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Creating a vibrant rural economy 

Rural decline 

Having read the NSES I was surprised to learn that we have a vibrant rural economy. My perception 
of where I live is that it is an area in decline. But I do think aspects of its decline can be turned 
around with intervention/support. 

Tourism 

Roscommon tourism has been glossed over by Failte Ireland.  But the very thing that has been the 
thorn in the side of our potential development – our lack of tourist exposure – is the very thing that 
makes us stand out – it is our unique selling point. We are untouched, we are a county with 
remnants of the past attached, we are old Ireland, uncommericalised, untainted by the tourist 
industry. We are not a fabricated industry.  What we have is real in terms of our legends, our kings, 
our queen, our heroes. But we need to hoist our heroes up onto the global platforms for the world 
to see and stimulate our own brand of tourism. 

Two such heroes who have fallen through the cracks of history in our county are Fr Michael O’ 
Flanagan and Fr Edward J Flanagan. Both were trail blazers in their areas of expertise and were 
internationally acclaimed for their achievements. 

Fr Edward J Flanagan founded Boystown, a home for disadvantaged boys, later expanded to 
encompass the welfare of whole families. This charitable enterprise is now a town in Nebraska 
consisting of its own schools, hospitals, research units and is ever expanding in fields of welfare and 
social intervention. It safeguards the lives of 400 children on campus and now has branches across 



the world.  Fr Edward J Flanagan was a pioneering expert in child welfare and was at the top of his 
game after world war 2 when President Truman choose him to tour European countries to advise on 
welfare models to rebuild countries and families torn apart by war.   

 Fr Michael O ‘Flanagan on the other hand, was a nationalist, a rebel priest whose dedication to 
social justice often put him at odds with the church. He was passionate about regenerating rural 
Ireland. His fundraising in America was responsible for the establishment of home industry, including 
a cheese making enterprise in Loughglynn. He travelled the East cost of America with Irish 
craftworkers to grow the industry. He progressed the Irish language here. He campaigned for 
workers’ rights, parishioners’ rights, became leader of Sinn Fein in the 30’s, was highly respected 
nationally and internationally as one of our finest orators. He was an academic, a scholar, a teacher, 
a linguist and an inventor.  Above all, he was first and foremost a Roscommon man. 

 

Environment/Climate 

It is my belief that any new planning applications for once off housing in the countryside should be 
required to include a landscaping design that incorporates a protection plan for the environment i.e. 
it has to include a buffer zone in the garden for pollinators and must include the planting of native 
trees.  

Water conservation methods as a climate care measure should be included in all new house designs. 
i.e. water harvesting tank for grey water.  

In small clustered estates, it should be compulsory to have a shared water tank for the estate to be 
used in times of drought, for gardening/car washing etc in order to protect reserves in times of 
shortage. In general water harvesting should be encouraged on farms and an incentive scheme for 
the integration of same with new livestock housing, thereby easing pressure on water resources. 

There should be incentives for more native tree planting around towns/villages as well as more 
native wildflower buffer zones to replace lawns in public areas. 

Pollution and fly tipping are problems that I would like to see addressed. 

An annual hazardous waste collection would be beneficial. 

Growing vegetables and becoming more sustainable in terms of food production and circular 
economies should be supported at community level. There is evidence that working with nature has 
a beneficial effect on mental health.  The concept of creating community gardens as places for 
socialising and nurturing well-being should be considered.  There are enough vacant sites and 
disused areas to accommodate same. They would also have the practical benefit of providing a local 
food chain/network.  

To avoid the use of plastic water bottles there should be water refill points in our towns to dispense 
clean drinking water. These could be a charged coin/card service to recoup the cost of the service. 

 

The Arts 

Covid19 has highlighted the importance of the Arts – music/art/literature to entertain, inform and 
keep our spirits high. Support needs to be given to aspiring artists/musicians (, not just those who 
have “made a name for themselves) to create new works. Workshops in voice, theatre, writing, 



music production etc are needed. There is abundance of tutors who can be accessed to teach 
music/dance/ art but there is a lack of accessible mentoring for creatives who wish to 
create/compose/generate new material. More guidance from mentors and access to expertise 
needs to be available to nurture and assist artistic expression in terms of development and style, 
innovation and originality/ individuality and to teach skills for the use of technology as a platform. 
And access to venues/opportunities, to promote a fresh approach to Roscommon creative and/or 
collaborative arts ventures. 

Transport in Rural Ireland 

The local link bus service is under utilised in many areas because people cannot reach its stop off 
points or the times don’t suit. 

If you live in a rural area and don’t’ have a car you need to access a transport means. Local link is 
great if you live on a main road. However, if you live a distance away from the stop off point, maybe 
down a boreen 2 kms from the nearest point then the service is useless.  

The Kilbride community bus has been a far superior service to Local Link and I believe that 
“community buses”rather in conjunction with local links are the future. The community bus will pick 
up the person at their house. It is a lifeline for the socially isolated. In our cocooning period, the 
community bus made food deliveries etc to those cut off from the outside world, those who don’t 
have the ability to access stores on line due to the absence of technology or fear of technology. It 
gave people a sense of independence – they didn’t have to be dependent on a kind neighbour 
delivering a few groceries., they could place an order with the local shop and the local bus would 
deliver to them. Funds need to be made available for the community bus. 


