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Submission from Roscommon Environmental Network 
 

 

 
 

To Roscommon County Council 

 

2nd June 2021 

 

Regarding the Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 

 

 

 

A. Introduction. 

 

The REN welcomes this opportunity to comment on this draft County Development Plan. 

There is much to be welcomed in it and we hope that its delivery is done with the same level 

of diligence shown in creating the plan.   

 

In response the call for strategic inputs at the pre-draft stage in July 2020, the REN urged the 

Council to integrate the UN SDGs into the CDP. We are heartened to note that the SDGs are 

cited in para 1.2 as being incorporated already into many of the documents that the CDP 

must have regard to. We think it would be fair to say that this is largely true of the National 

Planning Framework, and that as a result the SDGs are recognised as being of fundamental 

importance in creating a truly sustainable CDP.  

 

The National Development Plan by contrast fails to deliver the SDGs and with its focus 

largely on economic growth fails to see the imbalances between society, environment and 

economy that it is exacerbating.  

 

We propose that the CDP, using the SDGs as basic building bricks should strive to keep 

development ensconced in the safe place for humanity (illustrated below in pale green) that 

is visualised in the doughnut economics model.   

 

We also urge that each section of the plan should show which of the SDGs it is seeking to 

implement through its proposed actions/objectives. 
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It is made clear in this, now widely accepted, economic model that we have as a species 

already far exceeded the limits of the planet to absorb our emissions, whilst at the same 

time we are failing to deliver the requirements for people to live full lives as they might 

reasonably expect to be able to. This is a global picture, but Ireland, whilst contributing 

disproportionally to the emissions is still failing in many areas to objectively deliver a 

reasonable standard of wellbeing to its peoples as can be seen in the chart below from the 

OECD. 
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For the CDP to deliver sustainable development in the County it must address the concerns 

that these images throw up, and it must do this in a manner that is clearly documented 

through the narrative of the plan.  

 

Looking to the manner in which the SDGs can provide the strategic foundation for the CDP,it 

is important to see how they are all interlinked and the way in which it is necessary to 

deliver on all of them for the objectives of  “Transforming Our World:  the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development” 1 to be delivered on.  

 

At the same time, looking at the doughnut model it is clear that our emission excesses 

deliver a huge threat to any hopes we have on delivering on the two very important 

underlying and cross-cutting SDG objectives of: 

 

• Intergenerational equity  

• Leaving No-one behind 

  

To this end the CDP must tackle the foundations that create that safe space for the people 

of Roscommon. As illustrated here,  

 

 

                                                           
1 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 
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 These foundations are to be found in SDGs: 

 

     
 

 

The Wellbeing statement developed by the Boyle Municipal District PPN should also be used 

as a reference point in further developing the CDP as it makes recommendations under the 

6 domains illustrated below. 
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B. General Comments on the CDP 

 

As previously noted, the plan attempts to deliver on the SDGs, but taking the four 

foundational goals, together with the need to move rapidly away from the use of fossil fuels, 

how well does the draft CDP deliver.  

 

Climate adaptation and mitigation are certainly woven into the plan, but are they really 

being tackled? Looking after life on land and life under water by contrast is restricted to a 

subset of a subset of the plan, and these two SDGs are not integrated through out the plan. 

Both of these serious areas of concern, Climate breakdown and Biodiversity collapse were 

clearly prioritised by the Council in declaring a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency shortly 

after the current Council took office.  

 

When questioned about this disparity, during a consultation meeting, we were told that 

Climate legislation requires action across the board, but that there is no such legislation 

regarding Biodiversity, and as a consequence the plan does not integrate biodiversity 

concerns in the same way across the plan. This is a very short-sighted and narrow 

perspective, and one that needs to be corrected in the final plan. National and regional 

guidelines may say what you must do, but the mass extinction of species requires 

comprehensive action too.   

 

Given the reality  of 'shifting baseline' syndrome, the document should address the 

preservation, enhancement and regeneration of the many areas in the County that have 

seen Social, environmental and economic decline over the last number of decades 

Otherwise these areas which have already lost so much of their 'character' value are 

'preserved' in an already deteriorated condition. 
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C. Specific Comments on the Plan 

 

In general the strategic aims, if delivered on, would certainly deliver a more sustainable 

County Roscommon County, though as usual, the devil will be in the detail.  

