
 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monksland Town Team Submission

 
 

29th JULY 2020  
 

 

 

Authored by:  Monksland Town Team  
 

REPORT TITLE 

2018 



 

 

2 

 

 

The vision for County Roscommon 
 

Key Questions: 

• What is your vision for County Roscommon? 

Attract foreign investment, encourage local investment and development, 

community participation, attract tourism, enhance local amenities and green 

spaces, develop and build strong community spirit. 

 

• What kind of county would you like to see Roscommon become by 2027? 

We would like to see County Roscommon: 

o be an attractive place to live and raise a family, 

o have local employment 

o have quality and quantity services to meet the needs of people at 

all life stages.   

• What could the County Development Plan do specifically to help achieve your 

vision for the future? 

The County Development Plan will set out the road map for the development of 

the County over the next five years which will help deliver on our vision. 

 

What we would really like to see in 2027 County Roscommon are more facilities for 
the youth - bigger outdoor areas (parks, walks, cycle tracks), club locations, 
education courses, a large center where larger events could take place.   
We would also like to see more investment put into a greener county, more 
promotion into recycling, reusing & more ethically & local made products. 
We really need to encourage more investment into supporting mental health. 
 
The Covid-19 lockdown made us all see what’s around us, and although there are 
many beautiful little places, they are little.  Monksland really needs a big park like 
Roscommon town or Tullamore or even like Dún na Si in Moate.  We’re currently 
not and not sure we will be part of any greenway tracks. 
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During lockdown we really saw how little there was for especially teenagers. Anti social behavior 

occurred on a number of occasions due to boredom & lack of supervision (I’m not judging I don’t 

know what it’s like to raise a teenager yet & i know in a lot  of cases parents were doing their 

best). They really need to be the focus and mental health.  
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Core Strategy and Settlement Policy 

 

 
 

• Do you agree with the hierarchy or how should it be changed? 

The hierarchy is an excellent means of categorizing the towns and villages in the 

county, however, Tier 2 is crowded.  It may be more beneficial to the settlements 

to categorize according to population, e.g., Tier’s 1 and 2 settlements below:  

 

Settlement Population 

Roscommon 5,800 

Monksland 4,500 

Boyle 2,500 

Castlerea 2,000 

Ballaghadereen 1,800 

 

• Where in the county should population growth be directed to achieve balanced 

growth as per the NPF and RSES? 

Close to housing, facilities, employment and a road network. 

 

• Are there settlements in the county that could accommodate additional housing 

and development?   

Additional housing is always a requirement for a growing community; however, it 

must be accompanied by the appropriate community facilities, e.g., Monksland 

currently has a proposed development for additional private housing but it is 

struggling with the provision of facilities. 
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• Do you think there should be a clear physical distinction between the 

development boundaries of our towns and villages and the surrounding 

countryside? 

As a town team we have embraced our surrounding townlands and countryside.  

Roscommon should be one county, with equality for all.  However, we do need to 

protect our countryside from urban sprawl.  There should be no opportunity to 

create a ‘them and us’ strategy.   

 

 

People, Places and Housing 

 

• How can younger adults be encouraged to remain in or return to County 

Roscommon? 

We need to provide employment, appropriate housing and community facilities, 

the ability to work from home, transport, sporting facilities, entertainment. 

 

• What issues relating to population and housing do you think should be 

addressed? 

The issues relate to the provision of facilities, both for the community and for 

commercial development. 

 

• Where do you think new housing should be accommodated? 

New housing should be accommodated in the areas in which there is existing or 

potential employment as this is a basic requirement of a growing community.  

There should also be access to community facilities such as health care, child 

care, broadband, shops, etc. 

 

• What type of housing would encourage you to live in a town or village? 

Housing should be appropriate to the population.  A mix of housing should 

include apartments, family housing and housing suitable for those who want to 

down-size or have additional needs.  A community needs to be inclusive of all life 

stages. 
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• Do you think that there should be a greater choice in terms of housing type and 

provision in our settlements? How could this be achieved? 

Reference above.  A greater choice would encourage a mixed and therefore, 

more balanced community.  This could be achieved by encouraging developers to 

build a mix of housing and not just a single type in any one development. 

 

• How can our urban areas best accommodate increased residential density? 

