITC 7.67 Liaise with the Health and Safety Authority, notified site operators and other statutory bodies with regard to safety regulations and safety zones when assessing proposals for a 
new Seveso establishment or modifications to an establishment, and when assessing proposals for development in the vicinity of existing Seveso establishments and implement the 
provision of land use planning advice and/ or detailed advice as outlined by the H.S.A. 
Overarching Planning Principles - Assessments  
Proposals for development will be assessed in terms of potential impact on existing adjacent developments, existing land uses and/or the surrounding landscape. Where proposed 
developments would be likely to have a significant adverse effect on the amenities of the area through pollution by noise, fumes, odours, dust, grit or vibration, or cause pollution of air, 
water and/or soil, mitigation measures should be included in order to eliminate adverse environmental impacts or reduce them to an acceptable operating level. 
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Topic Potentially 
Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

Chapter 7  
Where projects for new infrastructure, including green infrastructure, are not already provided for by existing plans / programmes or are not already permitted, then the feasibility of 
progressing these projects should be examined, taking into account planning need, environmental sensitivities as identified in the SEA Environmental Report and the objectives of the plan 
relating to sustainable mobility. A Corridor and Route Selection Process should be undertaken where appropriate, for relevant new road infrastructure in two stages: Stage 1 – Route 
Corridor Identification, Evaluation and Selection and Stage 2 – Route Identification, Evaluation and Selection. Continued investment in improvements to the road network is vital to maintain 
the carrying capacity of the network. In order to ensure that the investment, as well as the function of the national road network is not undermined, all development proposals involving 
access onto National Primary and National Secondary roads will be assessed having regard to the provisions of Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
(DECLG, 2012). 

Soil  Potential adverse 
effects on the 
hydrogeological and 
ecological function of 
the soil resource, 
including as a result 
of development on 
contaminated lands. 

 Potential for 
riverbank erosion. 

Also refer to measures under other environmental components including Water and detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan. 
NH 10.11 Preserve and protect sites of county geological importance from inappropriate development where they comprise designated sites or national heritage areas; 
NH 10.12 Promote and facilitate the development of geo-tourism in County Roscommon where it does not have a detrimental impact on designated sites or features of geological interest. 
Overarching Planning Principles - Assessments   
Proposals shall also ensure that investigations are carried out in relation to the nature and extent of any soil and groundwater contamination and the risks associated with site development 
work, where brownfield development is proposed. 

Water 
 

 Potential adverse 
effects upon the 
status of water 
bodies and entries to 
the WFD Register of 
Protected Areas 
(ecological and 
human value), arising 
from changes in 
quality, flow and/or 
morphology. 

 Increase in flood risk 
and associated 
effects associated 
with flood events. 

Also refer to measures under other environmental components including Soil and Material Assets and detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan.  
ITC 7.34 Support Irish Water in the implementation of their capital investment programme to ensure the timely delivery of water and waste-water infrastructure for the county. 
ITC 7.35 Collaborate with Irish Water in relation to the preparation of their Investment Plans in order to accommodate the target population and employment potential of the county in 
accordance with the statutory obligations set out in EU and national policy and in line with the Core Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy set out in this Plan. 
ITC 7.36 Protect both ground and surface water resources including taking account of the impacts of climate change, support the implementation of the Rural Water Programme and to 
support Irish Water in the development and implementation of Drinking Water Safety Plans and the National Water Resources Plan 
ITC 7.37 Ensure the efficient and sustainable use and development of water resources and water services infrastructure, in order to manage and conserve water resources in a manner that 
supports a healthy society, economic development requirements and a cleaner environment. 
ITC 7.38 Work with all stakeholders to promote water conservation and sustainable water usage. 
ITC 7.39 Ensure that new development proposals connect into the existing public water mains, where available. These will be subject to a connection agreement with Irish Water. 
ITC 7.40 Ensure that all new developments connect to the public wastewater infrastructure, where available, and to encourage existing developments that are in close proximity to a public 
sewer to connect to that sewer. These will be subject to a connection agreement with Irish Water. 
ITC 7.41 Support Irish Water in the promotion of effective management of trade discharges to sewers in order to maximise the capacity of existing sewer networks and minimise 
detrimental impacts on sewage treatment works. 
ITC 7.42 Ensure that adequate storm water infrastructure is provided in order to accommodate planned levels of growth in the county and to ensure that appropriate flood management 
measures are implemented to protect property and infrastructure. 
ITC 7.43 Require all new development to provide a separate foul and surface water drainage system and to incorporate sustainable urban drainage systems where appropriate in new 
development and the public realm. 
ITC 7.44 Prohibit the discharge of additional surface water to combined (foul and surface water) sewers in order to maximise the capacity of existing collection systems for foul water. 
ITC 7.45 Support the servicing of rural villages to provide an alternative (serviced sites) to one-off housing in the countryside. 
ITC 7.46 Ensure that private wastewater treatment plants, where permitted, are operated in compliance with EPA’s Code of Practice Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems Serving 
Single Houses (PE. ≤10) (2009), as may be amended. 
ITC 7.47 Support the improvement of storm water infrastructure to improve sustainable drainage and reduce the risk of flooding in urban environments. 
ITC 7.48 Ensure new development is adequately serviced with surface water drainage infrastructure which meets the requirements of the Water Framework Directive, associated River Basin 
Management Plans and CFRAM Management Plans. Furthermore, the Council will undertake its obligations under the European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) 
Regulations 2017. 
ITC 7.49 Ensure that developments in urban areas, both within developments and within the public realm, seek to minimise and limit the extent of hard surfacing and paving and require 
the 
use of sustainable drainage techniques for new development or for extensions to existing developments, in order to reduce the potential impact of existing and predicted flooding Risks. 
ITC 7.50 Require the provision of separate foul and surface water drainage systems. 
ITC 7.51 Have regard to the EU Flood Risk Directive, the Flood Risk Regulations (S.I. No. 122 of 2010) and the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on the Planning System and Flood Risk 
Management and Circular PL2/2014, through the use of the sequential approach and application of the Justification Tests in Development Management. 
ITC 7.52 Ensure that a flood risk assessment is carried out for development proposals impacting on flood risk areas, in accordance with the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on the 
Planning System and Flood Risk Management. This assessment shall be appropriate to the scale and nature of risk to the potential development. 
ITC 7.53 Protect and enhance the county’s turloughs, lake/river floodplains and wetlands as strategically important green infrastructure which provides space for storage and conveyance of 
floodwater and enables flood risk to be more effectively managed, subject to normal planning and environmental criteria. 
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Topic Potentially 
Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

ITC 7.54 Ensure that where flood risk management works take place that the natural and cultural heritage, rivers, streams and watercourses are protected and enhanced. 
ITC 7.55 Support the implementation of recommendations in the CFRAM Programme to ensure that flood risk management policies and infrastructure are progressively implemented.  
ITC 7.56 Ensure each flood risk management activity is examined to determine actions required to embed and provide for effective climate change adaptation as set out in the OPW Climate 
Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan for Flood Risk Management applicable at the time. 

Air and Climatic 
Factors 

 Potential conflict 
between 
development under 
the Plan and aiming 
to reduce carbon 
emissions in line with 
local, national and 
European 
environmental 
objectives.  

 Potential conflicts 
between transport 
emissions, including 
those from cars, and 
air quality. 

 Potential conflicts 
between increased 
frequency of noise 
emissions and 
protection of 
sensitive receptors. 

 Potential conflicts 
with climate 
adaptation measures 
including those 
relating to flood risk 
management. 