 

Section 1.7 Implementing and Monitoring 

 

It will be essential to involve stakeholders across the County in the monitoring and review of 

the CDP. This could be done through representative bodies such as the PPN community 

Coops etc. This would add a subjective lived-experience dimension to the objective data 

provided by the various sources listed 

The development of a public online dashboard that indicates progress on each of the 

objectives and allows for comment would also improve buy-in. 

 

At the time of review, The PPNs will have had opportunity to complete their “Visions for the 

Wellbeing of the Community for This and Future Generations”. This Visioning process and its 

outcomes would provide a good yardstick for measuringthe CDP against. 

 

Section 2.3 Strategic Aims 

Action: Development in the County should always be transport led. That is, first the public 

transport and then the development.  

 

Action: Proper sewage treatment must be put in place prior to developments whether 

commercial or housing. 

 

Action: Similarly, childcare and other social supports must be provided as part of any 

development in its first phase. 

 

Action: P.19. In line with the need to deliver on SDGs 6, 13, 14 and 15, an additional bullet 

should be added to the 7 listed at the opening of this section. viz 

 

> To ensure the long-term protection of our natural heritage within the County as the basis 

for a sustainable future for all the people of Roscommon. 

 

Action: P.21. We welcome the provision of serviced sites within the smaller urban centres, 

but note that this should be with the objective of providing affordable housing with the 

exclusion of "cuckoo funds" and the provision of substantial affordable, social, and cost-

rental housing. 

 

Action: p.25 CS 2.5. the target of 30% needs to be raised if CS 2.2 is to be reached.  

 

Action: P.37 PPH 3.4 should include a requirement for all new housing to have a BER of at 

least B2 but with A1 as the target. 

 

Action: Ps.41-45 Development for housing or indeed micro industries in Rural Areas must be 

public transport led if they are to deliver the strategic goals of the CDP. Transport first 

housing next must be the mantra. 
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P 56.  4.7 Are the vacant site levies being collected? 

 

P 64 RD 5.3 This should also make the point that the existing farm buildings are uniquely 

suitable for Solar and that Family Farms can maintain their viability through the revenue 

collected by selling to the grid. 

 

5.4 & 5.5 

Diversification options and country markets are not enough to counter the industry led 

export focused agricultural trap that many farmers and producers find themselves in. 

Action: Roscommon county council need to take a step forward and a provide innovative 

supports and infrastructure for farmers and producers to collaborate in ways that can get 

over many of the hurdles presented with ‘diversification’: overwhelming food safety checks, 

insurance obligations, unsustainable workload, selling into a loss leading market all need to 

be accounted for. 

Action: We submit that the CDP include a section (5.5a) on supporting local 

farmer/producer-led and consumer led local co-operatives, collectives, community 

supported model farms, food hubs, and other initiatives that will enable the realistic and 

achievable regeneration of a thriving local food production economy which can enable 

farmers/producers to easily and sustainably ‘diversify’ without the financial and 

bureaucratic overheads. 

Action: We submit also that there be a stronger focus on agro-ecological farming methods, 

in particular regenerative agriculture.  

 

5.6 Forestry 

Action: We suggest that this section and the later section be re-named Tree-Cover. This 

allows for including proposals on Agro-forestry, Neighbourhood woodlands and hedgerows, 

many of which are in fact remnants of ancient woodlands. 

The typical short rotation industrial monocultures mainly focussed on Sitka Spruce and using 

the very poor practice of clear-felling have dubious claims for carbon storage, whilst at the 

same time causing serious environmental damage. Being mono-crops they require the use 

of pesticides. Planting on unsuitable land also means the application of phosphate fertiliser, 

much of which runs off into surface and ground waters. Following clear-felling further 

problems of soil loss ensue. This process is also very disruptive of the biodiversity of the 

locations. 

Action: Continuous Cover Forest practices are now adopted in all advanced forest nations 

and combined with native tree planting on a much bigger scale would do much to support 

RD 5.6 
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RD 5.7 

Action: We submit that the CDP detail more about how it will ‘encourage’ private forestry 

developers to provide access… etc. and  

5.8 

How it will encourage more mixed plantings 

Action: We submit that there be an additional RD (5.9) providing significant supports for the 

planting and management of community owned and publicly accessible biodiverse 

woodlands near to settlement centres. Also, in order to avoid the disastrous outcomes that 

have ensued from the importation of diseased nursery stock, all tree purchases made by the 

Council should come from Irish-grown certified disease free stock only. 