Apartment blocks up to three levels and the inclusion of three-story houses 

within urban development’s increases the population of the development, e.g., 

River Village in Monksland has a variety of housing types. This increases the 

population of the housing estate.  However, it is well planned so that no one area 

feels crowded with houses or cars.  This type of development encourages a mixed 

and more balanced community. 

 

• Does County Roscommon have the right balance between social and private 

housing?  

Don’t have visibility on this. 

 

• What house types do you consider need to be provided? For example, housing 

for the elderly, retirement villages, single occupancy units, apartments, 

detached dwellings, etc. 

All of the above.  It is very important to be inclusive of all stages and allows a 

more balanced community to develop rather than having just one representation 

of the community, e.g., all apartments which are designed for single 

professionals.  An inclusive community needs representation from all life stages, 

such as children, teenagers, young, mid-life and more mature adults.  We also 

need to include those who have extra needs or support.  Housing should be 

representative of normal human life and be inclusive of everyone. 

 

• What criteria should be used to determine economic and social need to live in 

the countryside?  

Some people need to live in the countryside. 
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• Is the accommodation of one-off housing in the open countryside contributing 

to the decline of towns and villages? 

Don’t think so.  It would be better to have housing in a village setting, however, 

Irish people like one-off housing. 

 

• Is there a need to improve the design of rural dwelling and buildings in Co. 

Roscommon? 

We can always improve design.  We should look at designs from other countries 

which have to deal with weather extremes such as the Nordic countries.  We 

could take the good ideas and use them here. 

 

• Do you think that it is important to safeguard the countryside for the next 

generation? 

It is very important to safeguard the countryside for the future.  As we have 

experienced this year, nature can be supportive of mental and physical health. 

 

 

 

Our Towns and Villages 

• What do you think makes an attractive town/village? 

Nicely designed buildings, public green space such as a park (the park in 

Roscommon is easily accessed from the town center and is a lovely calm, green 

space), shops, coffee shops, ease of access to town and public transport, parking 

spaces and especially public toilet facilities.  We are very lacking in public toilet 

facilities. 

 

• What measures could be taken to encourage you to live in a town or village? 

The provision of facilities such as transport, broadband and shops, all of which 

encourage a community to develop. 
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• The NPF places significant emphasis on accommodating the sustainable growth 

of settlements in the form of compact growth.  How do you think this can be 

successfully achieved? 

Compact growth = higher density.  High density must be well supported by good 

quality amenities and community facilities.  Failure to provide both leaves the 

area susceptible to anti-social behavior.  With regard to business development, 

shared services could potentially be workable in some areas. 

 

• What measures need to be taken to successfully reverse the decline / 

stagnation of towns and villages in the county? 

We need to make the towns and villages more attractive to live in.  if people 

have the facilities they need and want, they will live locally.  

 

• How can we encourage the re-use of vacant properties? 

The vacant properties must be more attractive to occupy that going to new 

properties.  This involves providing support about re-design, re-purposing, access 

to grants, financial advice, etc. 

 

• What alternative uses are suitable in vacant retail units in town centers? 

Coffee shop, arts and craft centers, drop-in center, art gallery, dance studio, gym.   

 

• What towns or villages do you think would be suitable to accommodate more 

housing?  

Don’t have visibility on this. 

 

• What do you consider makes a good open space? 

The park in Roscommon town is a good representation of an open green space.  

The green space should be central to the community, accessible, have an 

integrated playground, access to playing pitches, space to kick a ball or play 

frisbee.  There should be seating so that people can sit and relax, picnic tables for 

socializing.  As a result of the current Covid 19 pandemic, open green spaces 

where people can meet and spend time together while remaining at an 

acceptable distance has become very important.  This situation will not change 
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for the foreseeable future and will be required into the future.  Mote park is 

another excellent green space which has designated walkways, picnic tables and 

benches and is very well used by the wider community.  Monksland has the 

potential to have this kind of facility in the future and we are hoping to work with 

the council team and Coillte to develop such a facility. An open space in or close 

to the center of a town or village can be used for markets, social outings and 

generally getting the community together.  They are an enhancement to the 

town or village.  

 

• Are you satisfied with the provision of public and amenity spaces throughout 

the county? Are there any good examples that you would recommend as a 

place to visit?  Are there any examples that you think could be improved? 