Also refer to detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan. 
ITC 7.1 Support and facilitate the integration of land use with transportation infrastructure, through the development of sustainable compact settlements within the hierarchy of settlements 
as identified within the Core Strategy and which are well served by public transport. 
ITC 7.2 Promote sustainable land use planning measures which facilitate transportation efficiency, economic returns on transport investment, minimisation of environmental impacts and a 
general shift towards the greater use of public transportation throughout the county. 
ITC 7.3 Ensure primacy for transport options that provide for unit reductions in carbon emissions. This can most effectively be done by promoting public transport, walking and cycling, and 
by actively seeking to reduce car use in circumstances where alternative options are available. 
ITC 7.4 Prepare, in conjunction with Westmeath County Council and relevant agencies, an Area Based Transport Plan for Athlone, to facilitate the growth of Athlone as a Regional Growth 
Centre.  
ITC 7.5 Prepare an Area Based Transport Plan for Roscommon in conjunction with relevant agencies, to support the growth of Roscommon as a Key Town.  
ITC 7.6 Support the continued integration of national, regional and local bus and rail services to ensure the delivery of a fully integrated public transport service. 
ITC 7.7 Support and encourage public transport providers and rural community transport initiatives to enhance the provision of public transportation services linking the rural villages 
to the main towns within Roscommon.  
ITC 7.8 Facilitate the expansion and development of existing and any future proposed rail facilities and supporting infrastructure within the county. 
ITC 7.9 Collaborate with the National Transport Authority in the preparation and implementation of the Connecting Ireland programme. 
ITC 7.10 Support the operation of existing bus services and facilitate the provision of improved facilities for bus users in towns and villages. Such provision is particularly required in towns 
and villages not served by national routes.  
ITC 7.11 Investigate the potential to develop integrated public transport hubs in the county during the lifetime of this Plan, in order to facilitate improved public transport connectivity and 
encourage increased usage.  
ITC 7.12 Provide a safe and modern road network throughout the county, having regard to national and regional policies and guidelines as well as liaising with national agencies. 
ITC 7.13 Support and provide for improvements to the national road network, including reserving corridors for proposed routes, free of development, so as not to compromise future road 
scheme. 
ITC 7.14 Maintain and protect the safety, capacity and efficiency of national roads and associated junctions in accordance with the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (DECLG, 2012). 
ITC 7.15 Protect the national road network from inappropriate new access points and the intensification of existing accesses onto or adjacent to National Roads in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 2.5 of Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DECLG,2012) in order to maintain traffic capacity, minimise traffic hazard and protect 
and maximise public investment in such roads. 
ITC 7.16 Require all applications for significant development proposals to be accompanied by a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) and Road Safety Audit (RSA), carried out by suitably 
competent persons, in accordance with the TII’s Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines. 
ITC 7.17 Limited direct access onto national roads may be permitted in transitional zones approaching or exiting towns and villages i.e. between the 60kmh and 50kmh speed limits only, in 
order to facilitate orderly urban development. Any such proposal will be subject to a Road Safety Audit. A proliferation of such entrances will not be permitted. 
ITC 7.18 New accesses onto Regional roads will not be permitted where access to a lower category road is available. 
ITC 7.19 Seek to implement the Road Improvement Schemes indicated in Table 7.2. 
ITC 7.20 Encourage the development of service and link roads within towns and village areas to open up lands within settlements and reduce the necessity for ribbon development. 
ITC 7.21 To implement the recommendations of the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) in relation to urban streets and roads within the 50/60 kph zone. ITC 7.22 
Facilitate the provision of electricity charging infrastructure for electric vehicles both on street and in new developments, in accordance with car parking standards prescribed in Chapter 12 
(Development Management Standards). 
ITC 7.23 Liaise and collaborate with relevant agencies to support the growth of EVs, with support facilities and infrastructure through a roll-out of additional electric charging infrastructure 
at appropriate locations.  
ITC 7.24 Support the prioritisation of parking for Electric Vehicles (EVs) in town centre locations.  
ITC 7.25 Promote walking and cycling as efficient, healthy and environmentally friendly modes of transport by securing the development of a network of direct, comfortable, convenient and 
safe cycle routes and footpaths, particularly in urban areas and in the vicinity of schools. 
ITC 7.26 Identify and implement a strategic, coherent and high-quality cycling and walking network across the county that is integrated with public transport and interconnected with 
cultural, recreational, retail, educational and employment destinations and attractions. 
ITC 7.27 Design pedestrian and cycling infrastructure in accordance with the principles, approaches and standards set out in the National Cycle Manual, the Design Manual for Urban Roads 
and Streets, the TII publication ‘The Treatment of Transition Zones to Towns and Villages on National Roads’ and any subsequent revisions with a focus on a high level of service and 
encourage a modal shift from the private car to cycling and walking. 
ITC 7.28 Improve the streetscape environment for pedestrians, cyclists, and people with special mobility needs by providing facilities to enhance safety and convenience, including 
separation for pedestrian infrastructure from vehicular traffic. 
ITC 7.29 Provide for safer routes to schools within the county and promote walking and cycling as suitable modes of transport as part of the Green Schools Programme and other local 
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Topic Potentially 
Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

traffic management improvements. 
ITC 7.30 To support the retrospective provision of walking and cycling infrastructure in existing settlements, where feasible, to achieve growth in sustainable mobility and strengthen and 
improve the walking and cycling network. 
CAEE 8.1 Support European and national objectives for climate action, adaptation and mitigation which address land use planning, energy, sustainable mobility, flood risk management and 
drainage as detailed in the Climate Action Plan (2019), the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework (2018) and The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines (2009) 
and any subsequent versions of any of the aforementioned. 
CAEE 8.2 Support the National Climate Change Strategy by actively seeking to implement the policy objectives throughout this Plan which contribute to positive climate actions, including 
those related to renewable energy, sustainable transport, air quality, flooding and the promotion of urban and rural green initiatives.  
CAEE 8.3 Support developments and actions that assist in achieving the national targets for energy from renewable energy, from renewable resources and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions associated with energy production. 
CAEE 8.4 Encourage and facilitate the various forms of renewable energy development detailed in the Renewable Energy Strategy that accompanies this Plan (as well as any other new 
forms of renewable energy which may be developed during the lifetime of this Plan), subject to satisfying the principles of proper planning and sustainable development. 
CAEE 8.5 Facilitate wind energy developments primarily in areas designated in the Renewable Energy Strategy as “Most Favoured” and secondarily in areas designated as “Less Favoured” 
in the Renewable Energy Strategy, subject to normal planning criteria and having regard to the Wind Energy Guidelines (DECLG, 2006) and any update to the Guidelines that may issue 
during the lifetime of this Plan. This will include consideration of carbon benefit analysis, as appropriate.  
CAEE 8.6 Facilitate proposals for energy storage systems and infrastructure, which support energy efficiency and reusable energy systems, provided such proposals accord with the 
principles of proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 
CAEE 8.7 Ensure that proposals for renewable energy developments are considered in the context of relevant EU and national legislation, including in respect of environmental protection. 
No renewable energy developments will be considered in designated Natura 2000 sites or their surrounding buffer areas. 
CAEE 8.8 Ensure that renewable energy developments do not undermine the preservation and conservation of the natural and built environment and that an appropriate balance is achieved 
between renewable energy development and preservation of the natural environment. 
CAEE 8.9 Work in collaboration with EirGrid and other service providers and statutory bodies to facilitate a modern electricity network within the county, including the ‘North Connacht 
Project’, in line with recognised best practice. The Council will require comprehensive studies to be undertaken for all technical and environmental considerations, to inform the assessment 
of proposed transmission routes. 
CAEE 8.10 Support the development of facilities within the county dedicated to the exploration and advancement of renewable energy technologies, recognising that such facilities could 
assist in expanding public awareness of the sustainable benefits of renewable energy, provide training, research and development facilities for renewable energy. 
CAEE 8.11 Encourage and facilitate research and development proposals for renewable energies in accordance with the principles of proper planning and sustainable development. 
CAEE 8.12 Facilitate renewable energy proposals that bring about a direct socio-economic benefit to the local community. 
CAEE 8.13 Promote the continued growth of the Sustainable Energy Community network by collaborating with SEAI and local communities to increase the number of Sustainable Energy 
Communities (SEC’s) in County Roscommon to at least 50 by 2030.  
CAEE 8.14 Promote the integration of energy efficient systems in all new development proposals, as well as the retrofitting of existing development, in order to increase energy efficiency 
throughout the built environment in accordance with proper planning and sustainable development. 
CAEE 8.15 Engage proactively with developers for proposals within the built environment, which could provide opportunities to integrate with existing green infrastructure networks and 
contribute to the protection and enhancement of green assets. 
CAEE 8.16 Support the ongoing preservation, maintenance and enhancement of green areas and green infrastructure within the built environment, to reduce carbon dioxide and mitigate 
against the risk of flooding.  
CAEE 8.17 Support and facilitate initiatives that will improve sustainable modes of transport within the county, including public transport, electric and hybrid vehicles, improved pedestrian 
and cycling facilities, as appropriate.  
CAEE 8.18 Ensure that land use and transportation infrastructure are integrated as part of settlement strategies in order to develop more sustainable and compact settlements which are 
well served by public transport. 
CAEE 8.19 Encourage the provision of EV charging points in development proposals that are considered to provide a level of car communal parking spaces which could reasonably 
accommodate space(s) for EV charging.  
CAEE 8.20 Support agri-sector enterprises that demonstrate they promote positive climate change through, for example reduced levels of greenhouse gas emissions and/or protection or 
enhancement natural, semi-natural or managed eco-systems. 
CAEE 8.21 Engage with all stakeholders within the farming community who seek to transition from traditional farming enterprises, into more sustainable agricultural initiatives, identified as 
being more environmentally sustainable.  
CAEE 8.22 Work with all stakeholders to increase awareness of nature based solutions, which can help to develop more sustainable and climate resilient urban and rural communities. 
CAEE 8.23 Encourage the integration of nature based solutions into public and private development initiatives, such as amenity areas, ecological corridors and attenuation ponds, which can 
support carbon absorption and provide flood mitigation.  
CAEE 8.24 Ensure land use plans provide the appropriate framework to deliver consolidated development within the established settlements throughout County Roscommon, in order to 
support the delivery of lower carbon, more walkable urban centres. 
CAEE 8.25 Protect and enhance the biodiversity and ecological value of wetlands and other landscape features such as semi-natural grasslands, rivers, streams and turloughs which support 
the ecological network throughout County Roscommon. 
CAEE 8.26 Support the preservation and restoration of peatlands in County Roscommon, where appropriate, in order to transition towards a low-carbon county. 
CAEE 8.27 Ensure that peatland areas, including those designated or proposed for designation (including NHA, pNHA or Natura 2000 sites), are protected so as to allow their continued role 
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Topic Potentially 
Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

