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Dáta|Date    Ár dTag|Our Ref. 
23 December, 2021   TII21-116477 
 
Re.  Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Roscommon County Development Plan, 2021 - 2027 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
TII acknowledges receipt of referral of Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Roscommon County 
Development Plan, 2021 - 2027. The Authority welcomes the Proposed Material Alterations arising from 
consideration of the Authority’s initial submission on the Draft Plan. In relation to other Proposed Material 
Alterations on display, TII outlines the following observations; 
 
Proposed Amendment MA39 
Proposed Policy Objective ITC 7.(TBC) confirms the Councils intention to undertake Local Transport Plans for 
Roscommon Town, Carrick on Shannon and for Boyle and Active Travel Plans for Ballaghaderreen, Castlerea, Elphin 
and Strokestown. 
 
As outlined in TII’s submission on the Draft Plan, TII considers that the preparation of Local Transport Plans should 
be utilised to inform future development objectives and zoning decisions for the towns concerned. TII and the NTA 
have prepared Area Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) Guidance and it is recommended that the Local Transport 
Plans should be undertaken in accordance with this ABTA Guidance. 
 
TII would welcome consultation on the preparation of the Local Transport Plans and Active Travel Plans where 
there may be implications for the strategic national road network in the area. 
 
Chief Executives Report on Submissions received on the Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 
Recommendation No. 38 of the Chief Executives Report recommends that revision to Policy Objective ITC 7.15 of 
the Draft Plan is warranted in order to ensure full alignment with the policy position set out in the Section 28 
Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012).  
 
The proposed revision outlined in the Chief Executives Report recommends the following alteration; 
 

Protect the national road network from inappropriate new access points and the intensification of existing 
accesses onto or adjacent to National Roads in accordance with the requirements of Section 2.5 of Spatial 
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DECLG, 2012) in order to maintain traffic 
capacity, minimise traffic hazard and protect and maximise public investment in such roads. 

 
On reviewing the Proposed Material Alterations on display, it does not appear that the above Chief Executives 
Recommendation has been incorporated into the Material Alterations. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
TII respectfully requests that the Development Plan is amended, prior to adoption, to reflect the recommendations 
included in Recommendation No. 38 of the Chief Executives Report in order to ensure full alignment with the policy 
position set out in the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012) concerning official policy and access to national roads.  
 
TII’s Submission on the Draft Plan 
In addition to the above points, TII made a number of recommendations concerning other elements of the Draft 
Plan that have not resulted in subsequent proposed material alterations. In relation to such proposals, TII advises 
that those initial observations remain the position of the Authority. 
 
In that regard, TII notes the Managers Response concerning objectives related to the Lough Key Area Plan. Having 
regard to the Area Plans reliance on national primary road access, TII acknowledged that the Area Plan identified 
the need to progress development proposals in the area in accordance with the provisions of Section 2.6 of the 
Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoECLG, 2012).  
 
In TII’s opinion, proposals are required to be plan-led and incorporated into the Development Plan/Area Plan prior 
to being used as the basis to support any decisions at planning application stage. TII’s position remains as set out 
in the Authority’s initial submission on the Draft Plan. 
 
Deferring critical policy and road safety considerations to the development management function of the planning 
authority is considered to conflict directly with the provisions of Section 2.6 of the Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial 
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012). As previously outlined, TII 
remains available to assist the Council in the development of proposals for consideration in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 2.6 of the DoECLG Guidelines. 
 
CONCLUSION  
As outlined above, TII acknowledges and welcomes proposed amendments to the Draft Plan that arise following 
the Councils consideration and assessment of TII’s initial submission.  
 
In relation to the Proposed Material Amendments on display, TII respectfully requests that the foregoing 
observations are taken into consideration by the Council prior to finalising the Development Plan. 
 
It is respectfully requested that the above observations are taken into consideration prior to the adoption of the 
Roscommon County Development Plan, 2021 – 2027. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
____________________ 
Michael McCormack 
Senior Land Use Planner 
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