
It is important to remember that Roscommon is a rural county and the rural life 
should not be forgotten in the new plan. The issues paper says that over 73% of 
people live in rural areas, if that is the case then a string emphasis need to be placed 
on rural issues and how the rural areas of the county are promoted. 

 

Rural housing is an important part of making sure that these areas are maintained. 
There is a lot of talk about moving people into towns and cities but we need to have 
people in rural areas as well. People need to be given the choice of different types of 
places to live. More people should be allowed to live in the country and these people 
can help to improve farming and local shops and businesses. There are areas in the 
county where it is nearly impossible to build a new house and then they are others 
where there are no houses at all and no one living in them. Surely in a parish where 
there are no young people and no houses being built that people should be allowed 
to build here.  

 

The villages around Roscommon should not be used to build houses too much or 
else we’ll have more ghost estates. This has had an awful effect on the county and it 
makes a lot of the towns look terrible. I think that small housing projects in our towns 
are neeed and few in each town. This will give the towns a boost and get the housing 
market going a bit. Im sure there are some of the bigger villages that can take some 
projects like this as well. This would also clean up  some of our towns and villages 
where there are an awful lot of run down buildings and houses and shops all closed 
up and falling apart. 

 

There is a lot of talk about renewable energy and Roscommon County Council have 
promoted wind turbines for a number of years now. There are many windfarms in the 
county and the new turbines are very big compared to some of the ones that are up 
now. Until the wind energy guidelines are fully changed no new windfarms should be 
allowed in the county. The distance between the turbines and houses have to be 
increased to stop flicker and noise. It is not right to ruin peoples lives by putting 
turbines up too close to their house. 

 

Thank you 

John Staunton 

 

 