as carbon sinks, which contribute towards reducing CO2 emissions. 
CAEE 8.28 Facilitate forestry related proposals which can support reduction in CO2 emissions, where it can be demonstrated they will not have significant adverse the Natura 2000 network 
and accord with the principles of proper planning and sustainable development. 

Material Assets  Failure to provide 
adequate and 
appropriate waste 
water treatment 
(water services 
infrastructure and 
capacity ensures the 
mitigation of 
potential conflicts). 

 Failure to adequately 
treat surface water 
run-off that is 
discharged to water 
bodies (water 
services 
infrastructure and 
capacity ensures the 
mitigation of 
potential conflicts). 

 Failure to comply 
with drinking water 
regulations and serve 
new development 
with adequate 
drinking water (water 
services 
infrastructure and 
capacity ensures the 
mitigation of 
potential conflicts). 

 Increases in waste 
levels. 

 Potential impacts 
upon public assets 
and infrastructure. 

 Interactions between 
agriculture and soil, 
water, biodiversity 
and human health - 
including 
phosphorous and 
nitrogen deposition 
as a result of 
agricultural activities 
and the production of 
secondary inorganic 
particulate matter. 

Also refer to measures under other environmental components including Population and Human Health, Cultural Heritage, Soil, Water, Air and various Land Use and Phasing provisions and 
detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan. 
ITC 7.34 Support Irish Water in the implementation of their capital investment programme to ensure the timely delivery of water and waste-water infrastructure for the county. 
ITC 7.35 Collaborate with Irish Water in relation to the preparation of their Investment Plans in order to accommodate the target population and employment potential of the county in 
accordance with the statutory obligations set out in EU and national policy and in line with the Core Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy set out in this Plan. 
ITC 7.36 Protect both ground and surface water resources including taking account of the impacts of climate change, support the implementation of the Rural Water Programme and to 
support Irish Water in the development and implementation of Drinking Water Safety Plans and the National Water Resources Plan 
ITC 7.37 Ensure the efficient and sustainable use and development of water resources and water services infrastructure, in order to manage and conserve water resources in a manner that 
supports a healthy society, economic development requirements and a cleaner environment. 
ITC 7.38 Work with all stakeholders to promote water conservation and sustainable water usage. 
ITC 7.39 Ensure that new development proposals connect into the existing public water mains, where available. These will be subject to a connection agreement with Irish Water. 
ITC 7.40 Ensure that all new developments connect to the public wastewater infrastructure, where available, and to encourage existing developments that are in close proximity to a public 
sewer to connect to that sewer. These will be subject to a connection agreement with Irish Water. 
ITC 7.41 Support Irish Water in the promotion of effective management of trade discharges to sewers in order to maximise the capacity of existing sewer networks and minimise 
detrimental impacts on sewage treatment works. 
ITC 7.42 Ensure that adequate storm water infrastructure is provided in order to accommodate planned levels of growth in the county and to ensure that appropriate flood management 
measures are implemented to protect property and infrastructure. 
ITC 7.43 Require all new development to provide a separate foul and surface water drainage system and to incorporate sustainable urban drainage systems where appropriate in new 
development and the public realm. 
ITC 7.44 Prohibit the discharge of additional surface water to combined (foul and surface water) sewers in order to maximise the capacity of existing collection systems for foul water. 
ITC 7.45 Support the servicing of rural villages to provide an alternative (serviced sites) to one-off housing in the countryside. 
ITC 7.46 Ensure that private wastewater treatment plants, where permitted, are operated in compliance with EPA’s Code of Practice Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems Serving 
Single Houses (PE. ≤10) (2009), as may be amended. 
ITC 7.47 Support the improvement of storm water infrastructure to improve sustainable drainage and reduce the risk of flooding in urban environments. 
ITC 7.48 Ensure new development is adequately serviced with surface water drainage infrastructure which meets the requirements of the Water Framework Directive, associated River Basin 
Management Plans and CFRAM Management Plans. Furthermore, the Council will undertake its obligations under the European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) 
Regulations 2017. 
ITC 7.49 Ensure that developments in urban areas, both within developments and within the public realm, seek to minimise and limit the extent of hard surfacing and paving and require 
the use of sustainable drainage techniques for new development or for extensions to existing developments, in order to reduce the potential impact of existing and predicted flooding Risks. 
ITC 7.50 Require the provision of separate foul and surface water drainage systems. 
NH 10.28 Create an integrated and coherent green infrastructure network to enhance biodiversity and quality of life, provide sustainable water management and a green setting for urban 
areas. 
NH 10.29 Facilitate the on-going development and improvement of green infrastructure in the Plan area, including green networks, green amenities and linked green corridors which ensure 
the provision of recreational amenities, natural areas for the growth of wildlife and biodiversity, and a network of infrastructure which results in a better quality of life for visitors and 
inhabitants alike. 
NH 10.30 Prepare and implement a Green Infrastructure Strategy for the county in partnership with key stakeholders and the public. 
NH 10.31 Support the development of strategic greenways, blueways and peatways in the county in accordance with the Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional 
Greenways (2018). 
ITC 7.57 Support the implementation of the Connacht Ulster Region Waste Management Plan 2015- 2021 and any subsequent updates; 
ITC 7.58 Encourage and support waste prevention, minimisation, reuse, recycling and recovery as methods of managing waste. 
ITC 7.59 Facilitate the transition from a waste management economy to a green circular economy to increase the value recovery and recirculation of resources. 
ITC 7.60 Promote the principles of the circular economy in minimising waste going to landfill and maximise waste as a resource, with prevention, preparation for reuse, recycling and 
recovery prioritised in that order, over the disposal of waste. 
ITC 7.61 Promote and support the provision of separate collection of waste in accordance with the requirements of the Waste Management (Food Waste) Regulations 2009, the Waste 
Framework Directive Regulations 2011 and other relevant legislation. 
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Topic Potentially 
Significant Adverse 
Effect, if Unmitigated 

