
To whom it may concern,  

I am writing to make a submission for consideration on the Issues Paper as part of the pre-draft stage 
of preparing the new Roscommon County Development Plan.  

I hope that observations from individuals and groups throughout the county will contribute to a 
development plan that sets out a vision for a socially, economically and environmentally sustainable 
community which enhances the health, wealth and wellbeing of its inhabitants and future-proofs our 
local communities against the challenges we will face in coming years due to climate related 
insecurity and change. 

We are living in unprecedented times and must take bold and radical action on climate change and 
ecological degradation during this decade. I request that every aspect of the County Development 
Plan reflects Roscommon County Council’s declaration of a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency in 
June 2019 and prioritises the implementation of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
which are significantly aligned with the National Planning Framework.  

I also wish to propose a number of specific measures for your consideration. 

 

In reference to economic activity, I propose:  

- Pursuing a county economic strategy based on sustainable growth principles and the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

- Outlining commitments to support Small and Medium Businesses as they attempt to continue to 
operate post COVID-19. Supports such as access to insurance and free access to council owned areas 
for seating or pedestrian walkways should be considered.  
 
- Identifying opportunities to liaise with stakeholders to promote awareness among the business and 
industry communities in Roscommon to develop an increasingly circular economy in the county, 
including provision of training and encouraging knowledge exchange initiatives in the area as well as 
support for practical circular economy initiatives and identification of community spaces for these to 
take place. 

- Future proofing businesses by encouraging them to develop a sustainable approach placing the 
principles of the circular economy at the heart of their strategies, and the use of environmentally 
friendly practices. 

- Support for Community Supported Agriculture schemes. 

- Encouraging Farmers Markets and other forms of local, low transport selling. 

- Supporting Organic Farming and farms as eco-tourism sites. 

- Support for communities growing their own food in gardens by encouraging food growing and 
supporting and promoting food growing initiatives 

- Supporting cross-sectoral collaborations between educational institutions and local businesses to 
develop and integrate circular economy practices into their approaches to product lifecycle, service 
provision or business development.   

- Supporting cross-sectoral collaborations between educational institutions and local businesses in 
developing green technologies. 

- Promoting sustainable development of tourism in ways that positively enhance the environment. 
Liaise with tourism providers to encourage “eco-tourism” schemes and support the development of 



these, particularly as part of a just transition strategy for communities impacted by the move to a low-
carbon economy. Progress the development of Roscommon as an eco-tourism destination based on 
cycling, walking, our rivers, lakes, islands, woodlands and wetlands. 

- Investment in and promotion of segregated walking / cycling trails in Roscommon. Nature trails are 
becoming increasingly popular with local people and tourists alike and with the possibility of Covid-19 
being with us for some time, outdoor pursuits are a much safer way for local people to gather in small 
groups, engage in exercise and develop a pride in their local area. It is also a more sustainable way to 
draw in tourists to the county, with potential for local enterprise, such as cafes, farm-shops, outdoor 
markets and cultural hubs to establish in towns and villages associated with walking and biking trails. 

- Identification of barriers to social and economic participation for those from minority communities 
in County Roscommon e.g. members of the Travelling Community, Women, Ethnic Minorities, those 
transitioning from Homelessness or Direct Provision. Putting in place supports specific to the 
particular barriers experienced by these different groups in social or economic participation. Liaising 
with representatives of different groups such as Traveller or Asylum Seeker organisations to identify 
these barriers and supports. 

 

In reference to energy, I propose: 

- Supporting and advancing the provision of energy efficiency and renewable energy resources and 
programmes by working in partnership with local communities to develop energy efficient and 
renewable energy projects to benefit the local area. 

- Promoting and supporting the Sustainable Energy Communities programme in the County and 
prioritising and supporting community-led and community-owned projects. 

- Promoting and prioritising the utilisation of existing waste streams from agricultural and forestry 
sectors for renewable energy projects including anaerobic digestion, subject to proper planning and 
environmental considerations. 

- Preventing negative effects on local communities associated with the energy transition. It is vital 
that local communities are fully engaged and consulted at all stages. The consultation process must 
have key characteristics including transparency, early involvement, inclusiveness, continuous dialogue 
and the independent organisation of the consultation. Any negative impacts of any project during 
development, construction and operation must be prevented and such measures should be made 
conditions of the permits and licences. 

- Conducting a detailed analysis of the Council’s energy use and carbon footprint across all its sectors 
and develop and implement a time-limited plan to reduce the carbon emissions in line with national 
targets. 

- A public information campaign: while a certain level of awareness among the public exists, more 
must be done to increase the visibility of home retrofit schemes and to explain the financial benefits 
to homeowners, as well as streamlining the application process. 

 

In reference to sustainable transport, I propose: 

- Promoting walking and cycling as efficient, healthy and environmentally friendly modes of transport 
by securing the development of a network of direct, comfortable, convenient and safe cycle routes 
and footpaths, particularly in urban areas and in the vicinity of schools. Cycle lanes need to be 
segregated and safe enough for children and novice cyclists to use.  
 



- Increasing cycling infrastructure such as the provision of safe, good quality docking stations, solar 
charging facilities for electric bicycles and the integration of bicycles with other modes of transport 
e.g. transporting bicycles on trains. 
 
- Provision of cycle training for school children as part of the plan to develop safe walking and cycling 
routes to schools 
 
- Assessing the road network to see where space can be reallocated for pedestrians and cyclists. 

- Increasing pedestrianisation of streets in towns and villages in Co. Roscommon, with due 
consideration for making our streets accessible and welcoming for all. In an age when we can get 
anything delivered to our doors, town centres need to be serene, sociable and enjoyable spaces to 
draw people in. 

