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1 Introduction 

WEI welcomes that the first stated strategic aim of the draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-

2027 is focussed on the necessary transition to a low carbon, climate resilient, environmentally sustainable, 

green and competitive county, including through the reduction in non-renewable resources and by promoting 

and facilitating renewable energy initiatives on a commercial and domestic scale. Roscommon County Council 

is to be congratulated for putting a strategic aim on climate change, which has been described by the United 

Nations as the defining issue of our time, as the first of 14 strategic aims the new County Plan aims to deliver 

on. 

Welcomes the fact that the Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 will include a 
dedicated Renewable Energy Strategy “to ensure that Roscommon delivers upon it commitment to 
tackle climate change, through facilitating appropriate renewable energy development proposals in 
the county” and identify “areas most suitable for strategic renewable energy developments, such as 
windfarms, in order ensure that development is steered to the most appropriate locations within the 
county”.  
 
The Climate Action Plan (2019) sets a target that 70% of electricity must come from renewables by 
2030. Roscommon County Council will continue to work towards achieving the above referenced 
national targets, through leading by example as an organisation and also promoting and facilitating 
more sustainable forms of renewable electricity generation throughout the county. 
 

 

1.1 WEI and Wind Energy in Ireland 

Wind Energy Ireland (WEI) is the representative body for the Irish wind industry, working to promote 

wind energy as an essential, economical and environmentally friendly part of the country’s low-

carbon energy future. We are Ireland’s largest renewable energy organisation with more than 170 

members who have come together to plan, build, operate and support the development of the 

country’s chief renewable energy resource. 

 

Ireland has just over 300 operational wind farms, which represents an investment of over €7 billion, 

regularly powering 65% of Ireland’s electricity needs. The wind energy industry also supports 5,000 

jobs and annually pays more than €45 million in commercial rates to local authorities. We are a 

country with enormous renewable energy resources and are world leaders at incorporating onshore 

wind into the national grid.  

 

Renewable energy provided 43 per cent of Ireland’s electricity in 2020, with over 38 per cent of this 

coming from wind energy. This is the highest share of electricity being provided by onshore wind in 

Europe, and this is expected to rise as we decarbonise our electricity system. In 2018 wind energy 

avoided 3.1 million tonnes of CO2 and cut €432 million off our fuel import bill demonstrating the 

huge contribution that onshore wind is making to climate action. 

 

Ireland has built over 2,500 wind turbines, mostly since 2003, with a combined capacity of 

approximately 4,300 MW. Even though these wind farms are supplying Ireland with the highest share 
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of onshore wind in any EU electricity system, the resource in Ireland is so large that Ireland’s turbine 

density is relatively low by other EU standards. 

 

Five other EU countries have a higher number of turbines per square kilometre than Ireland, as shown 

in Figure 2, suggesting there is still potential for further growth. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Installed capacity of onshore wind in Ireland since 1992 

 

 
Figure 2: Turbine density in various European Countries 

 

Onshore wind needs to continue growing in Ireland to meet future renewable energy targets with 

Ireland’s Climate Action Plan proposing an increase from ~4200 MW at the end of 2020 to ~8200MW 

by 2030. That is why it is critical that the Roscommon County Development Plan provides every 

opportunity to get as many of the projects currently in development through the planning and 

approvals system to enable them to contribute to hitting our 2030 targets. 

file:///C:/Users/jimh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YJNE02RG/WEI%20Draft%20Submission%20to%20Kilkenny%20CDP%202021-2027%20CCF_SOM.docx%23_bookmark3
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1.2 Wind Energy Is Popular 

The most recent opinion poll carried out for WEI by Interactions found that 79 per cent of Irish people 

were strongly in favour of, or tended to favour, wind energy (see Figure 3). It is important to reiterate 

that these figures have been replicated over the years and with different polling companies. An Ipsos 

MRBI poll from February 2016 found support for wind energy at 70 per cent and polls from the same 

company in 2014 and 2013 found that opposition to wind energy only once, in 2014, reached double 

figures at 12 per cent. A 2016 opinion poll carried out by Research Now for the ESRI put support for 

wind energy at 78 per cent positive versus 10 per cent negative making it more popular than gas, 

coal and biomass1 (see Figure 4). The Irish people support clean, renewable, indigenous energy.  

 

 

 
Figure 3: Results from opinion poll carried out by ‘interactions’ on the attitude of Irish people towards wind energy2. 

 
1 ESRI Working Paper 545. October 2016. 
2 https://iwea.com/latest-news/2948-new-poll-confirms-overwhelming-majority-back-wind-energy  

https://iwea.com/latest-news/2948-new-poll-confirms-overwhelming-majority-back-wind-energy
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Figure 4: Irish Residents Views of Energy-Related Technologies (Bertsch et al., ESRI, Journal of Energy Policy 20173) 

WEI believes it is important to consider the views of those living near wind farms, but also of wider 

Irish society when identifying a proactive plan led policies to facilitate onshore wind energy in Co. 

Roscommon. 

 

 

2 WEI Review of Roscommon’s Draft Plan  

The following paragraphs contain WEI’s observations on Roscommon’s Draft County Development 

Plan 2021 – 2027. It has been broken into subsections for ease of reading. 

 

2.1 CAEE 8.5 

Policies CAEE 8.3 to 8.13 are very much welcomed, but the draft Plan provides little detail on how 

these policies will be implemented or delivered. As the representative industry body for wind energy 

in Ireland, WEI’s interest is obviously focussed on wind energy, which has  

 

CAEE 8.5 

“Facilitate wind energy developments in areas designated in the Renewable Energy Strategy as “Most 

Favoured” primarily, subject to normal planning criteria and having regard to the Wind Energy 

Guidelines (DECLG, 2006) and any update to the Guidelines that may issue during the lifetime of this 

Plan.” 

