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02/07/2021 

 
 
Ref: Submission on Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021 - 2027 
 
To whom this may concern, 
 
RWE are pleased to have the opportunity to have our consultation response submission 
considered in respect of the Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021 – 2027. 
 
RWE Renewables Ireland is operating and developing a number of renewable projects in Ireland, 
across a range of renewable energy technologies including onshore wind, offshore wind and 
battery storage. RWE is now one of the world’s leading producers of renewable energy and stands 
as the world’s second largest offshore wind developer and third largest provider of renewable 
electricity across Europe, with a wealth of experience. 
 
RWE have reviewed the various sections of the Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 
2021 - 2027 and associated documents and make this submission in accordance with section 
11(2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and focuses on Chapter 5: Rural 
Development and Natural Resources, Chapter 6 Economic Development, Chapter 8: Climate 
Action, Energy and Environment, as well as the Renewable Energy Strategy associated with the 
plan.  
 
If you have any questions regarding our response, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
We look forward to engaging in the next stages of this consultation process.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Riain O’Callaghan 
Graduate Renewables Developer 
 
*online submission bears no signature 
 
RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd 

 

 
Email: riain.o’callaghan@rwe.com     
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National Policy 
 
Roscommon County Council has identified the significant change in the National Policy 
Environment since the preparation of its previous County Development Plan. It has stated and 
recognised that sustainability is now at the core of spatial planning. The plan has highlighted 
Irelands commitment to the UN Sustainable Development goals, one of which is Climate Action 
as well as Roscommon’s commitment to the National Planning Framework and its National 
Strategic Outcomes, such as NSO No. 8 – Transition to a Low Carbon and Climate Resilient 
Society. 
 
The National Climate Action Plan (CAP) 2019 has set an ambitious 70% target for renewable 
energy production by 2030. To meet this target, the amount of electricity generated from 
renewables will have to double on current figures. Based on the CAP assumptions, onshore wind 
will provide the majority of the required electricity yield out to 2030. Taking account of this, 
Roscommon County Council and all Local Authorities should be cautious when considering the 
designation of areas for renewable energy development going forward, so as not to constrain any 
areas which may have renewable energy potential, particularly for wind generation. 
 
The CAP has specifically targeted a significant increase in onshore wind, doubling our current 
capacity to 8.2GW of total onshore wind by 2030. Onshore wind currently represents the cheapest 
form of electricity generation in Ireland and drives down the cost of electricity for consumers. As 
we enter a significant decade for onshore wind development in Ireland it is important that the 
Renewable Energy Strategy (RES) for Roscommon is ambitious and achievable in its targets. 
 
To generate 70% of the country’s electricity from renewable energy by 2030, the Government’s 
Climate Action Plan requires the installation of 4,000MW of new wind energy developments over 
the next decade. It took Ireland 20 years to install the first 4,000 MW of wind energy in Ireland. 
 
Wind Energy in Ireland 
 
Ireland’s 2020 energy target of 40% renewable electricity was a key driver in the development of 
wind power over the last decade. Having missed this target, the 2020s represent a critical decade 
for the development of onshore wind farms if we are to meet our national target of 70% of 
electricity generation from renewables by 2030. 
 
Ireland has over 250 operational wind farms, which represents an investment of over €7 billion, 
regularly powering 65% of Ireland’s electricity needs. The wind energy industry also supports 
4,400 jobs and annually pays more than €30 million in commercial rates to local authorities. We 
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are a country with enormous renewable energy resources and are world leaders at incorporating 
onshore wind into the national grid.  
 
In 2018 wind energy avoided 3.1 million tonnes of CO2 and cut €432 million off our fuel import 
bill1 demonstrating the huge contribution that onshore wind is making to climate action. Wind 
energy decarbonises our electricity supply, cuts our import bill and drives down wholesale 
electricity prices. To achieve this, Ireland has built over 250 onshore wind farms, mostly since 
2003, with a combined capacity of approximately 4,200 megawatts (MW) and over 2,500 wind 
turbines. 
 
Onshore wind needs to continue growing in Ireland to meet future renewable energy targets with 
Ireland’s Climate Action Plan proposing an increase from ~4200 MW at the end of 2020 to 
~8200MW by 2030. That is why it is critical that the new Roscommon County Development Plan 
and Renewable Energy Strategy provides every opportunity for the development of wind energy.  
 
Chapter 5 Rural Development and Natural Resources  
 
Chapter 5 of the Draft CDP highlights the importance of harnessing renewable energy projects 
including wind, hydro and solar. It states that  
 

‘The Council will support renewable energy projects in rural areas, subject to ensuring the 
protection of landscape sensitivities, residential amenity, views or prospects, public rights 
of way, wildlife, habitats, special areas of conservation, protected structures, bird 
migration paths etc’ 

 
Chapter 5 also highlights that Rural development and the appropriate management and use of 
the county’s natural resources are central to the future of County Roscommon. RWE would like 
to commend Roscommon County Council on the inclusion of section 5.4 Agricultural Activity and 
Diversification which makes reference to the potential need for diversification in this sector, citing 
renewable energy as a potential source of such. This promotes a diverse and more sustainable 
economy locally making Roscommon county less vulnerable to the ever changing economic 
climate. 
 
