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Submission regarding the Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027. 

 

Core Strategy and Settlement Policy 

 

I do not agree with the current settlement hierarchy. I believe that for County 
Roscommon to thrive we need to create more opportunities for people to live and 
work in rural areas. In the face of Climate change, biodiversity loss and viruses like 
COVID-19 we need a resilient and multi-functional society. Urban areas, by their 
very nature, are more vulnerable in today’s world because of population density. I 
believe that the four tiers in the strategy should be completely reversed so that tier 
four becomes tier one and so on. To achieve balanced growth as per the NPF and 
RSES, we need to develop our rural areas to their full potential while simultaneously 
protecting the natural environment.  

 

I envision an overall plan for the county where we highlight our wonderful cultural 
heritage, create local employment, produce much of our food locally while also 
protecting every part of our natural eco-systems. There are wonderful opportunities 
for a sustainable future that can be achieved by working in new, innovative and 
creative ways.  

 

All across our rural settlements and the country side, as well as in our towns and 
villages, there are a number of derelict houses, barns, hay sheds and other 
structures that can be restored using sustainable methods and turned into affordable 
housing.  We should not be looking to build new houses until all of these options 
have been explored and utilised to their full potential. After that we should be looking 
to use innovative building methods such as disused shipping containers, cob, low 
impact dwellings and so forth for any new developments. The emphasis should be 
on recycling and reusing as many building materials as possible.   

 

We can ensure sustainability in our rural communities by improving our local public 
transport system to reduce the number of cars. There should be a well-developed 
system of local links for the elderly, students, workers and anyone else in the 
community to accommodate shopping trips, work, school transport, healthcare visits, 
recreational activities and so on.  

 



We can work to support more small, local and sustainable producers of goods and 
services all across the county, hold weekly farmer’s markets in our towns and 
villages and encourage the setting up community gardens and allotments in urban 
areas.  We can supply fibre broad band to all areas of the county to accommodate 
working and studying from home.  

 

All of the above would ensure the supporting of different areas of this county equally.  

 

I do not think there should be a clear physical distinction between the development 
boundaries of our towns and villages and the surrounding country side. We need to 
work across all areas to ensure a sustainable and equal future for the land, 
biodiversity and people of Roscommon.  

 

 

People, Places and Housing 

 

Young adults could be encouraged to remain in or return to County Roscommon by 
creating exciting work and leisure opportunities all across the county. I can see a 
future where “Green Ways” for hiking, cycling and walking are developed all across 
the county; linking villages, towns and settlements within the county but also 
extending into surrounding counties and all across Ireland. This would create a 
fantastic, sustainable boost for our tourism industry. There could be places to stay 
along the way; hostels, camping and glamping sites, restaurants and cafés serving 
locally produced food and small museums and visitors centres at all local places of 
interest. This would create infinite opportunities for employment and rural 
development.   

 

At a time when international travel by air is uncertain and largely unsustainable due 
to its impact on climate change, we need to think in new and creative ways. Imagine 
that your holiday starts literally on your doorstep wherever you are in the country and 
it can be easily adjusted to your budget and available timeframe.  

 

In regards to housing projects I believe that the plan that I outlined in the Core 
Strategy part of this document should be applied; “All across our rural settlements 
and the country side, as well as in our towns and villages, there are a number of 



derelict houses, barns, hay sheds and other structures that can be restored using 
sustainable methods and turned into affordable housing.  We should not be looking 
to build new houses until all of these options have been explored and utilised to their 
full potential. After that we should be looking to use innovative building methods such 
as disused shipping containers, cob, low impact dwellings and so forth for any new 
developments. The emphasis should be on recycling and reusing as many building 
materials as possible.” 

 

There should be a larger emphasis on local sustainable and affordable social 
housing all across the county both in rural and urban areas.  

 

In regards to developing retirement villages, housing for the elderly and for adults 
who require residential services the above plan should be implemented and in 
addition a clear strategy should be in place providing places to garden, grow food 
and engage with the natural world on a daily basis in close proximity to the housing 
development.  

 

I believe the biggest threats to County Roscommon, Ireland and the world at large in 
present day is Climate Change and Biodiversity loss, which in turn cause viruses 
such as COVID-19 and other potential diseases to flourish. Any criteria used to 
determine the economic and social need to live in the country side should take this 
into account.  

 

We need to put more emphasis on creating strong, local communities with food 
security, knowledge sharing, social care and empathy for the planet and ourselves at 
the forefront.  Once off housing in the country side will not contribute to the decline of 
our towns and villages. By implementing the “Green Ways”, growing and producing 
food locally and creating a vibrant and interesting county, we can entice more people 
to move to all areas of Roscommon.  

 

We absolutely need to safe guard the country side for the next generation. There is a 
huge scope for improvements in many areas. An obvious example is our agriculture 
sector that needs to move away from monoculture and reliance on pesticides. 
Production of any type of food needs to be done in a sustainable way.   

 

 



Our Towns and Villages 

 

We need to revitalize our town and village centres. A good example is the Boyle 
Farmer’s Market and Arts Festival. These types of events can be duplicated in all 
towns and villages.  