Recommendations integrated into the Plan, included in: 

Cultural Heritage  Potential effects on 
protected and 
unknown 
archaeology and 
protected 
architecture arising 
from construction 
and operation 
activities 

Also refer to detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan.  
BH 9.2 Protect all structures included on the Record of Protected Structures and their settings, which are of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, 
or technical interest. 
BH 9.3 Encourage the sympathetic re-use and secure the long-term viability of Protected Structures without detracting from their special interest and character.  
BH 9.4 Review and update the Record of Protected Structures on an on-going basis and make additions and deletions as appropriate.  
BH 9.5 Ensure that new developments within or adjacent to an ACA respects the context of the area and contribute positively to the ACA in terms of design, scale, setting and material 
finishes. 
BH 9.6 Protect existing buildings, structures, groups of structures, sites, landscapes and features such as street furniture, which are considered to be intrinsic elements of the special 
character of the ACA, from demolition or removal and non-sympathetic alterations. 
BH 9.7 Ensure that all new signage, lighting, advertising and utilities to buildings within an ACA are designed, constructed and located in a manner that is complementary to the character of 
the ACA. 
BH 9.8 Undertake an assessment to inform the potential ACA designation of special character areas considered by the Planning Authority to be worthy of such protection in County 
Roscommon.  
BH 9.9 Encourage the retention, appreciation and appropriate revitalisation of the vernacular heritage of County Roscommon. Discourage the replacement of good quality vernacular 
buildings with modern structures and by protecting vernacular buildings where they contribute to the character of an area or town and/or where they are rare examples of a structure type. 
BH 9.10 Support proposals to refurbish vernacular structures that are in a run-down or derelict condition, provided that all works are carried out in accordance with best conservation 
practice. BH 9.11 Encourage appropriate changes of use and reuse of industrial heritage structures provided such a change does not adversely impact on the intrinsic character of the 
structure and that all works are carried out in accordance with best conservation practice.  
BH 9.12 Encourage the protection and enhancement of heritage gardens and demesne landscapes, and to support, in consultation with the owners, the provision of public access to these 
sites as appropriate.  
BH 9.13 Secure the preservation (i.e. preservation in situ or, as a minimum, preservation by record) of all archaeological monuments included in the Record of Monuments and Places as 
established under Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994, and of sites, features and objects of archaeological interest generally. In securing such preservation 
Roscommon County Council will have regard to the advice and recommendations of the National Monuments Section of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  
BH 9.14 To support the Rathcroghan Archaeological Complex, as a historic landscape with viable land-use practices and a viable population, by continuing to support initiatives such as the 
Farming Rathcroghan European Innovation Partnership and the Royal Sites of Ireland application to Ireland’s World Heritage Tentative List and progression to designation of the Royal Sites 
of Ireland as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

Landscape  Occurrence of 
adverse visual 
impacts and conflicts 
with the appropriate 
protection of 
designations relating 
to the landscape. 

Also refer to measures under Biodiversity and Flora and Fauna and Cultural Heritage and detailed measures for settlements contained in Volume II of the Plan.  
NH 10.25 Minimise visual impacts on areas categorised within the County Roscommon Landscape Character Assessment including “moderate value”,” high value”, “very high value” and with 
special emphasis on areas classified as “exceptional value” and where deemed necessary, require the use of Visual Impact Assessment where proposed development may have significant 
effect on such designated areas. 
NH 10.26 Protect important views and prospects in the rural landscape and visual linkage between established landmarks, landscape features and views in urban areas. 
NH 10.27 To co-ordinate with all adjoining Local Authorities in reviewing Landscape Character Assessments (LCAs) to ensure consistency in classification and policy in adjoining areas of 
similar character. A targeted review of the LCA shall be undertaken following the completion of the National Landscape Character Assessment, and any associated statutory Guidelines as 
well as the Regional Landscape Character Assessment to be completed by the Regional Assembly. 
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 Environmental Report and 
Submissions/ Observations  

3.1 Introduction 
This section details how both the 
Environmental Report and submissions and 
observations made to Roscommon County 
Council on the Environmental Report and SEA 
process have been taken into account during 
the preparation of the Plan and the SEA. 

3.2 SEA Scoping Notices 
and Submissions 

As part of the scoping process for preparation 
of the Plan, environmental authorities4 were 
notified that a submission or observation in 
relation to the scope and level of detail of the 
information to be included in the 
Environmental Report could be made to the 
Council.  
 
Two SEA scoping submissions were received, 
one from the Environmental Protection Agency 
and one from the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment. The issues raised in these 
submissions, as follow, informed the 
integration of environmental considerations 
into the Plan, including through the 
development of Plan provisions identified on 
Table 2.1 of this report: 
 

 Geoheritage  
 Culture and Tourism 
 Geological Mapping  
 Groundwater  
 Geohazards  
 Geothermal Energy 
 Natural Resources (Minerals/Aggregates)  
 Dimension Stone/Stone Built Ireland  
 Available Guidance & Resources 
 Environmental Sensitivity Mapping Webtool  
 SEA WebGIS Tool 
 WFD Application 
 AA GeoTool  
 State of the Environment Report – Ireland’s 

Environment 2016  

 
4 The following authorities were notified: Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Department of Culture, 
Heritage, and the Gaeltacht; Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government; Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment; Environmental Protection Agency; Wicklow 
County Council; South Dublin County Council; and Dublin City 
Council. 

 Transition to a low carbon climate resilient 
economy and society 

 Environmental Authorities 

3.3 Submissions on the 
Draft Plan, Proposed 
Amendments and 
Associated Documents 

Various submissions were made on the Draft 
Plan, Proposed Amendments and/or 
associated environmental assessment 
documents while these documents were on 
public display. Certain submissions resulted in 
updates being made to the Plan’s provisions. 
 
Updates to the SEA/AA documents made on 
foot of submissions include: 
 
Update Section 9 “Mitigation Measures” of the SEA 
Environmental Report to include final, adopted Plan 
provisions that have been informed by submissions 
relating to the protection and management of the 
environment. 
 
To make the following updates to the NIR: 
 

 Add reference the Article 12 reports under the 
Birds Directive in Section 1.3. 

 To include references to “habitat or species 
fragmentation, encompassing barrier effects”.  

 Update Section 5 “Mitigation Measures” to 
include final, adopted Plan provisions that have 
been informed by submissions relating to the 
protection of European sites.  

 To add additional scientific references. 
 
To make the following updates to the SFRA: 
 

 To update mapping, including Appendix II 
“County-wide Flood Risk Indicator Mapping, 
Appendix” III “Flood Risk Indicator & Flood 
Zone Mapping for Roscommon Settlements”, 
Appendix IV “Flood Risk Indicator & Flood Zone 
Mapping for Roscommon Villages” and Appendix 
IV: “Flood Risk Indicator & Flood Zone Mapping 
for Roscommon Area Plans (Boyle and Hudson 
Bay)” 

 To include a description of historical 
groundwater flood mapping on Table 2 and 
predictive groundwater flood mapping on SFRA 
Table 3. 

 To reference the following Arterial Drainage 
Schemes under Table 3 under “Benefitting 
lands”: Ballyglass (Knockcroghery), Boyle, 
Corrib-Clare & Moy Arterial Drainage Schemes 
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 To insert the new text on “Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems”. 

 To update the reference to www.cfram.ie to 
www.floodinfo.ie. 

 To state that there is flood risk within Arigna, 
Ballintober, Ballyfarnon, Ballyforan, Bellanagare, 
Castlecoote, Cloonfad, Knockcroghery, Lecarrow 
and Tulsk and that relevant flood risk 
management provisions integrated into the Plan 
will apply to these settlements. 

 
These submissions also informed the 
integration of environmental considerations 
into the Plan, including through the 
amendment/modification of Plan provisions 
identified on Table 2.1 of this report.  
 
The Chief Executive’s Report on submissions 
received on the Draft Plan and associated 
documents5 and the Chief Executive’s Report 
on submissions received on the Proposed 
Material Alterations and associated 
documentation6 accompany this SEA 
Statement and the adopted Plan documents 
and provide further detail as to how 
submissions were taken into account. 