 

ED 6.15-17 (there are 2x 6.17 at present) 

 

Action: The recycling of C&D waste as part of the Circular Economy and as an alternative to 

aggregate mining should be encouraged both for a range of environmental and energy 

considerations as well as as a source of employment. 

 

Action: Energy production is not discussed here, but every enterprise needs energy to a 

greater or lesser extent, and the opportunities for increased viability for enterprises that can 

be for example based where large buildings offer opportunities for solar arrays or on farms 

where Anaerobic Digestion, solar or wind might play a part. 

 

7.2 Land use planning and transportation 

 

The close integration of transport and land-use planning as envisaged in the draft CDP is 

very welcome. So much of our historical development has left behind it a trail of social 

isolation and car-dependency.  

Action: As indicated above, we propose that land use planning should follow public 

transport planning. 

 

The focus on the use of Brown-field sites and re-use of existing vacant and derelict 

properties is also very welcome. 

 

7.3 Public Transport 

 

Action: We propose that the station at Knockcroghery be re-opened for a commuter service 

from Roscommon to Athlone to reduce car journeys from the growing rural-urban 

population of Leecarrow and Knockgroghery. Alternatively a proportion of intercity trains 

could stop there.  
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Action: The Sligo-Dublin Line is single track for most of the journey from Mullingar to Sligo. 

This is a serious impediment to speeding up journey times and making the service more 

competitive with the car. The plan should include a proposal for the four County Councils to 

push for a twin track line all the way to Sligo 

 

7.4 Road transportation and Movement 

 

Action: Roads provide great opportunities for the creation of Biodiversity infrastructure and 

can incorporate linear woodlands, ponds, wetlands and high nature value linear meadows. 

Given sufficient notice, Irish nurseries can provide native plants grown in Ireland thus 

creating employment as well as serving the environment. 

 

Action: Segregated cycle lanes wherever physically possible must be an integral part of all 

road developments and enhancements of existing roads. 

 

7.5 Electric Vehicles 

 

Action: One in 5 civic parking places should host a high speed charging point. The new SEAI 

Grants for local authorities of €5,000 per point should speed this up.  

 

Action: All residential and commercial developments should also have a one in 5 provision 

of charging points in parking bays. 

 

7.7 Water Services 

 

Action: ITC 7.33 the Council should increase rainwater collection by providing rainwater 

harvesting equipment either for free or at cost to householders throughout the county to 

reduce demand for gardens especially during the summer months. 

 

Action: Waste Water.  Double the number of septic tank inspections to ensure that 

householders pay due attention to the serious harm being done by malfunctioning 

treatment of sewage. 

   

7.9 Flood Risk 

 

Action: ITC 7.48 and 7.51The most effective way of reducing flood risk is by slowing down 

the movement of water.  The use of Natural Flood Management techniques is hinted at 

here. However a more expansive review of this approach of “flattening the curve” could 

lead to significant savings in hard infrastructure. This point is enlarged upon in appendix to 

this submission. 

 

 

8.0 Climate Action, Energy and Environment 

 

The integration of climate action, adaptation and mitigation as outlined in appendix 5 of the 

CDP is very welcome. 
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Action: Whilst a 5 year Climate Adaptation Strategy has been completed there is still no 

Mitigation strategy. This needs to be addressed with urgency. 

 

Forestry  

CAEE 8.28 Please see commentary in 5.6 above. 

Action: In addition, no plantations should be allowed on peaty soils, as the net effect is 

carbon release rather than carbon storage 

 

10 Natural Heritage 

 

10.1 Biodiversity 

 

Action: Unfortunately as previously stated it is sad biodiversity does not receive the same 

serious treatment as Climate Change in the CDP. An equivalent to Appendix 5 should be 

provided showing the links between all the relevant actions across the plan and biodiversity. 

 

Action: The County Council badly needs an experienced and well qualified ecologist 

Biodiversity Officer and should employ one. This person would divide their time between 

advanced and current planning, and raising awareness across the council staff and the wider 

community. Funding to support this post is now available from the Dept of Local 

Government. The Biodiversity Officer would provide the in-house expertise to ensure 

proper management of Natura 2000 sites as well as the protection of designated species 

under the Birds and Habitats Directives. 

