Submission to Roscommon County
Development Plan 2021-2027

Proposal to add Bully’s Acre Burial Ground at Antogher Road,
(Slevinagee Townland), Roscommon Town
to the Record of Protected Structures

Famine Memorial, situated at the site of the
Workhouse on Golf Links Road. Sculpture by
Maurice Hanlon and Elizabeth McLoughlin
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Introduction

"Bully's Acre" burial ground was in use from 1846 to 1939. Those buried here were famine victims
from the town and surrounds, former workhouse occupants and later from the County Home. The
site was bought by Roscommon Co. Council in 1959.

As it stands, there is no public access or indication of its existence. There is a cattle-crush at the
entrance to the field and the site is open to livestock. It is shameful that the people interred in ‘Bully’s
Acre’ were never afforded the dignity of having their last resting place marked and acknowledged.

The burial site amounts to 1 acre 2 roods and 17 perches. It is severely overgrown and neglected.

This burial ground features in a 2005 survey conducted by Roscommon Co. Council of the county's
graveyards and burial grounds. It is overgrown and dilapidated and open to wandering livestock.

According to Roscommon Co Council’s Burial Ground Survey, hundreds are buried here.
(http://apps.roscommoncoco.ie/burialgrounds/ShowRecord.aspx?Record=138)

Places of interest in Roscommon Town - Bully’s Acre is listed as item No. 18 on the map. There is no
signage at the location!
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Folio No:
XXXXXXXXXXX
Site Owner:

Roscommon County Council
Purpose of Submission:

To increase awareness, understanding and protection of this historical site
and recognition of its importance to the heritage of County Roscommon

To protect the historical burial site from damage or desecration by development.
It is severely overgrown and neglected and in need of proper care.

The surrounding field is in private ownership, with no right-of-way registered.
Request Roscommon Co. Council provide safe public access by securing right-of-way
to the site with provision for car parking.
Provide signage at Antogher Road and memorial plaque at burial site.

Local authorities are responsible for the management, regulation and control of
local authority burial grounds in their functional areas. (See Minister’s reply, page 8)
Those interred in ‘Bully’s Acre’ deserve to be afforded the dignity of having their last
resting place marked and acknowledged.
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Site Map

Image courtesy of PRA Services
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Name and address
redacted
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Road widening and pavements urgently needed

There is no footpath from the junction at Golf Links Road to the bridge adjoining the burial site. In the
event of road widening and the interest of public safety, could the Council consider the provision of a
footpath and include signage and safe public access to the burial site?

The section of roadway between the Golf Links Road and the bridge on Antogher Road, although on a popular walking route,
is in my consideration, the most dangerous stretch for pedestrians in the entire town.
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Parliamentary Question

(https://www.kildarestreet.com/wrans/?id=2018-11-14a.541)

Department of Rural and Community Development

Burial Grounds

All Written Answers on 14 Nov 2018

Question
Willie Penrose, TD, Longford-Westmeath
To ask the Minister for Rural and Community Development if a burial site (details supplied) of historical importance can be accessed by members of the public for historical review in view of the fact
that it is apparently landlocked and is situated on private land; and if he will make a statement on the
matter.
Answer
Michael Ring TD, Minister for Rural & Community Development
My Department has policy and legislative responsibility for local authority burial grounds.

Local authorities are responsible for the management, regulation and control of local
authority burial grounds in their functional areas.

Following enquiries by my Department, the relevant local authority has indicated that the burial site
referenced in the Deputy's question is not registered to the local authority and the surrounding field
is in private ownership, with no right-of-way registered on the land registry map. Access to the burial
site is therefore, a matter for the relevant landowner(s).
The local authority indicated that the graveyard is not protected under the National Monuments Acts
and there are no burial records held with the relevant local authority library service for this site.
Note:
Since this Parliamentary Question the situation has changed. Bully’s Acre is now
registered in the ownership of Roscommon Co. Council.

The unsightly entrance to the field containing Bully’s Acre.
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Suggested signage

I know we're in the grip of moneymaking but we can't just bulldoze our ancestors

Some way would still need to be found to enforce respect for the sites. This is a race between greed
and commemoration, and the race may well be lost, in the end, to greed. But if so . . . if in our time,
these ancestors of ours are finally and forever dishonoured, let it also be in our time that a record of
the places where they were dishonoured is made.

Extract from editorial piece by Nuala O'Faolain, R.I.P.
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