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Submission to Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021 – 2027 

Cllr. Orla Leyden, Castlecoote, Co. Roscommon.  

 

 There needs to be a balance in the core strategy between urban and rural populations to 

ensure that vibrant communities are maintained in rural areas and that integrated family 

communities continue to be supported. The Draft Roscommon CDP is not balanced in this 

regard and is not consistent with the RSES. The population allocation for Monksland and 

Roscommon Town need to be rebalanced to reflect the RSES and to allow for other towns, 

villages and rural areas to be sustained and grow.  The Draft RCDP is planning for 

depopulation in rural areas, with the risk of more people dying out than being replaced 

through planning. This is not sustainable for a County with a current population distribution 

between urban/ rural being 27 / 73 per cent, with more than 38,000 people living in the 

open countryside. In rural Ireland, families support each other through generationally 

integrated communities, with grandparents helping with their grandchildren (school 

collection, sharing of life experience, child care) and then in turn, older family members have 

the support of their family as they grow old while living independently in their homes (with 

family members living next door). In order to maintain and support existing rural 

communities sufficient rural planning needs to be permitted in the core strategy. There is a 

strong sense of place and identity in these communities that is of great value with rural 

dwellers living in traditional Irish settlement patterns showing stronger bonds to “Parish” 

and “Club” than village and town. The DRCDP does not provide sufficient planning in rural 

areas. The plan needs to be changed to provide sufficient rural planning to sustain rural 

communities.  All rural planning applications that fulfil the “economic or social attachment 

to an area” criteria should be permitted subject to the usual planning criteria. The DRCDP is 

far too limiting in the numbers of rural permissions that will be granted during the lifetime of 

the CDP.  People can live sustainably in rural Ireland providing for their own housing needs. 

Post Covid more people will continue to work remotely, geography is no longer a decider on 

job opportunities. There will be less reliance on commuting and people in rural areas can 

provide for their energy needs through solar energy and other sustainable energy means 

(running their homes and electric vehicles, in time). Rural living also permits greater access 

to space and own food production (fruit and veg. gardens etc.). Rural Communities are well 

set up with capacity in schools, clubs etc. and now with the role out of the National 

Broadband plan, rural dwellers will have faster broadband speeds than New Yorkers.  

 

 The Core Strategy needs to expand who will be granted planning permission in rural areas. 

The DRCDP Table 3.2 Rural Housing Need (Economic need) should be amended to include a 

person working in the rural area (for example a person working in Local school, shop, 

business, childcare facility, post office, pub, agriculture suppliers etc. etc. It should not only 

specify someone working in agriculture, horticulture … 

 

 Castlerea as a town should retain the same status as Boyle, Ballaghaderren, Strokestown and 

Elphin etc. There is no justification to placing Boyle in a higher tier than the other four 

towns.  

 

 All new Council housing projects should be mixed tenure housing.  

 



 The RCDP 2021 – 2027 needs to include a commitment to increase the provision of 

affordable housing including the development of serviced sites by RCC in towns and serviced 

villages.  

 

 SDGs Imbed principles of Sustainable Development Goals throughout the plan (not just 

referenced at start of CDP).  

 

 Forestry wording be specific on what type of forestry is being advocated. We need clear 

objectives promoting native tree forestry as opposed to Sitka spruce which has had a 

negative impact on rural communities in other areas and does not benefit rich biodiversity. 

Sustainable development in relation to forestry needs to be clarified and expanded upon in 

the CDP.  

 

 In relation to Agriculture the plan needs to recognise the traditional farming practices in 

Roscommon in area of beef and sheep farming that can continue to make an important 

economic contribution to local economy. There is a threat to this traditional farming practice 

that has protected local landscape and biodiversity. There is a threat to biodiversity with 

removal of hedgerows and introduction of mono culture grass by Dairy farmers. The plan 

should reference opportunity for development in organic farming in county, and 

development of horticulture and branding of county in terms of high quality beef and lamb.  

 We have a Strong Agriculture County -and opportunity to create additional on farm 

enterprises linked to farming, horticulture, organics, wool production and by products, farm 

house accommodation, permaculture, orchards, food hubs linked to farm produce. The CDP 

needs to reflect this.  

 

 In relation to reference to Just Transition in CDP it is important that the wording throughout 

reflects importance of “community engagement” as well as consultation with stakeholders, 

agencies etc. i.e. engagement with community, stakeholders, other agencies…  

 

 

 In relation to the Environment I would like to see reference to Climate Action and Low 

Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021; an expanded section on potential and 

opportunity of solar energy for households, community, business, agriculture, Local 

Authority and other entities.  