3.4 SEA documents 
including SEA 
Environmental Report 

The Draft Plan and accompanying documents 
(including SEA Environmental Report and AA 
and SFRA documents) were placed on public 
display, having integrated various 
recommendations arising from the SEA, AA 
and SFRA processes. Responses to 
submissions made during the period of public 
display of a Draft Plan were integrated into a 
Chief Executive’s Report and considered by 
Roscommon County Council.  
 
A number of material alterations were 
proposed after public display of the Draft Plan. 
The Proposed Material Alterations were 
subject to Screening for SEA and AA and a 
selection of Alterations were subject to SEA 
and Stage 2 AA.  
 
On adoption of the Plan, the Environmental 
Report that had been placed on public display 

 
5 “Chief Executive’s Report on Draft Plan 
Consultation” (2020) available on the Council’s 
website 
6 “Chief Executive’s Report on Proposed 
Amendments to the Draft Plan Consultation” 
available on the Council’s website 

alongside the Draft Plan was updated to 
become a final Environmental Report that is 
consistent with the adopted Plan, taking into 
account all changes that were made to the 
original Draft Plan that was placed on public 
display. 
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 Summary of Alternatives considered 

4.1 Introduction 
The SEA Directive requires that reasonable alternatives (taking into account the objectives and the 
geographical scope of the plan or programme) are identified, described and evaluated for their likely 
significant effects on the environment. Whether or not alternatives for the County Development Plan 
are available has been identified by Roscommon County Council.  

4.2 Limitations in Available Alternatives    
The Plan is required to be prepared by the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), which 
specifies various types of objectives that must be provided for by the Plan. The alternatives available 
for the Plan are limited by the provisions of higher-level planning objectives, including those of the 
National Planning Framework (NPF) and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the 
Northern and Western Region. These documents set out various requirements for the content of the 
Plan including on topics such as settlement typology, land use zoning and the sustainable 
development of rural areas.   

4.3 Assessment of Tier 1: Positioning under the Settlement 
Hierarchy 

 Alternative A: Ballaghaderreen and Castlerea identified as Self-Sustaining Growth Towns. 
 Alternative B: Ballaghaderreen and Castlerea identified as Self-Sustaining Towns. 

 
Alternative A would provide an additional extent of growth to Ballaghaderreen and 
Castlerea. This growth would have to be provided for outside of and somewhat removed from 
the existing development envelope. By facilitating such growth, Alternative A would provide 
for a less sustainable Settlement Hierarchy with growth allowed in similar settlements 
reduced to the detriment of these settlements. Alternative A would help to facilitate a more 
sprawled form of development that would reduce efficiencies with regard to infrastructural 
investment. 
 
Alternative A would result in a higher number of car journeys, conflicting with efforts to 
improve sustainable mobility and meet greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. 
Alternative A would provide for higher levels of greenfield development (and associated 
adverse environmental effects) in less well-serviced, less-well connected and more sensitive 
locations surrounding these settlements. This type of development would result in a higher 
adverse environmental impact, including effects on water, drinking water, human health, 
ecology and landscape designations.  
 
Alternative B would provide economic and housing growth and investment in services at 
Ballaghaderreen and Castlerea commensurate with the size and function of the towns. This 
alternative takes into account the function of Ballaghaderreen and Castlerea in terms of their 
wider context as services providers and their capacity to accommodate additional 
development, including housing, employment and services. By facilitating population and 
employment growth commensurate to the attributes of these settlements, Alternative B 
would provide for a more sustainable Settlement Hierarchy and a greater level of sustainable 
development. Alternative B would help to facilitate a more compact form of development at 
these settlements that would help to maximise benefits from infrastructural investment.  
 
Alternative A would result in lower levels of commuting, supporting efforts to improve 
sustainable mobility and meet greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. Alternative B 
would provide for lower levels of greenfield development (and associated adverse 
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environmental effects) in better serviced, better connected and more sensitive locations. This 
type of development would result in less potential environmental impacts, including on water, 
drinking water, human health, ecology and landscape designations.  

 
Selected Alternative for the Plan: Alternative B. 

4.4 Assessment of Tier 2: Alternatives for Population 
Allocations 

Allocating higher or lower population allocations/future growth to different settlements within the 
County may provide reasonable alternatives for consideration.  
 

 Alternative A: Retaining proportion of population allocated under the current Plan to Rural 
Settlements in the County and the Open Countryside 

 Alternative B: Reduce (by around a half) the proportion of population allocated under the 
current Plan to Rural Settlements in the County and the Open Countryside 
 
Alternative A involves a more dispersed population approach, which has the potential to 
undermine the role of the larger settlements and make it more difficult to deliver key 
infrastructure and placemaking projects. It would not reduce the proportion of rural one-off 
housing in the County. This alternative would also direct development towards smaller 
villages which would also promote compact growth and provide viable alternatives to rural 
housing. 
 
Development would be more likely to occur on greenfield lands as there are less infill and 
brownfield sites available in Rural Settlements and the Open Countryside. Services and public 
transport are more limited and there would be a greater dependence on commuting for 
employment and accessing services. Alternative A would result in higher levels of commuting, 
conflicting with efforts to improve sustainable mobility and meet greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets. Alternative A would provide for higher levels of greenfield development 
(and associated adverse environmental effects) in less well-serviced, less-well connected and 
more sensitive locations in the County. This type of development would result in a higher 
adverse environmental impact, including effects on water, drinking water, human health, 
ecology and landscape designations.  
 
Alternative B is consistent with the NPF and RSES as it would support focussing the 
greatest amount of development into the key settlements and self-sustaining growth towns, 
which would strengthen these settlements and support infrastructure and placemaking 
delivery. It would allow for more concentrated, compact growth and significantly reduce the 
proportion of rural one-off housing in the County. This alternative would also direct 
development towards smaller villages which would also promote compact growth and provide 
viable alternatives to rural housing. 
 
The concentration of growth into the larger settlements would ensure more sustainable 
growth, where there are greater opportunities to consolidate development in the existing 
urban footprint through infill and brownfield development. These settlements have a number 
of positive attributes including a greater range of services, transport links, a stronger 
employment base, and a greater capacity to facilitate population and economic growth. By 
concentrating in the larger settlements in the County, Alternative B would result in lower 
levels of commuting, benefiting efforts to improve sustainable mobility and meet greenhouse 
gas emission reduction targets. Development in these centres would be better serviced 
(including with transport and water services) and there would be a reduced need for 
greenfield development (and associated adverse environmental effects) in less well-serviced, 
less-well connected and more sensitive locations in the County.  
 
Selected Alternative for the Plan: Alternative B. 
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4.5 Assessment of Tier 3: Alternatives for Rural Areas 

 
Rural Areas under Strong Urban Influence/Pressure 
 

 Tier 3 (i) Alternative A: Designate Rural Areas under Strong Urban Influence/Pressure that 
require various criteria to be demonstrated in advance of planning permission being granted 
for a single dwelling for permanent occupation. 

 Tier 3 (i) Alternative B: Do not designate Rural Areas under Strong Urban 
Influence/Pressure and assess each planning application on its merits.  

 
Alternative A provides for a robust and transparent policy approach to manage rural 
housing.   
 
Restricting the development of single dwellings in rural areas that are under strong urban 
influence/pressure would positively impact upon the protection and management of the 
environment and sustainable development. The restrictions would help to both reduce levels 
of greenfield development in areas immediately surrounding existing centres and encourage 
brownfield development within existing centres.  
 
Single dwellings in rural areas would be facilitated as appropriate and urban development 
would be directed towards established settlements. This alternative would help to prevent low 
density urban sprawl and associated adverse effects upon sustainable mobility, climate 
emission reduction targets and various environmental components. 
 
Alternative B Provides a vague and unclear policy approach to rural housing and risks 
facilitating a significant increase in urban-generated one-off housing in the open countryside 
which will undermine the role of small towns and villages and have consequences for the 
environment.  

 
Not restricting the development of single dwellings in rural areas that are under strong urban 
influence/pressure would adversely impact upon the protection and management of the 
environment and sustainable development. The absence of restrictions would result in 
increased levels of greenfield development in areas immediately surrounding existing centres 
and less demand for brownfield development within existing centres.  
 
