
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submission on the Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 

Submission Date: January 14, 2022 3:06 
PM 

 
Name 
Colm Cummins 
 

 
What Proposed Amendment does the submission relate to? 
MA50, MA72 & MA172 
 
 
Submission 
Please see attached submission 
 
 

Or 
 

 
Attached Submission 
ESB SUB ROSCOMMON MA CDP 2021 - 2027_ISSUED.pdf, 0.17MB 
 
Additional Documents? 
No 
 
 



 

1 

 

County Development Plan Review, 

Forward Planning, 

Planning Department,  

Roscommon County Council, 

Áras an Chontae, 

Roscommon. 

F42 VR98 

 

14th January 2022 

Re: Draft Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027 – Material Alterations 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This submission by Electricity Supply Board (ESB), 27 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, is in response to 

an invitation by Roscommon County Council for submissions to the Roscommon Draft County Development 

Plan 2021–2027 Proposed Material Alterations.   

 

While this submission is confined to the Proposed Material Alterations, its content is in the context of our 

earlier submission to the Roscommon County Development Plan 2021-2027.  ESB acknowledge the overall 

ambition of the Draft Plan to reinforce climate change policies. However, some of the proposed Material 

Alterations undermine that position and would make delivery of Government Climate Action Policy and 

achieving legally binding national emissions reduction targets even more difficult.  

 

Proposed Material Alterations 

The Minister of Communications, Climate Action and Environment recently launched Climate Action Plan 

2021.  The Climate Action Plan follows the Climate Act 2021, which commits Ireland to a legally binding 

target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions no later than 2050, and a reduction of 51% by 2030. These 

targets are a key pillar of the Programme for Government. 

 

Among the most critical measures in the Government’s Climate Action Plan is that 80% of electricity will be 

generated by a mix of 5 GW offshore wind, 8 GW onshore wind and 1.5 - 2.5 GW from solar PV. Energy 

storage systems and landside developments for offshore wind and an enhanced electricity Transmission 

and Distribution Grid are essential to achieving these targets.  It represents a significant change for the 

electricity industry and ESB is committed to doing its part in supporting and delivering on the Government’s 

energy policy.   

 

According to the Climate Action Plan 2021, the share of electricity from renewable energy increased almost 

five-fold between 2005 and 2008 – from 7.2% to 33.7%.  Based on SEAI analysis, February 2020 provided 

a record-breaking month with 56% of energy demand met by wind energy, the highest monthly total since 

records began.  In the 12 months to end of January 2020, wind and other renewable sources, hydro, solar 

and biomass accounted for 37% of demand.  These are encouraging trends, but further acceleration of 

deployment is necessary to achieve the Government’s target for 2030.  

 

ESB note the Proposed Amendments MA50 and MA172 in relation to Policy Objective CAEE 8 of the Draft 

CDP and RES AIM 13 in the Draft Wind Energy Strategy.  We wish to highlight that combined, these 

amended objectives, will limit the ability of Roscommon County Council to positively contribute towards our 

national climate action plans and are contrary to established Government guidelines and sustainable 

development policies.  

 

Proposed Amendments MA50 and MA172 
The Climate Action Plan calls for a supportive spatial planning framework for onshore renewable electricity 
generation development.  ESB wish to raise concerns regarding the above amendments that propose to 
increase the minimum distance from residences and schools to wind turbine developments to 10 times the 
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height of the turbine.  A setback of this size will have the effect of seriously diminishing the land area 
potentially available for wind energy projects with consequent implications for the non-attainment of already 
very challenging binding national obligations in relation reducing emissions. 
 
The Government Guidelines on Wind Energy Development (2006) did not set out limits on the height of 

turbines but rather highlighted that the scale of the surrounding landscape should dictate height. However, 

a review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006 has been underway since 2013.  In June 2017 

a “preferred draft approach” was jointly announced between the Dept. of Housing, Planning, Community & 

Local Government (DHPCLG) and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

(DCCAE).  The recently published Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019) has again 

confirmed the “preferred draft approach”. 