 

It is important to plant trees, create and encourage spaces for recreation, rest and 
learning such as parks, community gardens and playgrounds. There is much to be 
learnt from the way Westport rejuvenated and reinvented its town centre. 

 

Vacant properties and vacant retail units can be used as housing development, 
cultural and arts centres, cafés, childcare centres, places for teenagers and young 
adults to socialize, community centres, men’s sheds, indoor markets, theatres, 
second hand shop and recycling centres where items, clothes and electronics can be 
repaired and given a new lease of life.  

 

All of the above would create an attractive and vibrant town or village centre. I think 
that almost every town and village in Roscommon could accommodate more housing 
if it is done in disused properties or in new innovative sustainable ways.  

 

A good public open space needs a covered area, seating, toilets, lots of plants and 
safe access for all members of the community. I think the whole county, and Ireland 
at large, would improve immensely with the development of the “Green Way” 
network connecting all towns and villages and creating a safe space for cycling, 
walking and exercising.  

 

 

Rural development and Natural Resources 

 

Again, as I have described previously in this submission, the creation of a national 
“Green Way” system would improve rural economies and communities immensely. It 
would bring tourism to every part of Ireland and have a huge impact on people’s 
mental and physical health. As a tourist, either from abroad or from another part of 
Ireland, you would have to opportunity to visit local places of interest, farms, 



museums, and archaeological sites, as well as sampling local produce in different 
towns and villages of the country. The COVID-19 pandemic has showed us the need 
to think in new ways when it comes to tourism and socializing and a “Green Way” 
system would be much safer than many current forms of holidays. It could be 
combined with a strong public transport system where you can, if you wish, travel to 
join the walking and cycling paths in a desired part of Ireland. It would also double as 
a safe and enjoyable place to exercise in any area of the country.  There could be a 
system of rented bikes, strollers and wheel chairs that you could pick up and return 
anywhere along the way and this would in turn create employment in renting and 
repairing the different modes of transport.  

 

The countryside could be safeguarded in terms of biodiversity and habitats by, 
wherever possible, creating a wider band of protected land on each side of the 
“Green Way” path and keeping this area completely natural. It would create wildlife 
corridors while at the same time accommodating development.  

 

A range of enterprises can be accommodated in rural areas such as small food 
producers, farms specializing in growing flowers for cutting and essential oils, 
blacksmiths, potteries, herbalists, kayaking, sport centres, bakeries, cafés, holistic 
and health clinics, writers’ and artists’ retreats, centres for cultural and social 
activities, centres of learning for old and forgotten crafts and so on. 

 

The county could support all of these enterprises by sourcing affordable buildings, 
insurance, provide start up grants and offer ongoing support networks.  

 

I do not think the visual amenity of the landscape is sufficiently protected. We need 
to safeguard the stunning natural environment better for future generations. The 
greatest threats to rural areas are the use of land as monoculture plantations of 
spruce, monoculture agriculture and the use of pesticides that is proven to decimate 
our insect and wildlife population and poison our foods. We need to move towards 
more sustainable forms of agriculture and land use.  

 

 

Economic Development 

 



I have touched on many of the questions posed in this section previously in the 
submission. Roscommon’s key economic opportunities are that we are placed 
centrally in the country. For tourism this means that people are likely to travel 
through Roscommon to get from Dublin to the West or from the North to the South. 
We can utilise this strength by promoting our cultural and natural heritage to its full 
potential. The Shannon and Lough Key Forest Park could be promoted to a larger 
extent with boating holidays, canoeing and kayaking courses and so forth. The 
creation of a “Green Way”, using in parts the disused railway lines, would attract 
inward investment in employment and enterprise.  

 

Rural businesses and enterprises need more support and I would like to see policy 
changes in the areas of insurance, rent, start-up loans, grants and ongoing 
networking and supporting events. Other areas that need economic support are the 
many different Community Gardens, Men’s sheds and various other community 
groups that are relying completely on volunteers, applying for grants and raising all 
the money needed for insurance and running costs. I would be very happy to see a 
change in this area; where grants for these sorts of amenities could be accessed 
easily and a general insurance could be sought by the Roscommon County Council 
that would work as an umbrella for all of them. As it is now, too many great ideas in 
the county are being killed off due to insurance costs.  

 

The three questions on how we can better link tourism attractions, how we can make 
our key tourism infrastructure more user friendly and accessible and how we can 
bring out the potential of our tourism and recreation attractions can all be answered 
by the creation of a national “Green Way” network all across the county of 
Roscommon and Ireland at large. It is the obvious way for the tourism industry to 
move into the future and I cannot stress the need for this to happen strongly enough.  

 

Infrastructure, Including Transport and Communication 

 

I think we need to build a better public transport system. There needs to be more 
train and bus routes linking different rural areas, villages and towns and the trains 
and buses need to be running on a much more frequent schedule. This would help 
reduce traffic congestion at peak times and all school transport should be public. A 
“Green Way” would encourage walking and cycling everywhere in the county. 
Parking standards should be reduced for all new developments as a means to 
reduce car dependency.  