Urban generated housing development would occur within rural areas outside of established 
settlements. This alternative would result in low density urban sprawl and associated adverse 
effects upon sustainable mobility, climate emission reduction targets and various 
environmental components. 

 
Selected Alternative for the Plan: Alternative A. 

 
 
Serviced and Unserviced Settlements 
 

 Tier 3 (ii) Alternative A: Provide focus to and targeted provisions for encouraging 
residential development in serviced and unserviced settlements, as an alternative to rural 
one-off housing;  

 Tier 3 (ii) Alternative B: Serviced and unserviced settlements are included but there is no 
focus or no targeted provisions for these locations to act as alternatives to one-off housing in 
the open countryside. 

 
Alternative A recognises the important role that smaller settlements play in sustaining rural 
communities and in providing a proactive approach to the sustainable development of rural 
areas.  
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Providing focus to and targeted policies/objectives for serviced and unserviced settlements 
would help to provide a viable alternative to one-off housing in the open countryside. 
Development within these settlements would be more efficiently and more likely to be served 
by existing or new infrastructure (including water services infrastructure and safe walking and 
cycling facilities) and more likely to protect the environment including the status of ground 
and surface waters, water used for drinking water, human health, biodiversity and flora and 
fauna and the landscape. Development would be required to be subject to siting, design, 
protection of residential amenities and normal development management criteria, subject to 
the satisfactory provision of infrastructure and services and in keeping with the character of 
the settlement.  
 
Alternative B has the potential to undermine the role that smaller settlements play in 
sustaining rural communities and providing a viable alternative to one off housing.   

 
Not providing a focus to and targeted policies/objectives for serviced and unserviced 
settlements would be less likely to provide a viable alternative to one-off housing in the open 
countryside. Development within the open countryside would be less likely to be served by 
infrastructure (including water services infrastructure and safe walking and cycling facilities) 
and less likely to protect the environment including the status of ground and surface waters, 
water used for drinking water, human health, biodiversity and flora and fauna and the 
landscape.  
 
Selected Alternative for the Plan: Alternative A. 
 

4.6 Assessment of Tier 4: Alternatives for Densities 
 Alternative A: Application of a single standard density across the whole County in order to 

calculate the potential residential yield relating to land zoned for residential purposes for the 
Core Strategy. 

 Alternative B: Application of different densities at different locations, as appropriate; higher 
densities where sustainable transport mode opportunities are available and lower densities 
where constraints are presented by, for example, cultural heritage designations or the local 
road network. 

 
The application of a singular standard residential density across the County under 
Alternative A would have the potential to push new development towards more 
environmentally sensitive lands that are less well-serviced and less well-connected, resulting 
in unnecessary potentially significant adverse effects on all environmental components. 
 
The application of a singular standard residential density could result in a potential mis-
alignment between the supply of zoned land to meet the projected demand for new housing. 
This could result in a misalignment between new development and essential services 
provision with associated potential for adverse effects on environmental components. 
 
Higher densities under Alternative B would be provided where sustainable transport mode 
opportunities are available and lower densities would be provided where constraints are 
presented by, for example, wastewater and water infrastructure constraints, cultural heritage 
designations or the local road network. This approach would contribute towards national and 
regional strategic outcomes including the efficient use of land, compact growth and the 
transition towards a low carbon and more climate resilient society.  
 
Alternative B would help to ensure compact, sustainable development within and adjacent to 
the existing built-up footprint and would conflict with the protection and management of 
environmental components the least. Alignment between new development and essential 
services provision would be most likely under Alternative B. 

 
Selected Alternative for the Plan: Alternative B. 
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4.7 Assessment of Tier 5: Alternatives for Land Use Zoning 
 Alternative A: Current, Conventional LUZ Approach 
 Alternative B: New, More Flexible and Facilitative LUZ Approach  

 
Alternative A has previously given rise to limitations on developments which may otherwise 
have been facilitated, had they not been contrary to specific zoning objectives.     
 
Under this alternative, development that could be sustainably accommodated within 
settlements would have the potential to be pushed out towards areas that are less well-
serviced and less well-connected, resulting in unnecessary potentially significant adverse 
effects on all environmental components. Pressure would occur for development greenfield 
lands away from settlements. This type of development would result in a higher adverse 
environmental impact, including effects on water, drinking water, human health, ecology and 
landscape designations. Alternative A would result in higher levels of commuting, conflicting 
with efforts to improve sustainable mobility and meet greenhouse gas emission reduction 
targets.  
  
Alternative B combines the use of mixed-use zoning and development areas. This expansive 
zoning component provides an overall framework designed to direct development in an 
orderly and appropriate manner and to provide for a greater mix of complementary uses in 
appropriate locations. The use of these strategic development areas provides more detailed 
guidance and allows for community gain priorities to be built into new development proposals 
on suitable sites. 
 
Under this alternative, development would be more likely to be sustainably accommodated 
within settlements, including on infill and brownfield sites. This would help to ensure more 
sustainable growth, where there are greater opportunities to consolidate development in the 
existing urban footprint. Alternative B would result in lower levels of commuting, benefiting 
efforts to improve sustainable mobility and meet greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. 
Development in these centres would be better serviced (including with transport and water 
services) and there would be a reduced need for greenfield development (and associated 
adverse environmental effects) in less well-serviced, less-well connected and more sensitive 
locations in the County.  
 
Proposals under either approach would need to continue to be assessed on their own merits 
and would be facilitated only where the Planning Authority is satisfied that said proposal is in 
accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 

 
Selected Alternative for the Plan: Alternative B. 

 

4.8 Reasons for Choosing the Selected Alternatives in light of 
Other Reasonable Alternatives Considered 

Selected alternatives for the Plan from each of the tiers of alternatives that emerged from the 
planning/SEA process are indicated above. 
                 
These alternatives have been incorporated into the Plan having regard to both: 
 

1. The environmental effects which are identified by the SEA and are summarised above; and  
2. Planning - including social and economic - effects that also were considered by the Council. 
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 Monitoring Measures 

5.1 Introduction 
The SEA Directive requires that the significant 
environmental effects of the implementation of 
plans and programmes are monitored. This 
section details the measures which will be 
used in order to monitor the likely significant 
effects of implementing the Plan. It has been 
guided by the EPA guidance on this issue, 
“Guidance on SEA Statements and Monitoring” 
(2020). 
 
Monitoring can both demonstrate the positive 
effects facilitated by the Plan and can enable, 
at an early stage, the identification of 
unforeseen adverse effects and the 
undertaking of appropriate remedial action. 
 
The occurrence of significant adverse 
environmental effects not predicted and 
mitigated by this assessment, which are 
directly attributable to the implementation of 
the Plan, would necessitate consideration of 
these effects in the context of the Plan and 
potential remediation action(s) and/or review 
of part(s) of the Plan.   

5.2 Indicators and Targets 
Monitoring is based around indicators which 
allow quantitative measures of trends and 
progress over time relating to the Strategic 
Environmental Objectives identified in the 
main SEA Environmental Report and used in 
the evaluation. Each indicator to be monitored 
is accompanied by the target(s) which were 
identified with regard to the relevant strategic 
actions. Given the position of the Development 
Plan in the land use planning hierarchy 
beneath the Northern and Western Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES), the 
measures identified in that RSES SEA have 
been used – as they are, or having been 
slightly modified – in most instances. This 
consistency across the hierarchy of land use 
plans will improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of future monitoring 
programmes. 
 
Table 5.1 overleaf shows the indicators and 
targets which have been selected for 
monitoring the likely significant environmental 

effects of implementing the Plan, if 
unmitigated.  
 
Monitoring is an ongoing process and the 
programme allows for flexibility and the 
further refinement of indicators and targets. 
The Monitoring Programme may be updated to 
deal with specific environmental issues – 
including unforeseen effects – as they arise. 