- Supporting the creation of a segregated walking and cycling path linking Roscommon Town, Mote 
Park and Kilteevan 

- Supporting greenway projects as part of a just transition for communities impacted by the move to a 
low carbon economy. 

- Developing an integrated, segregated county network of greenways to be used by commuters, 
leisure cyclists and tourists. This county network should link with other counties and national routes. 

- Working with Transport Infrastructure Ireland and other local authorities and stakeholders to 
prioritise the timely completion of the Roscommon section of the Galway to Dublin Greenway 
between Athlone and Ballinasloe.  

- Supporting and encouraging public transport providers and rural community transport to enhance 
the provision of public transportation services linking the rural villages to the main towns within 
Roscommon. 

- Supporting the Rural Transport Initiative and the provision of an integrated rural community public 
transport system as a means of reducing social isolation and as a viable long-term sustainable public 
transport option. 

- Making more charge points for electric vehicles available for public use including fast charge points. 

 

In reference to climate action, environment and natural heritage, I propose:  

- Training for all Roscommon County Council staff on climate breakdown and biodiversity loss, the 
science behind it, how it is affecting life today and the impact it will have nationally and globally over 
the next few decades.  
 
- Ensuring a sufficient number of biodiversity and heritage officers among county council staff. 

- Protecting and promoting biodiversity in line with the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. 

- Mapping the raised bogs in the county and working with owners to conserve these special carbon 
stores and biodiversity hot spots in line with climate change and biodiversity obligations. 
 
- A radical expansion of planting of new, native trees over the term of the county development plan 
and the development of a closer to nature forestry model to grow the right trees in the right places. 
- Promoting the use of forest spaces primarily for biodiversity and recreational use rather than for 
commercial exploitation. 
 



- Supporting the protection of all native woodlands listed in the National Survey of Native Woodlands 
2003 to 2008 and ensuring adequate enforcement action is taken for any illegal felling.  
 
- Subjecting decisions to cut mature trees to a thorough review, regardless of whether they are 
subject to protection orders, and exploring all other options before doing so.  
 
   
- Respecting the role played by hedgerows in providing important wildlife corridors, nesting sites, 
improving air quality and screening of traffic and pollution. Encouraging the “wild” management of 
hedgerows and verges. Consider the management of hedgerows and verges through more 
ecologically friendly measures, such as maintenance of wildflower meadows to prevent weeds and 
banning spraying of pesticides/herbicides and hedge cutting during nesting season. 
 
- Protect rivers and lakes from pollutants, restore and maintain riparian areas for the benefit of 
wildlife and water quality, maintain hedgerows, woodlands and wetlands (including bog) for 
biodiversity and for their potential to moderate flooding (when left intact rather than drained and 
over managed) and encourage supports for farmers for same. 
 
- Increased engagement and cooperation between the Council and landowners and the general public 
on the quality and health of their local waterways and protected habitats, funding to local groups 
attempting projects related to environmental protection, restoration and education should be 
considered and events organised to increase awareness. 
 
- Committing to exploring more ecologically friendly weed management strategies including safe 
pesticides and weed killers. Ban the use of glyphosate.  
 
- Making more community allotments available in towns. Many more people have developed an 
understanding of food security issues in Ireland due to the COVID-19 lockdown. There is motivation 
evident to become more self-sufficient regarding growing food. Giving people access to community 
allotments will strengthen community links, positively impact how we reduce our carbon footprint 
and positively affect mental health.  
 
- Providing public bins with segregated waste types all over the county. Provision of education 
programmes for educational settings and local media. 
 
- Strengthening enforcement of our environmental laws including litter and illegal dumping 
 
- Developing Re-use centres throughout the county for residential and business items that can be 
repaired or upcycled and reused. 
 
-  Providing public water fountains to reduce the use of single-use plastic bottles.  
 
- Supporting and collaborating with environmental and community groups working towards 
transitioning to a climate-resilient society. 
 
In reference to housing and buildings, I propose:  
 
- Prioritising a Town Centres First collaborative and strategic approach to the regeneration of our 
villages and towns in Roscommon. 
 



- Implementing a strategic approach to town centre regeneration by utilising existing buildings and 
unused lands for new development and promoting residential occupancy in our towns and villages 

- A review of the current thresholds for those seeking social housing in Co. Roscommon.  

- A review of the restrictions in place around who is entitled to social housing 

- Addressing how Roscommon County Council will ensure new housing stock and buildings have a high 
energy rating and do not unduly affect natural habitats 

- Encouraging improved energy efficiency of existing building stock.  

- Developing a time limited action plan to convert all council-owned properties to at least an A energy 
rating. 

- Including how Roscommon County Council will assess derelict buildings to establish if a vacant levy 
should be applied to the building or if the building should be made available to the public. 

- Including the consideration of disability, accessibility and universal design in all planning decisions. 

- That the provision of rainwater harvesting is required as standard in all new commercial and 
residential developments and is promoted and incentivised in existing developments. 
 
- Striving to ensure that every inhabitant has access to green spaces for recreation and ensuring 
improvement of air quality particularly in high density areas of development. Commit that no child 
shall grow up without access to a convenient healthy outdoor green space, which is essential for their 
physical development and wellbeing. 
 
- Facilitating remote working and innovation opportunities by developing digital hubs, smart working 
facilities and co-working spaces to support the retention of skilled young people in rural communities 
and to reduce carbon emissions.  

 
 
Should you have any questions or comments on these recommendations or should you require 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me on 087 7554385 or at 
julieodonoghue1@gmail.com 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Julie O’ Donoghue  

 
 

 
 

 


