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WHY GET INVOLVED?
Given that the new Boyle Local Area Plan will set out the
policy framework for the development of the town, it
should reflect the needs and ambitions of all residents
and the business community of Boyle.
It is important that you have your say on the key issues
which will shape the town, including on topics such as land
use, economic development, renewal and regeneration,
protection of environmental and heritage qualities, and
climate change.
This Issues Paper represents the first step in preparing the
new LAP. The paper presents a broad overview of the main
issues of consideration and poses a number of questions.
The Issues Paper is intended to provoke thought and
encourage discussion and involvement from the general
public as we plan for the future development of Boyle. Your
input from this early stage onwards is an important part of
the plan preparation process.
Get involved, make a submission, keep up to date on the
plan making process at Boyle Local Area Plan 2023-2029
and via Twitter @BOYLELAP2023_2029

Making a Submission

Deadline

Website: https://www.rosdevplan.ie

The deadline for
making submissions is
4:30 pm Friday 29th
July 2022

In writing: Forward Planning,
Planning Department,
Roscommon County
Council,
Áras an Chontae,
Roscommon
F42 VR98

CONTEXT OF THE LOCAL AREA PLAN
The Local Area Plan does not exist in a vacuum. It is the local level policy expression
within a policy hierarchy, which includes national, regional and county level plans.
The LAP will be set within a hierarchy of Plans guided at national level by the National
Planning Framework (NPF), at regional level by the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy (RSES) for the Northern and Western Regional Assembly area and at local level
by the recently adopted Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028. The diagram
below demonstrates the position of the LAP in the overall hierarchy of the Irish Planning
System, including its interlinkages with and obligations to adhere to EU and national
legislation and policy.

STAGES OF THE LOCAL AREA PLAN
The Issues Paper and the associated public
consultation is the first stage in the preparation of
the Local Area Plan.
There are three distinct stages in the plan
preparation process, with public consultation
undertaken and submissions welcomed at each
stage.
Submissions
Period

Stage 1
Pre-Draft

Stage 2
Draft LAP

Stage 3
Proposed
Material
Alterations to
Draft LAP

Non-statutory
Public
Consultation
(Issues Paper)

Consideration of submissions received and preparation
of the Draft Boyle Local Area Plan

Public
Consultation
(Draft Plan)

Chief Executive's
Report on
Submissions
received on
Draft LAP

Consideration of
Chief Executive's
Report by
Members

Adoption of LAP
or
Making of
Proposed
Material
Alterations

Public
Consultation
(Material
Alterations to
Draft LAP)

Chief Executive's
Report on
Submissions
received on
Material
Alterations to
Draft LAP

Consideration of
Chief Executive's
Report by
Members

Adoption/Making
of Plan

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
The Local Area Plan will be the subject of three environmental assessments:
Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA)

Appropriate
Assessment (AA)

Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment (SFRA)

The assessments will cumulatively consider the potential effects of the Plan on the
environment, habitats and species protected by EU designation.

THE VISION FOR BOYLE
Boyle is one of the principal towns in County Roscommon and has been designated as a
‘Self-Sustaining Growth Town >2000 Population’ in the Roscommon County Development
Plan 2022-2028 which came into effect in April 2022. The town is strategically located
relative to the Regional Growth Centre of Sligo and the Key Towns of Roscommon and
Carrick-on-Shannon.

EXISTING VISIONS
“Re-vitalise Boyle through the encouragement of new business and commercial
development to an expanded town core, and through the development of a greater
awareness of the rich heritage value and unique attributes of the town and
surrounding area. Boyle will be an attractive and vibrant town which capitalises on
its distinct character and the unique advantage of its proximity to Lough Key
Forest Park and maximises the potential of the town to become sustainable,
dynamic and resourceful tourism destination. The town will develop a.”nd enhance
existing local facilities, services and amenities to their fullest in order to create a
sustainable and inclusive community for all.”
Vision in the Boyle Local Area Plan 2015-2021

“Ensuring, through collaboration and the
provision of strong leadership in
partnership with the community, that
County Roscommon is an attractive,
inclusive, prosperous and vibrant place to
live, invest, work and visit.”
‘Our Mission’ – Roscommon County Council
Corporate Plan 2019-2024

KEY QUESTIONS
What is your vision for Boyle?
What could the Local Area Plan target to assist in achieving this vision?
How can the unique assets and characteristics of the town be enhanced and
developed to ensure a unique sense of place?