We could do better as a county.  Roscommon town park, Mote park, Lough Kee 

forest park, the old woodland at St. Johns, Lecarrow, the new development 

between Roscommon town and Strokestown (can’t remember the name) are all 

good examples of what can be provided for public use.  Signage is an area which 

could be improved so that these amenities can be used by everyone.  We need to 

direct people to these public amenities.  

 

 
 

Rural Development and Natural Resources 

• How can we strengthen our rural economies and communities? 

By having policies which encourage people to live in and get involved in their local 

community. 

 

• How do we make sure our rural villages are centers of economic and social 

activity? 

The provision of facilities such as transport, broadband and shops, all of which 

encourage a community to develop. 

 

• What services and type of development is required in your rural area to support 

the community?  How can these services be provided? 
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Don’t have visibility on this issue. 

 

• What type of enterprises do you think should be in rural areas? 

Enterprises relevant to the area. 

 

• How can the County Development Plan support sustainable rural based 

enterprises? 

By providing policies to support the enterprises. 

 

• How can the countryside be safeguarded in terms of biodiversity and habitats 

while accommodating development? 

We need to have policies which create a balance between the two. 

 

• Do you think the visual amenity of the landscape is sufficiently protected? 

We need to create a balance so that both the landscape and local development 

are protected. 

 

• What are the greatest threats to rural areas? 

Availability of affordable housing, jobs, roads, transport, health care, etc. 

 

 

 

Economic Development 

• What do you think are Roscommon’s key economic strengths or opportunities? 

Roscommon’s location, access to road networks, a well-educated population, 

easy access to educational facilities, a diverse population. 

 

• How do you think Roscommon should be promoted to attract inward 

investment in employment and enterprise? 

Roscommon could contact its diaspora. 
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• Is there enough support for rural enterprises?  What changes in policy would 

you like to see? 

• What can be done to improve existing employment and industrial areas in the 

county? 

• How can we make our recreational infrastructure more user friendly and 

accessible for visitors? 

• How can we better link key tourism attractions with our towns and villages, so 

that greater economic benefit can be obtained from tourism? 

• Are there any areas / attractions in the county that you think have been 

overlooked but have the potential to be developed for tourism and 

recreational purposes? 

• What services and type of development is required in your rural area to 

support the community?  How can these services be provided? 

Don’t have visibility on this issue. 

 

Infrastructure, including Transport and Communications 

 

• What infrastructure improvements do you think are necessary for the county? 

We need to identify an alternative water source for south Roscommon, extend 

the bus services in order to support more rural communities and reduce car 

usage, improve broadband so that business can operate from home. 

 

• What towns or villages should be prioritized for water or wastewater 

improvements? 

South Roscommon for water improvements. 

 

• Is public transport provision adequate in County Roscommon and what 

improvements could be made? 

Public transport could be improved by extending the network. 

 

• What would encourage you to use walking and cycling as a means of 

transport? 
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Safer roads, a cycle lane and improvements to the footpath network. 

 

• What measures would help reduce traffic congestion at peak times and school 

hours? 

We could have a traffic co-ordinator at each school to keep traffic moving.  This 

could be supported by volunteers from the parent’s associations. 

 

• How can the Council best promote and support a modal shift towards more 

sustainable modes of transport? 

 

• Should parking standards for new developments be reduced to reflect the 

need to reduce car dependency? 

No, the number of parking spaces should not be reduced.  Reducing car 

dependency must come first, then reduce the number of parking spaces. 

 

• Are you satisfied with the provision of broadband and telecommunications in 

your area?  how can the Council assist the roll out of these services? 

Broadband and telecommunications need to be improved in the whole county. 

 

 

Climate Action, Energy and Environment 

 

• What are the main environmental issues facing County Roscommon? 

Littering is still an issue.  We should aim to greatly reduce the use of plastic.  The 

use of flood plains for building purposes should be reviewed and reduced. 

 

• How can the Plan address climate change? 

Starting with the schools, we can introduce awareness. 

 

• How can we increase awareness and reduce the impacts of climate change on 

County Roscommon? 

Starting with the schools, we can introduce awareness. 
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• What forms of renewable energy should be facilitated in the county? 

Wind energy is a good fit for Roscommon. 

 

• What areas of the county are suitable for wind energy projects? 

More remote areas which minimize the impact on the local community and on 

wildlife. 

