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From: Cllr John Naughten

Sent: Wednesday 29 July 2020 23:58

To: Forward Plan

Subject: Submission 

I would like to make the following submission to the County Development Plan. 

1 Core Strategy and Settlement policy: 

I would like to see Monksland/Bealnamullia moved to Tier 1 due to its strategic importance as part of 
Athlone growth centre.  

The plan should seek to ensure all Tier 4 Settlement would have sewerage treatment system which would 
allow housing development to take place, not only creating employment but would help ensure the 
long  term viability of the Settlement.  

The County currently has a good balance between the Towns and Villages and one off Rural Houses, Rural 
Communities make a vital contribution to vibrancy of our County. 
We should ensure people who come from these rural areas have the opportunity to return to live, work and 
contribute to their Community, without having unnecessary impediments put in there way,  such as having 
another residential property in there name which could be used as grounds to refuse them planning 
permission. I would like to see this anomaly addressed in this Plan.  

Tier 1 and Tier 2 Settlement must have adequate Public and Amenity space to cater for the 
Community which is not currently the case. 

2: Rural Development and Natural Resources and Economic Development. 

Agriculture play a vital role in the rural economy, but the development of Tourism has huge 
potential and we need to maximise these opportunities over the lifetime of the Plan. 

 The plan should support the delivery of Broadband to every home as it  will be vital in developing 
our rural economy.  

3: Infrastructure, Transport and Communication. 

The plan should highlight the need to good quality road infrastructure between our main towns and 
the Regional growth centres. The plan should seek to have a new high grade single carriageway 
developed between the Regional growth centre of Athlone and Roscommon Town, as it will play a 
key role in the economic development of the County. 

Sustainable transport should be something that is promoted in the plan with the extension of bus 
services and looking at additional rail services, such as additional stops in places like Monksland 
which could link with Athlone Town Centre.  

4:Climate Action Energy and Environment. 
The plan should recognise the way the farming community has managed our environment and 
support measures to ensure they are in a position to continue this work. 
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5: Built Heritage, 
The plan should recognise the need for proper financial supports to be put in place to maintain 
our Built Heritage as there is a significant cost in restoring and maintaining these Structures.  

6: Social, community and Cultural Development. 

The plan should highlight the possibility for Social Enterprise as a way of creating employment 
opportunities in rural areas where we have a strong community network, this could be achieved 
working with Leader and LEO. 

Regards Cllr John Naughten. 
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