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES FOR THE FUTURE GROWTH
AND DEVELOPMENT OF BOYLE
Strategic Objectives for the future growth and development of Boyle are set out in
the recently adopted Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028. The Local
Area Plan will be developed in accordance with the objectives set out below:
 Promote the development of Boyle as a driver of economic growth for the North
Roscommon region and fulfil its role as a designated Self-Sustaining Growth Town.
 Support the expansion of a range of services and facilities available to residents
and the wider rural hinterland.
 Implement the objectives of the ‘Boyle 2040’ Town Enhancement Plan to deliver
and the regeneration and redevelopment of the town centre.
 Maximise the potential of developing Boyle as a tourist destination by facilitating
the expansion of tourist attractions and developing a coordinated tourism
product based on existing amenities within the town and its rural environs.

KEY QUESTIONS

What do you think is needed for Boyle to deliver on the strategic
objectives set out above?

Where should investment to steered to enable the growth of Boyle?
How can the town improve further, to make it an attractive place to
live, work and invest in?

Population and Housing
The Core Strategy of the adopted Roscommon County Development Plan 20222028 provides for a population allocation of 514 persons for Boyle over the plan
period, which equates to approximately 190 new homes.
A key part of the LAP is to identify an appropriate amount of land in the correct
locations to meet housing and population targets. The Core Strategy also outlines
the requirement to provide 57 of those homes on brownfield / infill sites in the
town.
Future housing supply in the town must be provided in a sustainable manner,
aligning with the vision of the National Planning Framework and the provisions of
the Core Strategy of the County Development Plan.

Extract from Table 2.2 – Core Strategy Allocations (Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028)

KEY QUESTIONS
Where should new housing be developed in Boyle in order to cater for an
increased population?
What type and size of new housing is needed in Boyle in order to ensure
the needs of different groups are adequately catered for (for example, the
elderly, mobility impaired, first time buyers, single person households etc.)
How should we seek to integrate the established residential areas with
new development that may occur in the surrounding areas?
How can land be developed for residential and other developments in a
way that promotes compact and sustainable growth?

COMPACT GROWTH, TOWN CENTRE AND
REGENERATION
The sustainable growth of compact urban settlements is one of the
main priorities of the National Planning Framework (NPF), RSES
and the RCDP 2022-2028, with particular emphasis on the
regeneration and repopulation of town centres.
A combination of private sector and public regeneration projects in the built
environment and public realm can reinvigorate town centres, creating
distinctive urban quarters which are vibrant throughout the day and night.
In order to achieve this, there is a need to reimagine the town centre of Boyle
to return it to a thriving place at the heart of community life and increase its
attractiveness as a focal point where a community can interact.

KEY QUESTIONS

How can this land use plan help to revitalise and regenerate the town
centre?
How can this plan address vacancy rates and encourage property owners to
bring vacant units back into use?
What alternative uses are suitable in vacant retail units in the town centre?
What measures could be taken to encourage you to live in the town
centre?
Are there particular areas of the town centre that should be identified for
regeneration?
How can Boyle successfully accommodate new housing in a compact and
sustainable form?

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM
Economic development and tourism are key to the vitality and
sustainability of Boyle and any new development or expansion of
existing facilities needs to be carefully planned and managed to ensure
an appropriate mix of facilities, at the proper scale suitable for the
lands.
The Local Area Plan will establish a framework which facilitates and
promotes economic growth. Collaboration between the business
community and national agencies will also be an important element.
A key focus for the Local Area Plan will be ensure that the conditions for
the creation of new enterprise and innovation are embraced, developed
and encouraged to facilitate a diversity of employment opportunities,
promote inward investment and commerce in Boyle.

KEY QUESTIONS
What are the economic strengths and competitive advantages of Boyle?
How can this Local Area Plan support the development of the tourism
potential of Boyle?
Are there specific areas of tourism that should be targeted e.g. heritage,
leisure, activity based tourism, enhanced links to Lough Key Forest and
Activity Park?
In addition to tourism, what other type of industry / employment
opportunities should be encouraged?
How can the Local Area Plan support and facilitate new business /
employment opportunities e.g. identify brownfield / underutilised areas
where economic opportunities could be accommodated?