5.3 Sources 
The Plan will form part of the wider land use 
planning framework comprising a hierarchy of 
policies, plans, programmes, etc. This wider 
framework, including the National Planning 
Framework and the Northern and Western 
RSES, is subject to its own SEA (and 
associated monitoring) requirements. At lower 
tiers of the hierarchy, Local Area Plans and 
individual projects will be subject to their own 
monitoring requirements as relevant. 
 
In implementing the Monitoring Programme 
the Council will take into account this 
hierarchy of planning and environmental 
monitoring. 
 
Sources for indicators may include existing 
monitoring databases (including those 
maintained by planning authorities and 
national/regional government departments 
and agencies) and the output of lower-tier 
environmental assessment and decision 
making (including a review of project 
approvals granted and associated documents 
and the output of any EIA monitoring 
programmes). 
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5.4 Reporting and 
Responsibility  

The Council shall, in conjunction with the 
Regional Assembly and other sources as 
relevant, implement the monitoring 
programme as set out on Table 5.1. This will 
include the preparation of stand-alone SEA 
Monitoring Reports: 
 

1. To accompany the report required 
of the manager under Section 
15(2) of the Act, including 
information in relation to progress 
on, and the results of, monitoring 
the significant environmental 
effects of implementation of the 
Plan, as required  by Article13J(2) 
of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended); 
and 

2. On the significant environmental 
effects of implementing the Plan, 
in advance of the beginning of the 
review of the next Plan. 
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Table 5.1 Indicators, Targets, Sources and Remedial Action 
Environmental 
Component 

Indicators Targets  Sources Remedial Action 

Biodiversity, 
Flora and 
Fauna   

 Condition of European sites   Require all local level land use plans to include 
ecosystem services and green/blue infrastructure 
provisions in their land use plans and as a 
minimum, to have regard to the required targets in 
relation to the conservation of European sites, other 
nature conservation sites, ecological networks, and 
protected species 

 Implement and review, as relevant, County 
Roscommon Heritage Plan 2017-2021 

 DHLGH report of the 
implementation of the 
measures contained in the 
Habitats Directive - as required 
by Article 17 of the Directive 
(every 6 years). 

 DHLGH National Birds Directive 
Monitoring Report for the under 
Article 12 (every 3 years) 

 Consultations with the NPWS 
(see Section 5.4) 

 Where condition of European sites is found to be 
deteriorating this will be investigated with the 
Regional Assembly and the DHLGH to establish if 
the pressures are related to Plan actions / 
activities. A tailored response will be developed in 
consultation with these stakeholders in such a 
circumstance. 

 Number of spatial plans that have 
included ecosystem services content, 
mapping and policy to protect 
ecosystem services when their 
relevant plans are either revised or 
drafted  

 Require all local level land use plans to include 
ecosystem services and green/blue infrastructure 
provisions in their land use plans and as a 
minimum, to have regard to the required targets in 
relation to the conservation of European sites, other 
nature conservation sites, ecological networks, and 
protected species 

 Implement and review, as relevant, County 
Roscommon Heritage Plan 2017-2021 

 Internal review of local land use 
plans  
 

 Review internal systems  

 SEAs and AAs as relevant for new 
Council policies, plans, programmes 
etc.  

 Screen for and undertake SEA and AA as relevant 
for new Council policies, plans, programmes etc. 

 Internal monitoring of 
preparation of local land use 
plans 

 Review internal systems 

 Status of water quality in the County’s 
water bodies  

 Included under Water below  Included under Water below  Included under Water below 

 Compliance of planning permissions 
with Plan measures providing for the 
protection of Biodiversity and flora 
and fauna – see Chapter 10 “Natural 
Heritage” 

 For planning permission to be only granted when 
applications demonstrate that they comply with all 
Plan measures providing for the protection of 
biodiversity and flora and fauna – see Chapter 10 
“Natural Heritage” 

 Internal monitoring of likely 
significant environmental 
effects of grants of permission 

 Review internal systems 

Population 
and Human 
Health 

 Implementation of Plan measures 
relating to the promotion of economic 
growth as provided for by Chapter 6 
“Economic Development” 

 

 For review of progress on implementing Plan 
objectives to demonstrate successful 
implementation of measures relating to the 
promotion of economic growth as provided for by 
Chapter 6 “Economic Development” 

 By 2020 all citizens will have access to speeds of 
30Mbps, and that 50% of citizens will be 
subscribing to speeds of 100Mbps (Also relevant to 
Material Assets) 

 Internal review of progress on 
implementing Plan objectives  

 Consultations with DECC (see 
Section 5.4) 

 Review internal systems  
 Consultations with DECC 

 Number of spatial concentrations of 
health problems arising from 
environmental factors resulting from 
development permitted under the 
Plan 

 

 No spatial concentrations of health problems arising 
from environmental factors as a result of 
implementing the Plan  

 Consultations with the Health 
Service Executive and EPA 

 Consultations with the Health Service Executive 
and EPA 
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Environmental 
Component 

Indicators Targets  Sources Remedial Action 

 Proportion of people reporting regular 
cycling / walking to school and work 
above 2016 CSO figures 

 Increase in the proportion of people reporting 
regular cycling / walking to school and work above 
2016 CSO figures  

 CSO data 
 Monitoring of Roscommon 

County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 
2019-2024 

 Where proportion of population shows increase in 
private car use above CSO 2016 figures, the 
Council will coordinate with the Regional 
Assembly, the DHLGH, DECC and NTA to develop 
a tailored response. 

 Number of spatial plans that include 
specific green infrastructure mapping 

 Require all local level land use plans to include 
specific green infrastructure mapping 

 Internal review of local land use 
plans  

 Review internal systems 

Soil (and 
Land) 

 Proportion of population growth 
occurring on infill and brownfield 
lands compared to greenfield (also 
relevant to Material Assets) 

 
 

 Maintain built surface cover nationally to below the 
EU average of 4% as per the NPF 

 In accordance with National Policy Objectives 3c of 
the National Planning Framework, a minimum of 
30% of the housing growth targeted in any 
settlement is to be delivered within the existing 
built-up footprint of the settlement  

 To map brownfield and infill land parcels across the 
County 

 EPA Geoportal 
 Compilation of greenfield and 

brownfield development for the 
DHLGH 

 AA/Screening for AA for each 
application 

 Where the proportion of growth on infill and 
brownfield sites is not keeping pace with the 
targets set in the NPF and the RSES, the Council 
will liaise with the Regional Assembly to establish 
reasons and coordinate actions to address 
constraints to doing so. 

 Instances where contaminated 
material generated from brownfield 
and infill must be disposed of 

 Dispose of contaminated material in compliance 
with EPA guidance and waste management 
requirements 

 Internal review of grants of 
permission where contaminated 
material must be disposed of 

 Consultations with the EPA and Development 
Management 

 Environmental assessments and AAs 
as relevant for applications for 
brownfield and infill development 
prior to planning permission 

 Screen for and undertake environmental 
assessments and AA as relevant for applications for 
brownfield and infill development prior to planning 
permission 

 Internal monitoring of grants of 
permission 

 Review internal systems 

Water  Status of water bodies as reported by 
the EPA Water Monitoring Programme 
for the WFD 

 Not to cause deterioration in the status of any 
surface water or affect the ability of any surface 
water to achieve ‘good status’ 

 Implementation of the objectives of the River Basin 
Management Plan 

 EPA Monitoring Programme for 
WFD compliance   

 Where water bodies are failing to meet at least 
good status this will be investigated with the 
DHLGH Water Section, the EPA Catchment Unit, 
the Regional Assembly and, as relevant, Irish 
Water to establish if the pressures are related to 
Plan actions / activities.  A tailored response will 
be developed in consultation with these 
stakeholders in such a circumstance.  

 Where planning applications are rejected due to 
insufficient capacity in the WWTP or failure of the 
WWTP to meet Emission Limit Values, the Council 
will consider whether it is necessary to coordinate 
a response with the Regional Assembly, EPA and 
Irish Water to achieve the necessary capacity. 

 Number of incompatible 
developments permitted within flood 
risk areas 

 Minimise developments granted permission on 
lands which pose - or are likely to pose in the future 
- a significant flood risk 

 Internal monitoring of likely 
significant environmental 
effects of grants of permission  

 Where planning applications are being permitted 
on flood zones, the Council will ensure that such 
grants are in compliance with the Flood Risk 
Management Guidelines and include appropriate 
flood risk mitigation and management measures.   

