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Submission from Roscommon Environmental Network
To Roscommon County Council
Regarding the Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027

Introduction.
In September 2015, as a result of several years of inclusive consultations and negotiations
between UN Member States, civil society and engaged citizens around the world, 193
countries signed up to deliver “Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”. 1 The creation of this universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and
ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity was led by the Ambassadors of Ireland and Kenya
to the UN .

Key to this plan are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) illustrated below. The
Goals are inseparable and not one of them can be delivered without the others. Indeed they
are based on the understanding that our society is rooted in the natural environment and
human wellbeing relies entirely on the same natural environment. It also recognises that
our economy should serve society rather than the other way around, and that it should
operate within the limits to growth of the planet on which we live.
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - Stockholm Resilience Centre

Underlying the SDGs are the two key cross-cutting objectives:
• Intergenerational equity
• Leave No-one behind
•
In other words, we should leave the planet in at least as good a condition as we found it, for
the generations to come, and we should ensure that no individual and no country should be
left behind if we are to have truly sustainable development.

Incorporating the SDGs into the County Development Plan
Ireland has a National Implementation Plan2. Implementation of this plan requires
partnership between governments, at all levels, civil society, and the public. Partnership for
the Goals is indeed Goal 17. Local Government should play a key role in this.
Making sure that the delivery of the SDGs is a key pre-requisite for all local authority
planning is the objective of this submission.

2

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/DCCAE-National-Implement-Plan.pdf

Local Authorities around the world have united to drive the delivery of the SDGs and many
resources have been created to this end. Some of their reports are available through the
UN3
Two recent online workshops, with registrations of c.150 Irish councillors and officials
looked at the SDGs as key to enabling policy coherence and ambition in planning for the
future of their communities. The edited recording of the workshops is here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWOaKqQzTVY
Other resources when considering how to incorporate the SDGs into the County
Development Plan include:
•
‘The Sustainable Development Goals: What Local Governments Need to Know’ This guide
from UCLG explains how each of the 17 SDGs relates to the daily work of local and regional
governments. It also lists the most relevant targets of each goal to local governments and highlights
the relationship between the goals and other international agendas
https://www.uclg.org/en/media/news/sustainable-development-goals-what-local-governmentsneed-know
•

Roadmap for Localising the SDGs by the Global Taskforce of Local & Regional Governments

https://www.uclg.org/sites/default/files/roadmap_for_localizing_the_sdgs_0.pdf
•

The SDGs & Local Government in Ireland: In this short paper, Social Justice Ireland
outlines a series of concrete proposals spanning all 17 SDGs that local authorities, and their
LCDCs & SPCs, can include in their Development Plans. http://sdgsforall.ie/wpcontent/uploads/2020/06/SDGs-Local-Government-recommendations.pdf

Methods for Integration of the SDGs into the CDP
The SDGs provide a new way of driving policy coherence, breaking down silo thinking and
encouraging horizontal participation processes. There are many possible approaches to
integration.
1. Through integration of the individual SDGs
•

3

Advantages
•

Detailed thematic data collection

•

Clear link with the SDGs

•

The Context Analysis transcends the individual services

•

Illustrations and promotional material widely available

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11/local

•
•

Attractive perspective for participation processes

Disadvantages
•

Time intensity

•

The risk of new silos based on the SDGs

•

The approach must be incorporated at the start of the process

2. Clustered integration based on the 5 Ps (see diagram below)
Advantages
•

Makes the integration of the SDGs more manageable

•

The link with the SDGs is explicitly present

•

Structured data gathering in a limited number of working groups

•

Illustration and promotional material readily available

•

Enables the promotion of internal cooperation

Disadvantages
•

The SDGs have been categorised which makes a custom approach more
difficult

•

Partnership and peace are essential parts of the other Pillars

•

The approach must be incorporated at the start of the process

3. Integration based on the structure of the local authority
Integrating the SDGs into your context analysis for plans and programmes based around
existing service and corporate structures.
•

Advantages
• There is an existing structure based on service provision
•

•

This structure provides the basis for data gathering and context analysis

Disadvantages
•

Not all 17 SDGs are covered by the service structure and objectives

•

Silo thinking is more likely to continue

4. Basic integration
You might choose basic integration if:
• the local Authority is already very experienced in the preparation of a high-quality
context analysis (CA)
• The Local Authority has already carried out a structured CA in the past and keep
updating it. In which case you might keep the process and the structure of the
document, but enrich the CA with the 17 SDGs.
• Advantages
• Requires relatively little additional time
• The Context Analysis (CA) process does not need to change
• Is independent from the timing of the CA; can also be scheduled as a later
exercise
• It is clear what SDGs are not addressed in the CA
• Disadvantages
• Placing a label afterwards means that you will only discover possible gaps late
in the process and can be tokenistic
• Capturing the actual SDGs in the policy memo and the multi-annual strategic
plan will be less clear later

Communications regarding this Submission should be directed to Michael Ewing
Chair of Roscommon Environmental Network
Tullyval, Knockvicar, Boyle Co Roscommon. F52 X821. Tel: 086-8672153 email:
michaelewingien@gmail.com