There should be a quantification in CDP on the carbon sequestration contribution of bogs in 

and grass land in County Roscommon and thus part of our contribution as a County to 

addressing Climate action. Renewable Energy: Individual householders should be 

incentivised to provide for their own renewable energy needs through for example non 

carbon emitting sustainable energy sources such as Solar Panels. Householders that make 

this investment should be exempt from the PSO levy (I realise this is a government decision) 

in addition to the current SEAI grants. The DRCDP includes Biomass as a form of renewable 

energy. The 2021 – 2027 DRCDP should be amended to exclude carbon emitting, 

land/resource intensive Bio energy.  As a Local Authority no new dwelling will be granted 

planning permission with chimneys, equally no form of “renewable energy” should be 

granted planning permission that emits Carbon. The DRCDP should be amended to favour 



sustainable energy, i.e. renewable energy that is sustainable energy.  RCC has identified 

Roscommon Town as the first decarbonized town. As we progress in addressing climate 

change we need to ensure that all policies positively address climate change and 

biodiversity. Our Renewable energy needs to be sustainable energy, a form of renewable 

energy that does not emit carbon. We need to sequester carbon through our bogs etc., not 

contribute further to climate change through carbon emitting “renewable energy”. Bio mass 

and Bioenergy requires large tracts of land/ resources that could otherwise be used for food 

production and carbon sequestration that would mitigate against climate change. There are 

sufficient clean sustainable renewable energy sources to discount carbon emitting forms of 

renewable energy such as Bio mass that has a negative environmental impact in terms of 

emission of greenhouse gasses. The CDP 2021-2027 should not include Bio mass and bio 

energy as a form of renewable energy. Also Roscommon County Council is supporting the 

proposed UNESCO Mid Shannon Biospheres and Environs and Bio mass and Bio energy is not 

compatible with this vision.  

 

 Wind Energy – Wind turbines should only be permitted at a distance of 10 times the height 

of the turbine from residences, schools etc. When considering the suitability of wind energy, 

the LA needs to consider more than wind speeds, it must also look at the landscape 

character, topography, geology of the location and proximity to SACs, SPAs, NHAs and 

possible impact on ground water sources, Turloughs, potential further flooding etc. The 

current Wind energy maps should be updated to reflected these points (reflect on 

landscape, topography, geology etc.). 

 

 I would like to see greater emphasis in the CDP to the development of Circular Economy in 

County Roscommon and reference to the opportunity to develop a Circular economy project 

in the County in disused buildings that could be repurposed in sustainable heritage sensitive 

way possibly in building and grounds of disused Roscommon Military Barracks/ Edenville 

House, Roscommon Town.  Development of Cultural Heritage assets including development 

of Edenville House/Black’s House/ Roscommon Military Barracks, Ardnanagh, Roscommon 

Town.  

 

 Support the creation of Sustainable energy communities throughout County Roscommon. 

 

 Mapping and execution of bee highways in County during lifetime of CDP to support 

biodiversity during Plan. 

 

 Cease Pesticide use (except for control of invasive species) in interests of Biodiversity, water 

quality etc.  

 

 

 Provision of benches, play areas for children which can be built into natural environment, 

eco play areas etc. and with increased planting and support for biodiversity. 

 

 Support the development of additional recreational activities for young people including 

Athletics Track, Skateboard park, open access basketball, tennis and other sports.  

 



 Update the Protected Structures list in the County to include proposals for inclusion in the 

Protected Structures list made as part of the DRCDP process. Also all existing and new 

protected structures listed should be gps / geo located as part of the process and the 

necessary consideration be given to proposals for the inclusion of new Special architectural 

areas.  

 

 Improvement to rail infrastructure by additional rail carriages and enlarged parking facilities 

at train stations in County (including at Roscommon Train Station).  

 

 Increase provision of public transport into and round our towns and villages serving rural 

areas.  

 

 Improve linkages between heritage assets in Roscommon Town i.e. Roscommon Castle and 

Roscommon Abbey. Provision of coach parking in Roscommon town – for town centre to 

benefit from heritage tourism and ecclesiastical tourism (Knock). Identification of location 

for Roscommon Town Centre coach parking and development of same.  

 

 Remove prioritisation of electric vehicles for on street parking as this parking needs to be 

available for example in towns like Roscommon for people popping into post office, shops, 

bank etc. in town centre. The availability of additional EV charging infrastructure in our 

County is to be encouraged and the provision of charging points in longer term off street car 

parks. Town centre parking should be short term to facilitate turn around.  The DRCDP also 

needs to be amended to quantify the number of additional EV charging points (fast, medium 

charging) that will be provided). We need to proactively facilitate electric vehicles in our 

county.  

  

 Put intention in CDP to Develop the following new plans:  Play Strategy and Irish language 

strategy as well as strategies already set in train to be developed including Integration 

Strategy etc. 
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