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02 July 2021 
 
Planning Department,  
Roscommon County Council,  
Áras an Chontae,  
Roscommon,  
F42 VR98 

 
Re: Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 

 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I refer to the above. The Department of Education wishes to make the following submission 
in relation to the proposed Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027. 
 
The Department of Education wishes to acknowledge the Draft Plan and notes section 11.4 
Education, Chapter 11 (Social, Community and Cultural Development), which relates to 
education provision throughout the county. The Department welcomes objective SCCD 
11.5 where in collaboration with the Department of Education, the Council will seek to 
ensure that adequate serviceable land is available in appropriate locations to meet current 
and envisaged future educational requirements beyond the Plan period. The Department 
also notes and welcomes Objective SCCD 11.6 which aims to facilitate the location of new 
educational facilities along sustainable transport corridors. 
 
In considering the implications of the Draft Plan for school accommodation requirements, 
the Department is cognisant of potentially differing scenarios where variances in factors 
such as household sizes, demographic profiles and housing delivery rates could 
significantly alter the future school accommodation requirements. In addition, given 
planning and construction timeframes, the Department assessed potential school 
accommodation requirements beyond the lifetime of the Plan in order to identify if 
additional sites were required. In this regard, the Department has considered the Draft Plan 
in the context of projected population growth in the County to 2031 as referenced in table 
2.1. 
 

Account was also taken of underlying demographic trends, known information concerning 
projected growth (including the information provided at Table 2.2), known information 
concerning existing school capacity and approved capital projects for individual schools.  
Based on all factors, a view has been formed concerning how future requirements can best 
be met at each settlement and commentary is provided in this regard. In the context of 
table 11.1, it is also worth noting that in its assessment of population trends, the 
Department uses a number of parameters to determine future needs. Requirements at 
primary level are currently assessed on 11.5% of population and 25 students per 
classroom. Post-primary requirements are assessed 7.5% of population numbers.  

 
Based on its analysis, this Department anticipates that some requirements for additional 
ducational accommodation may emerge over the lifetime of the Plan, should the projected 
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population increases materialize. Given the NPF objectives around compact growth, the 
facility to expand existing schools and/or to otherwise maximise the use of existing school 
sites will be critical for the community in Roscommon and for the Department in the future, 
in order to meet emerging requirements in Roscommon (and nationally). In that context, the 
inclusion of a specific objective in the Plan explicitly supporting the intensification of 
development on existing school sites would be welcomed. Furthermore, in order to 
strengthen the zoning provision on existing school sites it would be welcome if education is 
specifically referenced. 
 

In respect of the settlements identified in the Core Strategy Table 2.2, this Department has 
the following observations: 
 

Regional Growth Centre: 

 

 Athlone (Monksland/Bellanamullia):  

The population of Athlone West was 4,350 people in the 2016 Census. The draft plan 
projects that it will have increased by 1,763 people to a total of 6,113 by 2027. The 
Department notes that it is a strategic aim of the plan (table 1.1) to direct a significant 
proportion of the county’s assigned population growth to the Athlone West area of 
Athlone (in recognition of the NPF designation of Athlone as a Regional Growth 
Centre). It would  therefore seem reasonable to assume that a sizeable proportion of 
the extra 3,660 projected population growth to 2031 would l be assigned to Athlone 
West. This could see a further growth of 1,000+ people in that area.  

In the settlements of Monksland and Bellanamullia, there are two mainstream primary 
schools and no post-primary schools. 

 

Taking this into account, the Department has identified that there may be some 
requirement for school place provision at primary level should the proposed population 
increases materialise. The Department considers that for the most part this requirement 
may be served by the potential expansion of existing facilities. However, in order to 
cater for all possible future growth scenarios, the Department considers that it would be 
wise to zone a future primary school site in the Monksland/Bellanamullia area of 
Athlone.  