 

• How can we encourage a reduction in waste and increase recycling? 

We need to provide the required services so that people can use them. 

 

• Are there adequate recycling facilities in the County and in your opinion where 

should these facilities be located? 

We can always improve on current recycling facilities.  Their ideal locations are 

where people can easily access them. 

 

• What greening initiatives do you think should be considered for the county and 

incorporated into new developments proposals? 

Increase the number of green spaces around residential areas, make woodlands 

and forests accessible for the public.  
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Build Heritage 

 

• How can we increase awareness, understanding and access to the heritage of 

County Roscommon? 

County Roscommon has a broad range of heritage including sites such as the 

Meehambee Dolmen, a megalithic portal tomb dating 

from around 3500BC.  There is also an old mass path in 

the same location.  It would be a big advantage to local 

heritage sites if we could produce a booklet with a list 

of the current sites which are sufficiently developed for 

the public to visit.  It could also include a list of 

potential sites and any information on them and a list 

of agencies where people might volunteer to get involved with local heritage.  The 

booklet would then be available in local shops and outlets so that people have the 

information freely available to them. 

 

• How can we enhance heritage assets and local distinctiveness within our towns 

and villages?   

Tidy towns teams contribute greatly to the enhancement of towns and villages, 

perhaps their remit might be broadened to include local heritage sites.  If the sites 

looked more attractive, they might get more attention and more people might get 

involved.  Farming associations should also be included as many heritage sites are 

located within working farm-land. 

 

• Are the existing boundaries of Architectural Conservation Areas (ACA’s) adequate 

to protect these areas or should they be revised?  How can these areas be 

managed and enhanced? 

Need more information about this. 

 

• Are there areas in towns or villages that should be designated as Architectural 

Conservation Areas? 
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Definitely.   

• Are there buildings or other structures we should be adding to the Record of 

Protected Structures? 

Definitely.  For example, the Monksland/Bealinamulla area has an old abandoned 

church and graveyard which could be included.  It is part of the history of the area 

and is currently overgrown and neglected.  There are many more examples in the 

county. 

• How do we encourage the re-use of redundant or derelict buildings? 

Make it economically viable and preferable to do so rather than trying to build 

new.  Grants, access to affordable design, engineering and architectural expertise. 

Encouragement. 
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Natural Heritage 

 

• Do you think it is important to protect the natural heritage of the county? 

Definitely.  County Roscommon has a broad range of natural heritage and we 

need to protect it. 

 

• How can change to the quality, character and amenity value of County 

Roscommon’s landscape be managed? 

By making us all, as residents and natives of County Roscommon, accountable for 

our natural heritage.  

 

• How can we balance the protection of the heritage of the county against 

providing for the development and future needs of the county? 

By making us all accountable and responsible and not just leaving it to the local 

council.  

 

• How can the countryside be protected from the loss of habitats and adverse 

visual impacts caused by inappropriate development? 

We apply appropriate assessment of each proposed development. 

 

 
 

Social, Community and Cultural Development 

• Are there adequate schools in your area and are they easily accessible to the 

people that they serve? 

Yes.  They are. 

 

• How can we encourage the multi-use of existing school and community 

buildings? 

This is a really good idea.  It’s a change of perspective, use, ownership and will take 

time to initiate. 
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• Are there adequate health facilities in your area, accessible to the people that 

they serve? 

There are excellent and accessible health facilities in the Monksland / Bealinamulla 

area. 

 

• What policies should be included in the County Development Plan to support 

childcare and nursing home provision in the county? 

Policies to encourage the provision and maintenance of childcare and nursing 

home in local areas. 

 

• Is there an adequate quantity and quality of community, play, open space and 

recreational facilities in your area? 

No, there is a definite lack of community, play, open space and recreational 

facilities in the Monksland / Bealinamulla area.  We have a population of 4,500 and 

lack a center or focal point for the area. 

 

• Are the current standards for public open space provision associated with new 

developments appropriate? 

They could be improved. 

 

• Are the needs of different cultural, ethnic, youth, elderly and disabled groups 

being accommodated in our community? 

Not sufficiently.  We need to integrate everyone so that we have a balanced 

community. 

 

• How can the Plan promote social inclusion and equality for all citizens of the 

county? 

The plan can include policies to promote inclusion, equality and diversity. 

 

 