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
The integration of land-use planning and transportation can
help to reduce the need to travel and can facilitate more
sustainable urban development by shaping the pattern of
that development.
The Roscommon County Development 2022-2028 identifies this
integration as a guiding principle in planning for the compact growth of
the settlements of the county. This will be a key consideration in how we
plan for the future development of Boyle. This Local Area Plan will include
the zoning of lands at appropriate locations, which are capable of being
served by more sustainable modes of transport.
The Plan will be developed to promote reduced car dependency and
increased movement by alternative modes, including public transport and
walking and cycling networks, all of which is fundamental in creating more
for sustainable communities and addressing climate change.
The transition to more sustainable forms of transportation will have
positive impacts on the economic, social and physical development of
Boyle and will be an important factor in contributing to a reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions.

KEY QUESTIONS
How can the Local Area Plan promote and encourage reduced car dependency
in and around Boyle?
l
How can we make the town centre a safer place for pedestrians, cyclists and
vehicle users?
Are there areas of the town that would benefit from new / improved walking
routes, cycle ways or roadways in order to create better infrastructure links
and connections?
What do you consider are the main infrastructural deficiencies which may
hinder the future sustainable development of Boyle?

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY,
AND ENVIRONMENT
The way in which towns like Boyle develop into
the future can have a huge impact at a local level
on reducing the impacts of climate change.
A key component of environmental management is the issue of
climate change, which is now emerging as one of the most significant
global challenges for the planet in the 21st century. The Local Area
Plan will be prepared against the backdrop of the on-going need to
address this.
Measures to promote reduced travel, encourage passive solar design
and energy efficient buildings, promoting waste reduction and the reuse of existing building stock can all have a beneficial impact in
addressing climate change.
Management of areas prone to flooding must be addressed and in
addition to related land use zoning identification, the Local Area Plan
will also identify measures to minimise the potential for flooding.

KEY QUESTIONS

How can the plan support our transition to a low carbon climate resilient and
environmentally sustainable economy?
What forms of renewable energy should be encouraged for use at
commercial, industrial and residential developments?
What measures should be included in the Plan to deal with flood risk?

HERITAGE AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Protection of the built and natural heritage of Boyle will be a key focus of the
Local Area Plan.
Boyle has the benefit of a significant architectural and archaeological heritage,
with a large number of Protected Structures, including prestigious landmarks
such as Boyle Abbey and King House. Much of the town core is included within
the currently designated Architectural Conservation Area (ACA). The Local
Area Plan will be developed to ensure the protection of the rich heritage of
the town, alongside facilitating new development and appropriate redevelopment opportunities.
Green infrastructure refers to the interconnecting network of high quality
natural or semi natural areas that sustain environmental quality and enrich the
quality of life. A strong green infrastructure network can also be beneficial from
an economic perspective and has the potential to enhance the town and attract
more people to live, work and invest in Boyle.

KEY QUESTIONS
How can Boyle benefit from the rich built heritage of the town?
How can the build heritage of Boyle be adequately protected while
accommodating the future development needs of the town?
How can the Plan encourage the reuse and regeneration of protected
structures in the town?
How can this Plan support the protection, conservation and enhancement
of natural heritage and biodiversity?
What type of green infrastructure would Boyle benefit from?

SOCIAL, COMMUNITY AND
CULTURAL FACILITIES
Community infrastructure plays a vital role in
contributing to the quality of life for all.
The physical environment of Boyle should develop in
a way that it facilitates the healthy functioning of sustainable
community and cultural life. Services and amenities including
crèches, schools, healthcare, recreation and other community
facilities should be provided in tandem with residential
development.
The provision of an adequate level of community facilities
and amenities in Boyle, at appropriate locations to meet the
current and future needs of the local community will be a
priority in the new Local Area Plan. High-quality open spaces
and amenity areas are essential components of sustainable
communities and a good quality of life.

KEY QUESTIONS
Does the existing range of community facilities and amenities adequately
cater for the needs of the existing and future populations in Boyle?
Are there sufficient recreation and amenity areas in Boyle?
Are there areas of the town that would benefit from public realm
improvements (e.g. public spaces, seating and amenity areas etc.)?
Are community and recreation facilities accessible by younger and older
residents and people with disabilities?