 

 
3 http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2017.04.008  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2017.04.008
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2.2 Section 3 of the Renewable Energy Strategy 

Section 3 of the Renewable Energy Strategy that accompanies the draft Roscommon County 

Development Plan 2021-2027 refers to 112MW of wind energy (confirmed by Section 4.6) being 

generated in County Roscommon, and goes on to states “the currently connected renewable 

generation is well above the average county demand”. This particular statement does not recognise 

that over the course of an average year, wind farms only generate approximately 30-40% of their 

installed capacity, so while 112MW of generating capacity might be installed in County Roscommon 

at present, over the course of a year this generating capacity meetings the equivalent of a continuous 

33MW – 44MW demand.  

 

County Roscommon’s electricity demand is also like to increase in years to come, through the 

electrification of the road transport fleet and the electrification of space heating in buildings as 

replacements for solid and liquid fossil fuels. The Government’s Climate Action Plan has set a target 

of having 950,000 electric vehicles on the road, and 400,000 electricity-driven heat pumps installed 

in buildings by 2030, which will increase electricity demand in County Roscommon. 

 

2.3 Section 6.5 of Renewable Energy Strategy 

WEI welcomes the fact that Section 6.5 of the Renewable Energy Strategy recognises that “wind 

energy development currently offers the one of the most viable vehicles for renewable energy 

production in the county.” 

 

Roscommon County Council is also to be commended for using the SEAI LARES web tool to undertake 

the sieve analysis that identified constraints and resources, to arrive with the areas classified as most 

favoured, less favoured and not favoured for wind energy development. 

 

2.4 RES AIM 3 

The strategic aim outlined in RES AIM 3 is welcomed, in that it clearly states that “wind energy 

developments will be permitted in areas designated as “Most Favoured” primarily, subject to normal 

planning practices.” However, nowhere in the draft Plan or Renewable Energy Strategy are the “Less 

Favoured” areas mentioned. While the plan is clearly directing and guiding wind farm developments 

towards what the RES considered to be the most appropriate, “Most Favoured” locations in the 

county, it is strongly suggested that the potential of those areas classified as “Less Favoured” should 

also be recognised in the Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 or its accompanying 

Renewable Energy Strategy.  

 

A further strategic aim should be added to Section 2.5 of the RES to support wind energy 

developments in “Less Favoured” areas, which considered on their own merits, are deemed to 

comply with normal planning practices, the relevant Wind Energy Guidelines of the day. Any potential 

site within the “Less Favoured” areas should be considered to be at least open to consideration for 

wind energy development, while subject to the full rigours of the environmental impact assessment 
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process to demonstrate that it can comply with the other aims and objectives of the plan. A suggested 

wording for a strategic aim to support appropriate developments in such areas is provided below: 

 
“To evaluate wind energy developments in “Less Favoured” areas on the individual merits 
of the site and project, and support such proposals where it can be demonstrated that the 
project is in line with national policy, wind energy guidelines and other policies of this 
strategy.” 

 

2.5 Regional Approach 

WEI has been advocating for a regional-approach to the spatial planning of wind farm developments for 

some time, to compliment the Local Authority-level approach that has been the case to-date. Regional 

Policy Objective (RPO 98 and RPO 99) of the RSES is also supportive of this approach.  

The benefits of a Regional approach to Wind Energy designation are as follows;  

• It fits within and neatly compliments the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) now 

prepared for the three regions. (As the three RSES policy documents have now been formally 

adopted, spatial plans for renewable energy projects can be progressed as supplementary work 

streams by the Regional Assemblies and compliment the RSES). 

 

• A single, consistent methodology can be used across an entire region and across all three regions in 

the country, including across county and local authority boundary areas where approaches to-date 

have been inconsistent in many cases. 

 

• A regional approach would ensure that the optimum locations for wind energy development are 

identified, and every county’s potential is assessed in a regional and national context, in direct 

comparison with the rest of the region. 

 

• It would ensure that national targets, objectives and requirements for the delivery of wind energy, 

directly translate into the identification of suitable areas and corridors, and a sufficient quantum of 

land is identified and deemed appropriate to ensure national targets, objectives and requirements 

can be delivered. 

 
 

• Landscape sensitivity, value and capacity can be assessed on a broader, regional scale, rather than 

just within the sometimes-limited confines of an individual county. This would provide consistent, 

evidence-based landscape policies across local authority areas, and ensure the appropriate landscape 

policies are implemented irrespective of the county boundaries. This would ensure that wind and 

other electricity infrastructure projects that span or are visible across county boundaries, can be 

assessed in a consistent landscape policy context. 

 

• Landscape sensitivity and capacity assessments could be undertaken for wind energy and other 

electricity infrastructure on a regional basis, without needing the National Landscape Strategy to be 

completed. While the National Landscape Strategy will have to provide for all forms of development 
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and types of land uses, the assessment of landscape sensitivity and capacity specifically for wind 

energy and electricity infrastructure is a much more defined work stream, that could be progressed in 

advance. Existing Local Authority landscape policies can be used to align landscape values across a 

region, to ensure existing local policy is fully considered when moving to a regional approach for the 

assessment of landscape sensitivity and capacity for wind energy and other electricity infrastructure. 

 

WEI thereby encourage Roscommon County Council to proactively consult with the Regional 
Assembly to encourage the development of a Regional Renewable Energy Strategy for the 
southern region. 
 
 
 
 ENDS 
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