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General;
In general the plan sounds good, however, there are very few specifics except in the areas of roads 
for cars and lorries and planning.

Chapter 3
Housing People and Place;

• 30% is too much growth for any one town over such a relatively short  period . A large 
amount of new incomers to any area leads to dis-identification and a “them” and “us” type 
thinking.  For proper assimilation 20% is enough, the remaining 10% should be redistributed
among other towns and villages, taking 3-4 families each depending upon their current 
population  

• Roscommon needs affordable homes – The council should have a policy of joint ownership 
and rent to buy schemes. This would offer improved quality of life and security for families. 
Payments should be structured to allow parents to have one partner at home with young 
children should they wish.

• It will be better to build at least one new second level school than to increase the size of 
existing schools beyond 500 – 600 pupils because above such levels pupils cease to be 
recognised as individuals which bad for their personal growth and psychology . It also leads 
to problems being overlooked and to the formation of gangs for young people to gain the 
missing identity. This leads to trouble. Young adults need to be in a situation where their 
strengths are recognised and their weaknesses addressed. They spend a lot of their time in 
schools and make lifetime connections there for good or ill so we need to give them all the 
best possible opportunity to feel recognised and appreciated. National schools should be 
smaller because younger children are much more vulnerable. National schools should not 
exceed 200 pupils.

Chapter 4 
Towns and Villages

• Parks. Are only mentioned in connection with tourism but they are essential for well being 
of people who live in the area. In order that trip generation is minimised local parks must be 
provided particularly in outlying housing areas such as the Galway road in Roscommon, 
where some homes are a considerable distance from all facilities .

TV4.19
• “High Quality” add “Safe”

TV 4.8
• It is essential that priority be given by the council to renovating and refurbishing homes that 

they already own BEFORE buying or building new homes. Infil and brown field sites must 
be used before greenfield or town edge sites. The backs of existing buildings where stone 
storage sheds and coach houses exist could be turned into “Muse” type dwellings.

• Where town center living is used adequate safe play space must be included for family units.
No-one wants to be woken up by night life! Late night venues and pubs must be sited away 
from homes.

TV4.5
• Where new homes are built either Council or private, they should be so orientated as to 

maximise passive solar gain to the main living area. This may necessitate that internal 
layouts differ from unit to unit on sites with multiple units and  that roof pitches be aligned 



to facilitate homes fitted with evacuated tube solar panels for water heating. Homes should 
have at minimum, provision for solar PV panels to be fitted. Ideally these should be in place 
as part of the design.

• There are alternatives to regular sewage treatment such as grey water and compost toilet 
combinations, These should be allowed particularly in rural areas of one of or small clusters.

• Trees and hedges should not be cleared in advance of any planning application. 

• Provision of cycleways must be included in new build designs to join the site to the local 
facilities such as schools shops and work places.

Chapter 5
Rural Development and Natural Resources

RD 5.5
• Add “ aid and encourage new markets for local food in suitable locations for each town and 

village.”

Retail
• Construction of new out of town units should be banned.  Levies should be introduced on 

existing units (especially large international multiples) and ring fenced to provide cycleways
and safe cycle parking with space for adult tricycles, bikes with trailers (either for children 
or for shopping), velo-mobiles and “disabled bikes”

Childcare
• Childcare facilities need multiple drop off and collection point parking, because people in 

cars take between 5 and fifteen minutes each to leave children there, especially during these 
times of Covid, when we cannot mix with others and need to wait until the previous person 
has left before going with another child.

Flood Risk
• The Council must dis-allow septic tanks, slurry tanks and diesel/ heating oil storage in a 

wide area around flood lands, to allow for extreme weather events that are expected due to 
climate change. In some cases deep litter bedding and compost toilet systems may be a 
viable alternative. There is no alternative to oil storage. It must be stored in safe area 
because of the enormous pollution potential.

Chapter 6
Economic development

ES 2.3
• Seems to imply that where services already exist they will become overloaded, but where 

they don’t exist or are less they will not be provided or improved to allow for expansion. 
Regional growth towns will generate more trips as people travel to them for work. It would 
be better to encourage one or two employers into smaller towns.

• As with housing Infill and brown field must be used before new greenfield sites are 
considered.

Chapter 7
 Infrastructure Transport and Communications.



 This is one of the few areas that has specific commitments by the council. Unfortunately they all 
relate to standard road traffic and road up grades. 

