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1 INTRODUCTION 

Roscommon County Council has issued proposed amendments/material alterations to the proposed 

2021 – 2027 County Development Plan. This submission relates to the proposed amendments to the 

Renewable Energy Strategy of the Draft Roscommon Development Plan 2021 – 2027.  

2 GREENSOURCE ENERGY – COMPANY BACKGROUND 

Greensource is a renewable energy company with origins on a dairy and poultry farm in 

Shanagolden, County Limerick. The company has grown and diversified over the last twenty years, 

having significant expertise in the planning, construction and operation of renewable energy 

projects in Ireland and abroad. Since inception, the company has played a key role in the 

development of over 150 MW of renewable energy projects in Ireland, playing a significant role in 

further decarbonising the electricity market in this country.  

Greensource has developed a fleet of renewable energy projects including wind and biogas, 

involving one of the first, state of the art farm scale anaerobic digestion plants in Ireland, which has 

been operational since 2010. The GreenGas Anaerobic Digestion Plant developed in Shanagolden, 

County Limerick processes manure and slurry as well as other imported feedstock to convert these 

materials into energy, adding 1MW of renewable electricity generation in Limerick. This plant is one 

of two AD installations operational in Limerick, the second based on the conversion of biogas 

generated from wastewater treatment into electricity. The GreenGas plant would not have been 

developed without the close co-operation of the local authority officials and provided a roadmap for 

the development of farm scale anaerobic digestion plants in Ireland.  

Greensource believes a major focus is required on the benefit to communities in the vicinity of 

renewable energy projects. Greensource has a strong affiliation to community benefit from the 

projects developed, with neighbouring communities having benefitted by in excess of €100,000 to 

date from these projects. The involvement of local communities and the development of community 

renewable energy projects will be key in ensuring renewable electricity targets are achieved. The 

development of small scale (<5MW) community renewable energy projects in Roscommon, on both 

private and commercial lands will provide educational, economic and employment opportunities in 

local communities. The benefits of such an approach are already evident in counties Mayo and 

Tipperary where wind farm projects involving direct community investment in partnership with a 

private development company have been developed. Greensource provided a small advisory role in 

the development phase of the Templederry Community Windfarm in Tipperary and are therefore 

cognisant of the challenges and opportunities present for community renewable energy projects.  

3 POLICY AND LEGISLATION 

3.1 INTERNATIONAL 

Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals and The Paris Agreement on climate change require a 

transformational shift of our economies and societies towards climate resilient and sustainable 

development. In light of the issues of energy security and possible future resource constraints and 
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the issue of global warming, the renewable energy sector looks set to play a bigger role in the 

economic and infrastructural future of our country. 

3.2 EUROPEAN 

The Irish Government supports the ambition within the European Union (The European Green Deal) 

to achieve a net zero target by 2050 and the pathway to 2030 which would be consistent with a net 

zero target by 2030.  

The European Green Deal provides an action plan to 

• Boost the efficient use of resources by moving to a clean, circular economy 
• Restore biodiversity and cut pollution 

The plan outlines investments needed and financing tools available. It explains how to ensure a just 
and inclusive transition. 

The EU aims to be climate neutral in 2050. Reaching this target will require action by all sectors of 
our European country economies, including: 

• Investing in environmentally-friendly technologies 
• Supporting industry to innovate 
• Rolling out cleaner, cheaper and healthier forms of private and public transport 
• Decarbonising the energy sector 
• Ensuring buildings are more energy efficient 
• Working with international partners to improve global environmental standards 

The EU will also provide financial support and technical assistance to help those that are most 
affected by the move towards the green economy. This is called the Just Transition Mechanism. It 
will help mobilise at least €100 billion over the period 2021-2027 in the most affected regions. 

Ireland through its national policies and legislation along with regional and county development 
plans will provide a strong planning framework that will provide a pathway for investment and 
change.  

3.3 NATIONAL  

The transition to a low carbon electricity system, based on renewable energy generation and storage 

is a key pillar of Project Ireland 2040 – National Planning Framework. The requirement for energy 

security and climate action has led to increased focus on renewable energy generation in Ireland. In 

2019, wind generation provided 32.5% of the electricity generated in Ireland, up from 25% in 2017. 

It is well recognised that Ireland has excellent renewable energy resources, with technologies such 

as offshore wind, tidal etc. remaining vastly untapped. Other technologies such as solar have seen 

major developments. The predominant source of renewable energy production in Roscommon 

remains wind generation.  

In order to achieve climate action goals, the development of further renewable energy projects is 

required, along with the diversification of associated technologies. There is an obligation to increase 

reliance from 30% to 70%, adding 12GW of renewable energy capacity (with peat and coal plants 

closing) across the country. There is a requirement to enable community participation in renewable 

generation, along with streamlining consent systems and connection arrangements. The strategic 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/annex-roadmap-and-key-actions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/just-transition-mechanism_en
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location of Roscommon provides substantial opportunities for the further development of onshore 

renewable energy technologies and a support role for offshore technologies, through the national 

grid infrastructure and associated upgrades required to ensure generation can be distributed to 

where it is required. Continued support of renewable energy technologies and associated 

infrastructure is required to ensure local and national needs are met.    