The “preferred draft approach” for visual amenity comprises a setback distance of 4 times the tip height 
between a wind turbine and the nearest point of the curtilage of any residential property, subject to 
a mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres.  Setback requirements would also be subject to 
compliance with noise limits. Development policies for wind energy projects should be consistent with 
Government Guidelines and the “preferred approach” as outlined by the Department. 
 
Therefore, proposed Material Alterations MA50 and MA172 should be removed as their inclusion: 

• Is contrary to national policy and Ministerial guidance on wind farm development. 

• Will unnecessarily restrict the potential for wind farm development in the county. 
 
Their inclusion also undermines other supportive wind energy policies in the County Development Plan. 

 

Sustainable Transport - proposed Amendment MA72 
The proposed Amendment MA72 aims to strengthen the existing Roscommon County Council policy of 

promoting electric vehicle charge points. ESB welcome the above initiative to increase the rate of provision 

of charging points for electric cars.  

 

Since our submission to the Draft Plan last year, there has been a change in standards required for EV 

charging infrastructure.  The EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive calls for an increase to 20% for 

the number of parking spaces which should have provision for electric vehicle charging infrastructure and 

sets out standards for various developments.  In preparing the final CDP, an opportunity exists to ensure 

availability is expanded, in line with the new directive so that the County is consistent with National and 

Regional Policy in relation to the provision of electric vehicle infrastructure over the lifetime of the new plan.  

 
Table 1. Proposed EV Charging Point Standards  

EV Charging Points  

Residential multi-unit developments both new 

buildings and buildings undergoing major 

renovations (with private car spaces including 

visitor car parking spaces). 

A minimum of 1 EV charge point space per five car 

parking spaces (ducting for every parking space shall 

also be provided) 

New dwellings with in-curtilage car parking. 
Installation of appropriate infrastructure to enable 

installation of recharging point for EV’s. 

Non-residential developments (with private car 

parking spaces including visitor car parking spaces 

with more than 10 spaces e.g. office developments) 

Provide at least 1 recharging point, and a minimum of 1 

space per five car parking spaces should be equipped 

with one fully functional EV Charging Point. 

Developments with publicly accessible spaces (e.g. 

supermarket car park, cinema etc.) 

Provide at least 1 recharging point, and a minimum of 1 

space per five car parking spaces should be equipped 

with one fully functional EV Charging Point. 
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Therefore, to ensure that the Roscommon County Development Plan increases capacity for the usage of 

electric vehicles to the levels required, we request that the standards as set out in Statutory Instrument No. 

393/2021 – European Union (Energy Performance of Buildings) Regulations 2021 are fully implemented.  

The standards in Table 1 above are consistent with the above Regulation and should be considered for 

inclusion under section 12.24 Roads and Transportation. 

 

Conclusion  

ESB, is building a truly sustainable company by investing in smart networks, renewable energy and 
modernising the generation portfolio.  ESB is implementing energy strategies that support the transition of 
Ireland to a low-carbon and ultimately post-carbon economy to become a competitive, resilient, and 
sustainable region.  We request that due consideration is given to the issues raised in this submission, most 
particularly: 

 

• For the development of wind projects, ESB submit that development policies should be consistent 

with Government Guidelines and the “preferred approach” as outlined by Government Departments, 

DHPCLG and DCCAE, in June 2017 and published Draft Guidelines in 2019.  

 

• That proposed amendments MA50 and MA172 be rejected and proposed Policy Objective CAAE 8 

and RES Aim 13 be removed from the Draft Plan as their inclusion is contrary to national policy and 

Ministerial guidance on wind farm development, inconsistent with national Climate Action Plan 

objectives and undermines other supportive wind energy policies in the plan. 

 

• ESB support for the further amendment of MA72, to ensure the implementation of the latest 

standards consistent with S.I. No. 393/2021. This will support the extension of charge point 

infrastructure to ensure it becomes a comprehensive network of public and domestic charge points 

with open systems and platforms accessible to all supply companies and all types of electric cars.  

 
If we can be of any further assistance, or if you wish to clarify any of the points raised, please do not hesitate 
in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_______________  
Gerard Crowley | Planning and Asset Manager | Group Property and Security, 42 Merrion Sq., Dublin 2. 

| T: +353 1 702 7163 / +353 87 237 4107 | www.esb.ie 
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