 

Action: NH 10.7 Whilst offering some level of protection to Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), 

there is no indication as to what level of protection will be offered to proposed NHAs. This 

should be clarified. 

 

 

10.13, Landscape Character 

The policy objectives are (10.20) to minimise the visual impact of developments on the 

Landscape Character Areas, and (10.21) to protect important views and prospects in the 

rural landscape. The latter point refers apparently (but not explicitly) to eight scenic routes 

and 25 scenic view points in the county, which are mapped (but not named or described) in 

Appendix 1 of the Landscape Character Assessment. It is stated (LCA page 7) that these 

routes and views were identified by Council officials when the LCA was prepared for the 

current CDP 2014-2021, and that Council officials undertook an updated  appraisal of scenic 

routes and scenic views for the draft CDP 2021-27.  

We submit that:  

Action: 1. The draft CDP should provide more narrative description of the location and 

character of the scenic routes and views selected, including map grid references, the 

length of routes, the extent of the views and what they encompass.  
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Action: 2. The draft CDP should state whether any changes are proposed to the scenic 

routes and views compared with the previous CDP. It is not reasonable to expect the 

public to figure this out for themselves solely from the maps.  

Action: 3. There should be provision for public consultation in the identification, 

assessment and designation of scenic routes and views. This should include guidance for 

the public on the Council's criteria for selecting scenic routes and views. It is not 

acceptable that this matter should be left entirely to the discretion of officials of the 

Planning Department with no stated criteria published. 

10.15 Green Infrastructure Strategy 

 

This is a very welcome initiative. 

 

Action: NH 10.23  Every rural road has a strip of verge of varying widths whose management 

varies, by members of the public at least, from strimming, mowing or spraying. I on short 

piece of roadside in the county the following was seen. 1. Heavily sprayed brown desiccated 

plant material, and 2. A species rich linear meadow with many orchids and a great profusion 

of insect and other life.   

The council should do everything it can to discourage this kind of destructive behaviour. It 

seem that there is a drive to turn rural roads into biodiversity wastelands, mimicking the 

most controlled urban settings.  
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Appendix:    Natural Flood Management 
 

Natural flood management is an approach to managing flooding which works with natural 

hydrological processes throughout the catchment to store flood water temporarily during 

flood events. Natural flood management involves managing the pathways of water and 

enhancing the capacity of features throughout a catchment to store floodwater. Natural 

flood management measures include 

• peatland restoration for flood attenuation; 

• woodland creation to impede the flow of water and increase infiltration; 

• managing wetlands to store flood water; 

• reinstatement or creation of water storage features in floodplains; 

• re-connecting rivers with their floodplain; 

• creation of new features to temporarily store water; 

• opening up land to flooding; 

• Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) 

• Managed coastal realignment 

 

Natural flood management has gained recognition as a viable and cost effective approach to 

flood risk management. It is particularly popular because there are additional benefits to 

biodiversity, climate change mitigation, and water quality, and as such it is seen as a holistic 

environmental management approach that increases the resilience of landscapes and 

society to the multiple challenges of climate change. However it is an approach that is sadly 

virtually unknown in Ireland and consequently has not been trialled, piloted or widely 

discussed in any relevant spheres here, despite the growing problem of widespread flood 

damage in recent years. 

 

‘Natural flood management’ (NFM) is when a whole catchment approach is taken to 

managing flood waters, through managing soil, wetlands, woodlands and floodplains to 

retain water in the higher reaches of a catchment at times of flood risk. There are projects 

across Europe and further afield that have restored peat bogs, planted riparian woodlands, 

restored and created new wetlands, re-profiled rivers and their floodplains to hold back 

floodwaters. Coastal ecosystems such as mudflats, sand dunes, salt-marshes and barrier 

beaches provide natural shoreline protection from storms and flooding. 

 

In most of the case studies where natural flood management has been successful citizen 

involvement has been key to the success, some of the most successful projects have been 

led from the ground up. 

 

 

 

Communications regarding this Submission should be directed to: 

 

Michael Ewing 

Chair of Roscommon Environmental Network 

 Co Roscommon. .  

Tel:  email:   
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