 



We need to create a reliable fibre broadband network for the whole county. In my 
opinion, we should not develop the 5G and Wi-Fi technology at all but replace it 
completely with fibre broadband. This would in turn reduce the dependency and 
addiction to mobile devices seen in many people today. 

 

Climate Action, Energy and Environment 

 

The main environmental issues facing County Roscommon and the greater world are 
biodiversity loss, insect decline and a catastrophic Climate Emergency.  

 

Steps in the plan to address this can include reducing our energy needs by insulating 
our homes better, living in smaller houses, switching all bulbs to LED’s, growing and 
producing food locally to cut out transport and packaging, reducing our indoor 
temperature, encouraging public transport, walking and cycling, recycling all our 
resources, consuming less, buying things second hand, upcycling items, leaving our 
road verges uncut for wild life, creating more nature reserves, promoting community 
gardens and allotments, reducing our car dependency, promoting holidays at home 
and staycations, supporting local businesses, eating food in season and engaging 
with nature on a daily basis. It would be beneficial to plant a wide variety of native 
trees but avoid monoculture plantings of Sitka spruce. We need to ban the use of 
Glyphosate with immediate action. 

 

In regards to renewable energy, the first step is to greatly reduce our energy 
consumption. After that we need to explore a wide variety of renewable energy 
sources, such as going off grid with small solar panels, small wind turbines, 
generators in running water and small local biomass burners like the one in Aurivo’s 
factory in Ballaghaderreen. We need to consider planting hemp, elephant grass and 
willows and alders for coppicing. All of these crops would create benefits for the local 
communities in the form of employment, management and running of small 
community biomass units. Thinnings from the already existing Sitka spruce 
plantations could also be used, letting the other trees reach maturity.  

 

I do not believe that industrial wind turbines have a place in the future plan for 
Ireland’s energy. On top of needing huge amounts of concrete and rare metals in 
their construction, they are in their nature very intermittent and because of this 
require large battery storage facilities to function. Such facilities are detrimental to 
the environment as they again need a huge amount of rare metals and other 



resources and also due to the risk of explosions and fires. In most countries such 
facilities are required to be far from human population and/or underground. I believe 
there is a plan to place battery storage facilities in close proximity to Ballaghaderreen 
(Tonroe) and possibly Carrick on Shannon. This would be detrimental to both areas 
and I strongly oppose it.  

 

In regards to recycling, we should follow Sweden’s example and have a system 
where you can recycle your PET-bottles and drinking cans in all shops and get a 
small monetary award for each one. Other recycling could get more efficient with a 
small grant to cover some of the cost of the recycling bin.   

 

We need to plant more trees and other plants in all of our towns, villages and in any 
new development. Farmers should be encouraged to create hedges and wildlife 
corridors on their lands. We should leave the grass to grow in a lot of public spaces 
and only cut it once a year and remove the cuttings. This will in time create a 
wildflower haven for pollinating insects.  

 

Built Heritage 

 

This section is largely covered in previous parts of the submission as the creation of 
a “Green Way” would deal with most of these points. Tourists from near and far can 
gain access to our rich built heritage as part of the experience. I am not sure if the 
old train station in Ballaghaderreen is in the RPS but, if not, I believe it should be. As 
previously mentioned in the section about housing, we should make every effort to 
re-use any derelict and redundant buildings.  

 

 

Natural Heritage 

 

We should encourage the creation of hedges to replace fences, plant native broad-
leafed trees where appropriate and increase the number of Natura 2000 sites and 
areas. It is of outmost importance to protect the natural heritage of the county. We 
should encourage the use of developments already in place such as empty and 
derelict buildings and thus reduce adverse visual impact on the landscape. Any new 
development should be considered carefully.  



 

 

Social, Community and Cultural Development 

 

I believe that learning is a life-long experience and the county provides adequate 
school facilities for this in most regards. There is no third level institution in the 
county so that might be something to keep in mind for the Development plan. Maybe 
some third level courses could be taught through a mixture of evening lectures in an 
existing secondary school or other suitable building and on line lectures.  

 

I believe that there is adequate healthcare in Ballaghaderreen but it is difficult to get 
to the closest A&E in Castlebar without a car so a bus connection would be very 
useful.  

 

There needs to be more support for childcare and nursing home development in the 
county. All such facilities should have access to outdoor spaces for gardening, 
growing foods and connecting with nature.  

 

In the current climate we need positive community projects and developments more 
than ever. All of the ideas I described in the section on Our Towns and Villages 
would be beneficial in the process of inclusion of all different groups and members of 
the community;  

“It is important to plant trees, create and encourage spaces for recreation, rest and 
learning such as parks, community gardens and playgrounds. There is much to be 
learnt from the way Westport rejuvenated and reinvented its town centre. Vacant 
properties and vacant retail units can be used as housing development, cultural and 
arts centres, cafés, childcare centres, places for teenagers and young adults to 
socialize, community centres, men’s sheds, indoor markets, theatres, second hand 
shop and recycling centres where items, clothes and electronics can be repaired and 
given a new lease of life”.  

 

Through the process of connecting with nature, our natural, cultural and built 
heritage, and thinking about the future in positive and innovative ways, we can all 
move forward in the best way possible.  

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.  
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