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Dear Sir/Madam 

On behalf of Mote Park Conservation Group who represent the residents and recreational users of 
Mote Park, we wish to make the following submission to the draft County Development Plan: 

Mote Park is an important Forest Recreation Area set within a historic demesne landscape setting 
adjacent to Roscommon town. It provides recreational facilities along over 30 km of trails including 
Mote Park Heritage Walkway, St. Coman’s Trail, Bluebell and Crofton Trails and the Derrydonnell 
Trail.  The area also contains an Interactive Heritage Trail with QR codes. Many architectural 
remnants of the former Crofton estate are still in existence and add immeasurably to the heritage 
and landscape of Roscommon Town and Hinterland LCA.  In 2021 Roscommon County Council were 
successful in their application for funding under the ORIS scheme to develop a vertical walking tower 
and associated facilities within the forest at Mote Park. This development will link with the Beara 
Breifne Way and other tourism and recreational projects in the region promoted by the Ireland’s 
Hidden Heartlands brand.  

We wish to make the following submission: 

5.6 Forestry Rural Development Policy Objectives: 

Forested areas near towns and villages are of immense importance from a recreational and tourism 
perspective. Where forested areas are used for recreation purposes, such sites must be managed 
according to the principles of sustainable forest management to ensure the long term sustainability 
of the social, environmental and economic values of the forest recreation area.  

 



Chapter 6 Economic Development: 

Table 6.1 

The table 6.1 Walking and cycling routes in Roscommon erroneously states that there are 1.5km of 
walking trails in Mote Park. This figure should read 20km.  

4. Landscape Assessment Study 

Roscommon LCA Area 32: Roscommon Town and Hinterland 

The Key Characteristics paragraph only makes a cursory mention of Mote Park as follows: “There is 
also an important amenity area to the south of the town at Mote Park, providing walking routes in a 
woodland setting” 

Mote Park forest consisting of 240ha to the south of Roscommon Town is an old woodland site and a 
regionally important and popular forest amenity which provides walking and cycling routes in a 
woodland setting. Mote Park is also important from a heritage perspective due to it’s historic 
demesne landscape. Recreational linkages should be further developed between Roscommon town 
and Mote Park as a priority. 

As the county town and a designated Key Town in The National Strategy, Roscommon town will be a 
focus for growth. Mote Park will become even more important to the residents of Roscommon town  
as a recreational area as the town develops and increases in population. 

 

Renewable Energy Strategy 

Aim 5 states that RCC should ensure that renewable energy developments do not undermine the 
preservation and conservation of the natural and built environment and that an appropriate  
balance is achieved between development and preservation of the natural environment. 

RCC also state that “having regard to the scope of alternative lands available and the importance of 
ensuring that developments do not undermine or adversely impact upon the integration of 
designated Natura 2000 sites, Roscommon County Council will not facilitate wind energy 
development on such designated sites or their surrounding buffer zones.  

Wind energy is the renewable energy type which has the most significant and detrimental impact on 
wildlife landscape, heritage and communities.   

Landscape Character Assessment 

2.3.1 Influences- Valued Lanscapes: 

This chapter refers to some of the county’s most highly valued landscapes including Roscommon Town 
and Skrine Hill.  

However the area including Skrine Hill, Moydow and Kilcash including the panoramic vista at protected 
Scenic View 19 is included by RCC in an area most favoured for wind development.  

We submit that this area should be removed from the classification of most favoured sites for wind 
development for the following reasons: 

 This area is within the buffer zone of several Natura 2000 sites  



 The area contains protected Scenic View 19 with panoramic views over Lough Ree and the 
surrounding countryside.  

 The landscape in this area is of immense historical and heritage value due to it’s connections 
with the O’Kelly clan and their tribal territory of Ui Maine. 

 To protect the unique karst limestone geology of the area. 
 The area is highly visible in the surrounding countryside and development of wind energy in 

the area would have a negative impact on tourism projects, both existing and planned in the 
area. 
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