The Climate Action Plan 2019, issued by the Department of Communications, Climate Action & 

Environment recognises that Ireland must significantly step up its commitments to tackle climate 

disruption, with a local authority leadership role required to achieve decarbonisation goals. The 

Climate Action Plan 2019, sets out objectives in relation to renewable electricity: 

• Increase reliance on renewables from 30% to 70% adding 12GW of renewable energy 

capacity (with peat and coal plants closing) with some of this delivered by private contracts. 

• Put in place a coherent support scheme for micro-generation with a price for selling power 

to the grid. 

• Open up opportunity for community participation in renewable generation as well as 

community gain arrangements. 

 

3.4 REGIONAL 

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the North Western Region has policies that relate 

directly to energy infrastructure and renewable energy. These are reproduced below.  

 

Regional Policy Objective 8.1 – The Assembly support the development of a safe, secure and reliable 

electricity network and the transition towards a low carbon economy centred on energy efficiency 

and the growth projects outlined and described in this strategy.  

Regional Policy Objective 8.2 – Support the reinforcement and strengthening of the electricity 

transmission network with particular reference to the regionally important projects contained within 

Table 11.  

This pays particular attention to grid improvement and reinforcement in the region, which will be 

key to ensuring Roscommon reaches its potential in becoming a national leader in the development 

and role out of renewable energy generation systems.  

 

Regional Policy Objective 8.3 – The Assembly support the necessary integration of the transmission 

network requirements to allow linkages with renewable energy proposals at all levels to the 

electricity transmission grid in a sustainable and timely manner.  

 

Regional Policy Objective 8.4 – That reinforcement and new electricity transmission infrastructure 

are put in place and their provision is supported, to ensure the energy needs of future population 

and economic expansion within designated growth areas and across the region can be delivered in a 

sustainable and timely manner and that capacity is available at local and regional scale to meet 

future needs. Ensure that development minimises impacts on designated areas.  

 

Regional Policy Objective 8.7 – Encourage and support innovative partnerships extending the gas 



 Development Plan Submission January 2022 

 

  
4 

 

network in the region, including the potential for gas to grid injection facilities along with anaerobic 

digestion facilities.  

  

Regional Policy Objective 9.4 – Create Resilient Places and Low-Carbon Infrastructure by:  

a). Managing Natural Resources through adhering to the principles of the circular economy, monitor 

air quality through the use of smart technologies, with the overall aim of improving air quality and to 

protect local ecosystems through the management of our natural capital. 

b). Transitioning to a Low Carbon Economy through a presumption against development in areas 

vulnerable to flooding and rising sea levels, continuing to assess the probability of risk from all 

sources of flooding, and working with relevant stakeholders in both the assessment and delivery of 

any mitigation responses required; Furthermore, pursue the generation of renewable energies and 

their local applications through, for example, green infrastructure planning, innovative design 

solutions, the promotion of energy-efficient buildings and homes. 

c). Diversifying Energy Resources by promoting and facilitating the development of the wider North 

West region as a Centre of Excellence for renewable energy and innovation and establishing a 

sustainable energy strategy for the City Region that pursues continued investment in the resilience 

and security of electricity networks and infrastructure, and the development of a diverse energy 

portfolio, harnesses the expertise of technological research and training among the region’s 

institutions of higher education, growing the development of a skilled workforce in all aspects of 

energy generation including linking employment opportunities in the emerging renewable energy 

field to workers displaced from other economic sectors.  

4 ROSCOMMON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2021 – 2027: MATERIAL ALTERATIONS 

4.1 RES AIM 13 

“That wind turbine developments should only be considered at a minimum distance of 10 times the 

height of the turbine from residences, schools, etc.” 

This proposed alteration is in blatant contradiction to the still-current 2006 Wind Energy Planning 

Guidelines, the Draft Revised Wind Energy Planning Guidelines 2019 and the ambitions of the 

Government’s Climate Action Plan 2021.  

If such a requirement were to be applied across the country, there is no possible way the 

Government’s Climate Action Plan ambitions to install a further 4,000MW of wind onshore could be 

achieved. If adopted as proposed, Roscommon County Council will be in breach of what is a national 

requirement for all planning authorities to implement development management policies that 

facilitate the delivery of the ambitions of the National Development Plan 2021-2030 and the 2021 

Climate Action Plan. 

The Draft Renewable Energy Strategy that accompanies the Draft Roscommon County Development 

Plan states:  
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“Having regard to the geographical location and the nature of the underlying geology of 

Roscommon, it is recognised that wind energy development currently offers one of the most viable 

vehicles for renewable energy production in the county.” 

This clearly is at odds as to the proposed amendment relating to a minimum distance of 10 times the 

height of the turbine from residences, schools, etc. If such an amendment is implemented, no 

further wind energy developments will be possible in the county given the attrition rate of potential 

sites.  

5 CONCLUDING STATEMENT 

Greensource is one of the leading innovative energy companies in the South West of Ireland and has 

a clear focus on being one of the drivers for change in the transition to a low carbon economy. In 

order for that to happen, companies like Greensource need clear pathways through planning and 

development as the typical timeline from identifying a potential site to the day it is energised can be 

between 3 and 8 years subject to factors like Judicial Review proceedings. In that regard the County 

Development Plan becomes a key instrument for industry to follow and be guided by as we move 

forward in time. 

Greensource urge the reconsideration of the proposed amendments to the Renewable Energy 

Strategy for the period 2021 – 2027, to bring the requirements in line with national policy and the 

requirements to transition to a low carbon economy.  
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