Chapter 6 Economic Development 

                                                           
1 https://www.seai.ie/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-2019-.pdf 

https://www.seai.ie/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-2019-.pdf
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Roscommon County Council cites Economic Development as a ‘strategic corporate goal’ for the 
county. It also states that the council ‘will work with relevant stakeholders to sustain and enhance 
the diversity of existing employment in the county, and to identify, encourage, facilitate and 
support new opportunities for indigenous employment and inward investment throughout the 
county.  
Creating a more diverse economy throughout the county can only serve to benefit Roscommon. 
Investment in the Renewable Energy sector will serve Roscommon favourably in that regard also. 
Wind energy generates economic benefits of two types, the initial capital investment, and the 
ongoing investment during the operational lifetime of the wind farm. On the initial capital 
investment, every megawatt (MW) of wind energy capacity installed gives rise of an investment 
of approximately €1.25 million. For example if Roscommon County were to deliver an extra 
150MW of wind energy (moving from 112MW to 262MW of Renewable Energy production as 
stated in the Draft) over the course of the plan, that would result in an investment of €187.5 million 
 
 
Chapter 8 Roscommon Climate Action Energy and Environment 
 
RWE Supports a number of the Climate Action, Energy and Environment Policy Objectives as 
outlined in Chapter 8 of the Draft County Development. In particular the following Objectives: 
 

- CAEE 8.2 Support the National Climate Change Strategy by actively seeking to implement 
the policy objectives throughout this Plan which contribute to positive climate actions, 
including those related to renewable energy, sustainable transport, air quality, flooding 
and the promotion of urban and rural green initiatives. 

- CAEE 8.3 Support developments and actions that assist in achieving the national targets 
for energy from renewable energy, from renewable resources and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with energy production. 
 

- CAEE 8.4 Encourage and facilitate the various forms of renewable energy development 
detailed in the Renewable Energy Strategy that accompanies this Plan (as well as any 
other new forms of renewable energy which may be developed during the lifetime of this 
Plan), subject to satisfying the principles of proper planning and sustainable development. 
 

- CAEE 8.5 Facilitate wind energy developments in areas designated in the Renewable 
Energy Strategy as “Most Favoured” primarily, subject to normal planning criteria and 
having regard to the Wind Energy Guidelines (DECLG, 2006) and any update to the 
Guidelines that may issue during the lifetime of this Plan. 
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- CAEE 8.7 Ensure that proposals for renewable energy developments are considered in 

the context of relevant EU and national legislation, including in respect of environmental 
protection. No renewable energy developments will be considered in designated Natura 
2000 sites or their surrounding buffer areas. 

 
- CAEE 8.8 Ensure that renewable energy developments do not undermine the 

preservation and conservation of the natural and built environment and that an appropriate 
balance is achieved between renewable energy development and preservation of the 
natural environment. 

 
- CAEE 8.10 Support the development of facilities within the county dedicated to the 

exploration and advancement of renewable energy technologies, recognising that such 
facilities could assist in expanding public awareness of the sustainable benefits of 
renewable energy, provide training, research and development facilities for renewable 
energy. 

 
- CAEE 8.12 Facilitate renewable energy proposals that bring about a direct socio-

economic benefit to the local community 
 
 
Roscommon Renewable Energy Strategy 
 
RWE commend Roscommon County Council on the preparation of a Renewable Energy Strategy 
and on providing a number of strategic aims in an effort to meet policy objectives outlined in 
Chapter 8 (Climate Action, Energy and the Environment). In particular the following Renewable 
Energy Strategy Strategic Aims: 
 

- RES Aim 1: Provide a framework for renewable energy development within the county 
through the adoption and implementation of this Strategy 

 
- RES Aim 2: Assist in achieving the national targets for energy from renewable energy, 

from renewable resources and reducing greenhouse gas emissions associated with 
energy production. 

 
- RES Aim 3: Encourage and facilitate the various forms of renewable energy development 

explored in this Strategy, provided they are in accordance with the principles of proper 



Page 6/8 

 
   

   

RWE Renewables Ireland Limited 
Unit 5, Desart House, Lower New Street Co. Kilkenny Ireland 
Registered Office: RWE Renewables Ireland Limited · Unit 5, Desart House, Lower New Street, Kilkenny, Ireland.  
Registered in Ireland no. 589120 
 
Directors: Cathal Hennessy, George Tottenham, Peter Lefroy, Ben Freeman (British), Martin Andre-Ferreira (British) 
 

planning and sustainable development. Wind energy developments will be permitted in 
areas designated as “Most Favoured” primarily, subject to normal planning practices. 
 