In the context of post-primary provision, there are four existing post-primary schools in 
Athlone. Capacity has been increased in recent times and there are further plans in that 
regard so there is no current requirement for additional capacity. The Department notes 
Objective CS 2.7 which states that the Council will prepare a statutory Joint Urban Area 
Plan for Athlone with Westmeath County Council, in collaboration with NWRA and 
EMRA. On preparation of this plan, the Department will assess the potential for future 
requirements of Athlone at post-primary level.  
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Key Towns: 

 

 Roscommon: 

The population of Roscommon was 5,900 people in the 2016 Census. The draft plan 
projects that it will have increased by 1,514 people to a total of 7,414 by 2027. The 
Department notes that it is a a strategic aim of the plan (table 1.1) to direct a significant 
proportion of the county’s assigned population growth to Roscommon town (as a 
designated Key Town in the RSES for the Northern and Western Region). It would  
therefore seem reasonable to assume that a sizeable proportion of the extra 3,660 
projected population growth to 2031 would  be assigned to Roscommon. This could see 
a further growth of  cc 880 people in that area.  

In the settlement of Roscommon, there are two mainstream primary schools and three 
post-primary schools. 

 

The Department has identified that there could be a requirement for extra school place 
provision at both primary and post-primary level should the proposed population 
increases materialize. This could be served by the potential expansion of existing 
facilities. 

The Department also notes Objective SCCD 11.7 which supports the potential 
development of an off campus third level facility in Roscommon town,in order to 
facilitate the delivery of third-level courses, possibly in collaboration with Athlone 
Institute of Technology (AIT). Since 2 August 2020 the responsibility for Further and 
Higher Education lies with the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science (DFHERIS).  DFHERIS would be the appropriate consultee to 
comment in regard to higher education. 

 

 Carrick-on-Shannon (Cortober) 

The population of Cortober was 640 people in the 2016 Census. The draft plan projects 
that it will have increased by 188 people to a total of 828 by 2027. This could also 
extend by another cc 100 people by  2031. 

There are no schools in Cortober Village.  Cortober is across the bridge from the town 
of Carrick-on-Shannon (Co. Leitrim) and it is served by the schools in Carrick-on-
Shannon.. However, the Department notes Objective CS 10 which states that the 
Council will  prepare a Joint Local Area Plan (LAP) for Carrick-on-Shannon, in 
conjunction with Leitrim County Council. On preparation of this plan, the Department 
will assess the  potential for  future requirements for Carrick-on-Shannon arising from 
development at Cortober. .   
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Self-sustaining Growth Towns: 

 Boyle 

Boyle is identified as a self-sustaining growth town with a projected population increase of 
541 which will see the population of the town exceed 3,000 by 2027.  

The town is served by three mainstream primary schools and one post-primary schools. 
The Department has identified that there could be a requirement for extra school place 
provision at both primary and post-primary level should the proposed population increases 
materialize. This may be served by the potential expansion of existing facilities 

 

Self-sustaining Towns: 

The Department notes that Ballaghaderreen, Castlerea, Elphin and Strokestown are 
identified as self-sustaining towns. The Department has identified that there could be a 
small requirement for extra school place provision at primary level in Ballaghaderreen, 
Elphin and Strokestown and at post-primary level in Elphin and Strokestown should the 
proposed population increases materialize. This may be served by the potential expansion 
of existing facilities 

 

Conclusion 

This Department has not identified any significant requirement for additional school place 
provision at any other settlement in Co Roscommon based on this draft plan. School 
accommodation requirements across the county will continue to be kept under review. In 
that regard, the Department welcomes the ongoing engagement with Roscommon County 
Council and will continue to work closely with the Council in relation to the provision of new 
schools and the development of existing schools. It also wishes to emphasize the critical 
importance of the ongoing work of the Council in ensuring sufficient and appropriate land is 
zoned for this purpose. The Department wishes to thank Roscommon County Council for 
the consideration given to the Department’s submission to the Issues Paper in July 2020.   

 
If you have any queries in respect of the above, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
_____________ 
Alan Hanlon 
Statutory Plans 
Forward Planning Section 
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Contact Details:  

 

Alan Hanlon 

c/o 

Department of Education 

Port Laoise Road 

Tullamore 

County Offaly 

R35 Y2N5 
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