• The Council must commit to ceasing to use plastic “Disposable” temporary  traffic signs. 
They cause roadside litter when they brake up and micro plastic pollution which can 
endanger wildlife when they are hit by mowers of traffic. Use of metal temporary signs 
should be better controlled with a bar code system for allocation and a date set for their 
collection. Non collection leads to signs regularly being ignored by motorists because the 
signs are there too long.

• Please include some specific places where cycleways or cycle priority will be implemented. 
Cycle priority can be used where roads are not wide enough to permit dedicated cycle lanes.

Waste
• The plan does not mention litter at all!!!!

How do the council plan to combat the problem of roadside litter  and illegal dumping?

• I suggest inclusion of a policy to support and encourage NEiGHBOURHOOD NEATNESS 
GROUPS – volunteers who will litter pick their area . That the council  allocate areas to be 
litter picked by each home or group in neighbourhoods new and old where people are able-
bodied.  The council should advertise that they will provide bags, litter picks and collect the 
rubbish from such groups.

7.10
• Thermal recovery is not a green technology. It is associated with health problems in areas 

where it is used . It concentrates pollutants in the ash and the “chimney scrubbers” (filters). 
No mention is made in the plan of disposal of these. Without a full plan for treatment and 
disposal of highly dangerous pollutants it will be irresponsible of the council to facilitate 
“Thermal Recovery” in Roscommon and would lead to the pollution of our beautiful 
countryside and our green image so used in both tourism and agriculture, two major 
employers of the county.  

• The council must encourage and lead by example in waste reduction. Reduce, re-use repair 
deconstruct into component parts for recycling. Innovative ideas such as the project at 
ROSWIN in Castlerea should be supported, advertised and celebrated. This project should 
be used as an example and other similar projects using different types of material and 
technology should be encouraged in the county. 

7.12
• Says “there are no major pollution threats in the county” More research needs to be done on 

this.
There is a chemical factory on the outskirts of Elphin, If there were a fire or major spill this would 
be a major threat to wildlife, local inhabitants and water supplies. 
We have seen in the Strokestown area in recent years that fuels spills at quarries cause major 
pollution of lakes rivers and water supplies. There are a number of quarries in the county, these all 
constitute pollution threats. 

• Measures need to be in place at the quarries and work places as well as a plan at council 
level for dealing with any such incident. These are only the places that I know of.

• It is the council’s responsibility to properly research and identify any others that may be 
particularly on industrial estates throughout the county and at its boarders where the council 
should have plans with Leitrim, Longford Coco sand Westmeath Coco for jointly dealing 
with incidents.



PLEASE REVIEW DATA ON THIS SECTION

 Chapter 8 Climate Action, Energy and Environment

• E.V’s are not climate friendly. They cause considerable pollution in mining and 
manufacture. There are currently no recycle facilities in Ireland for the batteries . Used 
batteries will constitute a major pollution problem if stored and when recycled  E.V’s are 
green washing. It is better to design places that people can walk or cycle to. It is also better 
for people to take exercise and will reduce demand on our health services.

• “Change buildings from fossil fuel” to what? Electricity in country areas is both unreliable 
and expensive. Much can be done with solar gain, but it will not give us lighting or fuel to 
cook on during the winter months when we need it most.

Hedges. 
• The council must commit to up holding the law and not cutting hedges in the nesting season.

Best practice is not to cut hedgerows until the berries are gone in December or January,. 
Birds and small mammals need the berries as food to carry them through the winter. If they 
are short of food during the autumn they do not survive the hard months of winter, this 
contributes to species decline.

Chapter 12 
Development management standards

• Trees and bushes take up carbon and produce oxygen. The council should commit to best 
practice maintenance, to using native hedging instead of walls or fences (Except in areas 
where drystone walls would be traditional where drystone, not mortared, walls) should be 
used and preferred in planning applications, should re-plant where hedges have died or 
become broken.

• Building and disturbing the earth by digging emits carbon, therefore re-furbishing all 
buildings for reuse should be preferred in all cases to new build.

Pg 106
Effecting Climate Action in Roscommon.
“The main sections where it can be possible influence” 

• Add, Planning ALL New Builds to have maximum passive  solar gain and storage. 
Refurbished buildings to maximise solar gain where possible. - ie add new windows, 
Trombe walls to S. Elevation.

• Use less and switch off lights and electrical equipment in offices at night. Illuminated shop 
signs and street lights to go off at the latest by 2am and re light at the earliest at 5.30am. 
Darkness is important for the seretonin levels of all creatures including humans. Christmas 
lights to be switched on no earlier than 8th December and be switched off 2nd January or 
nearest working day to it. Curfew of 2am still applies.
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