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EDF Renewables Submission to the Consultation on Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft 

Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027  

 

 

Dear Senior Executive Officer, 

 

EDF Renewables is part of one of the world’s largest electricity companies and our investment and 

innovation is bringing down costs for consumers and bringing significant benefits for communities. 

We operate in more than 20 countries around the world. We develop, construct and operate wind 

farms (onshore and offshore), solar and battery storage projects, and have more than 25 years’ 

experience in delivering renewable energy generation.  

 

We have recently opened an office in Dublin and are already in advanced discussions for an onshore 

wind development pipeline of around 800 MW, with aspirations for far greater growth in Ireland 

across all technologies, as can be seen by our acquisition of 50% of the Codling Offshore Wind Farm 

Development, off the East Coast of Ireland and the acquisition of a solar portfolio which now has 

projects under construction. 

 

EDF Renewables would like to thank Roscommon County Council for the opportunity to respond to 

the consultation on Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft County Development Plan 2021-2027. 

This response has been structured to provide feedback on the area of the consultation paper which 

we feel is of the highest relevance, namely Proposed Amendment MA172. 

 

EDF Renewables welcomes the Government’s recently published Climate Action and Low Carbon 

Development (Amendment) Bill1. This aims to set Ireland on the path to net zero carbon emissions 

no later than 2050 and to a 51% reduction in emissions by the end of this decade, in line with the 

Programme for Government2. We support these overarching objectives, which will require a 

 
1 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/984d2-climate-action-and-low-carbon-development-amendment-
bill-2020/  
2 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/984d2-climate-action-and-low-carbon-development-amendment-bill-2020/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/984d2-climate-action-and-low-carbon-development-amendment-bill-2020/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
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substantial increase in low carbon renewable generation in Ireland, including new on- and offshore 

wind, solar and other renewable technologies such as green hydrogen. 

 

While it is recognised that wind energy will not be the only source contributing to decarbonisation 

targets, it should be noted that an SEAI Energy in Ireland 2020 Report3 found that in 2019, electricity 

generated from renewable sources amounted to 11,780 GWh, accounting for 37.6% of gross 

electricity consumption (compared with 33% in 2018). Wind accounted for the largest renewable 

energy generator, furthermore, wind energy was the second largest source of electricity generated 

in 2019 after natural gas.  

 

The Climate Action Plan 20214 (CAP) identifies a need for over 8 GW of onshore wind generation, 

highlighting that Ireland needs to more than double its installed capacity of wind generation. 

Realising the potential of the Irish renewable energy sector is one of the central elements of the CAP 

and it includes a suite of actions to decarbonise the electricity sector and increase the quantity of 

renewable generation, to meet our target of 80% of demand from renewable sources by 2030. 

Accordingly, the CAP presents clear and unequivocal support for the provision of additional 

renewable energy generation, including increased onshore wind energy. 

 

It is therefore critical that the upcoming Roscommon County Council Development Plan (CDP) not 

only provides policy support for additional wind energy and other renewable electricity resources, 

but that its policies and objectives are internally consistent and will facilitate the implementation of 

appropriate additional wind energy infrastructure within the County.  

 

Our primary concern with the Proposed Material Alteration MA172 is that it will impede national and 

regional policy efforts to help Ireland meet its climate action targets. The suggestion that wind 

turbine developments should only be considered at a minimum distance of ten times the height of 

the turbine from residences etc. is a significant departure from the Irish Government’s Wind Energy 

Development Guidelines 20065 and the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines 20196, 

which state that four times turbine tip height to be applied between a wind turbine and the nearest 

point of the curtilage of any residential property in the vicinity of the proposed development, subject 

to a mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres.  

 

Imposing separate criteria from neighbouring counties and national policy will exclude otherwise 

potentially suitable areas for wind energy development. EDF Renewables therefore respectfully 

requests that the Proposed Alteration MA172 is rejected.  

 

 
3 https://www.seai.ie/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-2020.pdf  
4 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/   
5 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f449e-wind-energy-development-guidelines-2006/ 
6 https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9d0f66-draft-revised-wind-energy-development-guidelines-
december-2019/  

https://www.seai.ie/publications/Energy-in-Ireland-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f449e-wind-energy-development-guidelines-2006/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9d0f66-draft-revised-wind-energy-development-guidelines-december-2019/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9d0f66-draft-revised-wind-energy-development-guidelines-december-2019/


edf-re.uk 

We trust you will find the information presented in the correspondence useful in the context of 

preparing the Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027. We would like to thank 

Roscommon County Council for the opportunity to engage on this matter and look forward to 

continuing our work with you in future.  

Should you wish to discuss any of the issues raised in our response or have any queries, please 

contact Stella Burke on stella.burke@edf-re.ie, or me. I confirm that this letter may be published on 

the Roscommon County Council website. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kevin Daly 

Head of Development, EDF Renewables Ireland 

mailto:stella.burke@edf-re.ie
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