Material 
Assets 

 Programmed delivery of Irish Water 
infrastructure for all key growth 
towns in line with Irish Water 
Investment Plan and prioritisation 
programme to ensure sustainable 

 All new developments granted permission to be 
connected to and adequately and appropriately 
served by waste water treatment over the lifetime 
of the Plan  

 Where septic tanks are proposed, for planning 

 Internal monitoring of likely 
significant environmental 
effects of grants of permission 
Consultations with the Irish 
Water (see Section 5.4) 

 Where planning applications are rejected due to 
insufficient capacity in the WWTP or failure of the 
WWTP to meet Emission Limit Values, the Council 
will consider whether it is necessary to coordinate 
a response with the Regional Assembly, EPA and 
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Environmental 
Component 

Indicators Targets  Sources Remedial Action 

growth can be accommodated  
 Number of new developments 

granted permission which can be 
adequately and appropriately served 
with waste water treatment over the 
lifetime of the Plan 

permission to be only granted when applications 
demonstrate that the outfall from the septic tank 
will not – in- combination with other septic tanks– 
contribute towards any surface or ground water 
body not meeting the objective of good status 
under the Water Framework Directive 

 Facilitate, as appropriate, Irish Water in developing 
water and wastewater infrastructure 

 See also targets relating to greenfield and 
brownfield development of land under Soil and 
broadband under Population and Human Health 

 DHLGH in conjunction with 
Local Authorities 

 

Irish Water to achieve the necessary capacity. 

 Proportion of people reporting regular 
cycling / walking to school and work 
above 2016 CSO figures 

 Increase in the proportion of people reporting 
regular cycling / walking to school and work above 
2016 CSO figures  

 CSO data 
 Monitoring of Roscommon 

County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 
2019-2024 

 Where proportion of population shows increase in 
private car use above CSO 2016 figures, the 
Council will coordinate with the Regional 
Assembly, the DHLGH, DECC and NTA to develop 
a tailored response. 

Air  Proportion of journeys made by 
private fossil fuel-based car compared 
to 2016 National Travel Survey levels 
of 74%  

 NOx, SOx, PM10 and PM2.5 as part of 
Ambient Air Quality Monitoring  

 Decrease in proportion of journeys made by private 
fossil fuel‐based car compared to 2016 National 
Travel Survey levels 

 Improvement in Air Quality trends, particularly in 
relation to transport related emissions of NOx and 
particulate matter 

 CSO data 
 Data from the National Travel 

Survey 
 EPA Air Quality Monitoring 
 Consultations with Department 

of Transport and Department of 
Environment, Climate and 
Communications (see Section 
5.4) 

 Where proportion of population shows increase in 
private car use above CSO 2016 figures, Council 
will coordinate with the Regional Assembly, 
DHLGH, DECC and NTA to develop a tailored 
response.  See also entry under Population and 
human health above 

Climatic 
Factors 7 

 Implementation of Plan measures 
relating to climate reduction targets  

 For review of progress on implementing Plan 
objectives to demonstrate successful 
implementation of measures relating to climate 
reduction targets 

 Internal monitoring of likely 
significant environmental 
effects of grants of permission 

 Review internal systems 

 A competitive, low‐carbon, climate‐
resilient and environmentally 
sustainable economy  

 Contribute towards transition to a competitive, low‐
carbon, climate‐resilient and environmentally 
sustainable economy by 2050 

 Monitoring of Roscommon 
County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 
2019-2024 

 EPA Annual National 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Inventory reporting 

 Climate Action Regional Office 
 Consultations with DECC (at 

monitoring evaluation - see 
Section 5.4) 

 Where targets are not achieved, the Council will 
liaise with the Regional Assembly and the Eastern 
and Midlands Climate Action Regional Office to 
establish reasons and develop solutions.  Share of renewable energy in 

transport 
 Contribute towards the target of the Renewable 

Energy Directive (2009/28/EC), for all Member 
States to reach a 10% share of renewable energy 
in transport by facilitating the development of 
electricity charging and transmission infrastructure, 
in compliance with the provisions of the Plan 

 Carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 
across the electricity generation, built 
environment and transport sectors 

 Contribute towards the target of aggregate 
reduction in carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions of at 
least 80% (compared to 1990 levels) by 2050 
across the electricity generation, built environment 
and transport sectors 

 

 
7 Please also refer to relevant legislation and requirements under Section 4.10, Section 8.6, Section 8.8.8 and Appendix I of the main SEA Environmental Report. Targets under the national Climate Action Plan are reviewed and updated periodically and include those under the headings 
of Electricity, Built Environment, Transport, Agriculture, Forestry & Land Use and Enterprise. 
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Environmental 
Component 

Indicators Targets  Sources Remedial Action 

 Energy consumption, the uptake of 
renewable options and solid fuels for 
residential heating 

 To promote reduced energy consumption and 
support the uptake of renewable options and a 
move away from solid fuels for residential heating 

 Proportion of journeys made by 
private fossil fuel-based car compared 
to 2016 levels 

 Decrease in the proportion of journeys made by 
residents of the County using private fossil fuel-
based car compared to 2016 levels 

 CSO data 
 Monitoring of Roscommon 

County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 
2019-2024 

 Where trends toward carbon reduction are not 
recorded, the Council will liaise with the Regional 
Assembly and the Eastern and Midlands Climate 
Action Regional Office to establish reasons and 
develop solutions. 

 Proportion of people reporting regular 
cycling / walking to school and work 
above 2016 CSO figures 

 Increase in the proportion of people reporting 
regular cycling / walking to school and work above 
2016 CSO figures  

 CSO data 
 Monitoring of Roscommon 

County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 
2019-2024 

 Where proportion of population shows increase in 
private car use above CSO 2016 figures, the 
Council will coordinate with the Regional 
Assembly, the DHLGH, DECC and NTA to develop 
a tailored response. 

Cultural 
Heritage 

 Percentage of entries to the Record of 
Monuments and Places, and the 
context these entries within the 
surrounding landscape where 
relevant, protected from adverse 
effects resulting from development 
which is granted permission under 
the Plan 

 Protect entries to the Record of Monuments and 
Places, and the context of these entries within the 
surrounding landscape where relevant, from 
adverse effects resulting from development which is 
granted permission under the Plan 

 Internal monitoring of likely 
significant environmental 
effects of grants of permission 

 

 Where monitoring reveals visitor or development 
pressure is causing negative effects on designated 
archaeological or architectural heritage, the 
Council will work with Regional Assembly, Fáilte 
Ireland and the National Monuments Service and 
other stakeholders, as relevant, to address 
pressures through additional mitigation.  

 Percentage of entries to the Record of 
Protected Structures and Architectural 
Conservation Areas and their context 
protected from significant adverse 
effects arising from new development 
granted permission under the Plan 

 Protect entries to the Record of Protected 
Structures and Architectural Conservation Areas and 
their context from significant adverse effects arising 
from new development granted permission under 
the Plan 

 Consultation with DHLGH (see 
Section 5.4). 

Landscape 
 
 

 Number of developments permitted 
that result in avoidable adverse visual 
impacts on the landscape, especially 
with regard to landscape and amenity 
designations included in Land Use 
Plans, resulting from development 
which is granted permission under 
the Plan  

 No developments permitted which result in 
avoidable adverse visual impacts on the landscape, 
especially with regard to landscape and amenity 
designations included in Land Use Plans, resulting 
from development which is granted permission 
under the Plan  

 

 Internal monitoring of likely 
significant environmental 
effects of grants of permission 

 

  Where monitoring reveals developments 
permitted which result in avoidable adverse visual 
impacts on the landscape, the Council will re-
examine Plan provisions and the effectiveness of 
their implementation 

 
 



jd
kd

es
ig

n
.ie



2022-2028

Website: www.rosdevplan.ie

In Writing: Forward Planning 
 Roscommon County Council 
 Aras an Chontae 
 Roscommon 
 F42 VR98

https://www.rosdevplan.ie