- RES Aim 10: Support the development of facilities within the county dedicated to the 
exploration and advancement of renewable energy technologies. Such facilities could 
assist in expanding public awareness of the sustainable benefits of renewable energy, 
provide training, research and development facilities for renewable energy 

 
Along with others, the above strategic aims should contribute positively in achieving national 
targets as outlined in the National Planning Framework – Project Ireland 2040 as well as the 
Climate Action Plan (CAP) 2019.  Roscommon County Council have highlighted both in the RES 
and Chapter 8 of the Draft Plan the importance of expanding public awareness of Renewable 
Energy projects and the sustainable benefits associated with these projects.  
 
RWE would like to encourage Roscommon County Council to highlight specific targets of 
Renewable Energy for the duration of the plan and beyond in an effort to meet national targets of 
70% electricity generation from renewable energy sources by 2030. Roscommon County Council 
has highlighted that at present the county produces 112MW of Renewable Energy with the 
potential to produce 262MW. Setting out specific minimum targets for each renewable energy 
source and stating if in fact Roscommon want to reach this 262MW target or even go beyond it, 
ought to be included in a new County Development Plan.  
 
Roscommon County Council make note of the negative perceptions associated with wind farm 
developments such as visual impact, noise, shadow flicker, impact on residential amenity, impact 
on natural heritage, land uptake and electromagnetic interference. That is why it is important that 
Roscommon County Council have highlighted the importance of expanding public awareness of 
Renewable Energy projects as highlighted in RES Aim 10 and in Chapter 8 Climate Action Energy 
and Environment – policy objective CAEE 8.10 also. (both above) 
 
Section 3.1 of the RES for Roscommon highlights the opportunities which Renewable Energy 
presents for the county. The RES will support key sectors including Residential, Agriculture, 
Industry and Commerce and Transport all of which currently have a high dependency on fossil 
fuels. Roscommon County Council acknowledge that: 
 

‘investment in the renewable energy sector will deliver employment through direct jobs in 
the generation of renewable electricity and heat, as well as indirect job creation in the 
servicing and support of the industry. Ultimately, this will benefit the wider county 
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economy, arising from the resultant investment of energy cost savings and salaries in the 
local economy’ 

 
This highlights not only the importance of Renewable Energy to the environment but to other 
sectors such as job creation, industry and the local economy as a whole. 
 
Roscommon Locations for Renewable Energy 
 
Firstly, Roscommon County Council recommends that prospective developers of Renewable 
Energy projects engage at an early stage of the pre planning process. RWE welcome such a point 
and are in favour of engaging with the Council at an early stage in an effort to reach the most 
effective solutions in delivering sustainable developments in the most suitable locations.  
 
Roscommon has highlighted the key elements which were considered and assessed in evaluating 
the most suitable locations for renewable energy developments. It has also provided detailed 
maps in identifying Designated Areas, Landscape Character Values among others all used to 
help identify areas most suited to Wind Energy development. The Council has also cited the use 
of the Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategy Tool (LARES) in assisting with the identification 
of such lands.  
 
RWE also commend Roscommon in identifying and acknowledging that: 
 

‘wind energy development currently offers the one of the most viable vehicles for 
renewable energy production in the county’ 
 

However, as mentioned previously RWE would like to see Roscommon County Council identify 
minimum targets in the Renewables sector in an effort to meet the requirements set out in National 
Policy. Within this, RWE would recommend not to limit upper targets so as to not constrain 
Renewable Energy Developments should they meet the requirements of proper planning and 
sustainable development.  
 
Roscommon County Council has identified three categories in terms of zoning for Wind Energy 
as per Figure 7 of the Appendices of the Renewable Energy Strategy. As per RES Aim 3: ‘Wind 
energy developments will be permitted in areas designated as “Most Favoured” primarily, 
subject to normal planning practices.’ Perhaps some guidance as per the criteria which needs to 
be met for consideration of Wind Energy projects in the other categories in particular the areas 
designated as ‘Less Favoured’ ought to be provided as part of the plan also. These zonings can 
often act as a significant constraint for the development of Wind Energy projects. Outlining a 
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criteria for what may be considered while still respecting the proper planning and sustainable 
development of Roscommon county will serve to benefit both developers and the planning 
authority. A suggested wording for a strategic aim to support appropriate developments in such 
areas is provided below: 
 

“To evaluate wind energy developments in “Less Favoured” areas on the individual 
merits of the site and project, and support such proposals where it can be demonstrated 
that the project is in line with national policy, wind energy guidelines and other policies of 
this strategy.” 

 
Conclusion 
 
The Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021- 2027 should bring forward progressive 
policies and objectives that ensure that Roscommon can deliver its share of the national climate 
change and renewable energy targets intended to decarbonise the Irish economy in line with the 
National Planning Framework and Climate Action Plan. Roscommon Co.Co. must be confident 
its policies and objectives as outlined in the Draft County Development Plan, will be able to deliver 
on those national targets, as it is only through the individual policies, objectives and actions of the 
31 Local Authorities across the country that the national targets can be achieved. This can be 
aided by highlighting specific targets of Renewable Energy for the duration of the plan and beyond 
in an effort to meet national targets of 70% electricity generation from renewable energy sources 
by 2030.   
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