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20th June 2021 

 

Re Roscommon County Development plan 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

 I am concerned that the current wording of Table 3.2  (Rural Housing need Criteria) 
Economic Need is biased against members of the community who engage in farming and the 
environmental services on a part time basis. An extreme interpretation of the current wording would 
ensure that none but those engaged in intensive dairy farming would qualify to build/live in the 
Roscommon Countryside. Consider that the vast majority of farming activity in Roscommon is 
cattle/sheep farming enterprises. These enterprises are predominately conducted on a part-time 
basis. Because the farmers do engage in these farming activities has a significant value to the 
locality. The loss of these activities because of the inability of families to build their homes next to 
their enterprises will lead to the depopulation of the communities in the county, a reduction in the 
stewardship of the countryside and ultimately a drive to large scale farming operations. I am making 
the following suggestion 

 

Current wording 

Persons engaged full-time in a rural-based activity, who can show a genuine need to live close to 
their workplace and have been engaged in this employment for over five years 

Revised wording 

Persons actively engaged in a rural based activity or those committed to engaging in a rural based 
activities. This would include those defined as active farmers or providers of environmental services.  

 

  

There should be no mention of “Full Time” within table 3.2 as this is a highly discriminator term for 
the overwhelming majority of Rural Communities in Co Roscommon.  

 

 

Regards 

Brendan O’Duill 
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