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What is a Local Area Plan? 
 
 

A Local Area Plan (LAP) is a statutory land use plan, 
prepared in accordance with Sections 18-20 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). The 
LAP will provide a framework for the future 
development of the area, which will facilitate new 
residential development, increased economic 
development and employment generation, the renewal 
and regeneration of key areas, and improved social and 
community facilities, all of which will be balanced 
alongside environmental protection obligations. The 
plan will include detailed planning policy objectives and 
land use zoning provisions, and will be in the form of a 
written statement and accompanying maps. A Local 
Area Plan is required to be consistent with the strategic 
development framework already established in the 
County Development Plan. 

The preparation of the Roscommon Town Local Area 
Plan will be informed by a process of public 
participation and consultation. 

The strategic aim of the Roscommon LAP is to create a 
development based framework which will serve to 
meet the needs of the town and its surrounding 
hinterland over the six year life of the plan and beyond. 

 
The LAP will also be informed by and accompanied by a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment, Appropriate 
Assessment and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. 



WHY GET INVOLVED? 
 

 
Given that the new Roscommon Town Local Area Plan will set out the 
policy framework for the development of the town, it should reflect the 
needs and ambitions of all residents and the business community of 
Roscommon. 

It is important that you have your say on the key issues which will shape the 
town, including on topics such as land use, economic development, renewal 
and regeneration, protection of environmental and heritage qualities, and 
climate change. 

This Issues Paper represents the first step in preparing the new LAP. The 
paper presents a broad overview of the main issues of consideration and 
poses a number of questions. The Issues Paper is intended to provoke 
thought and encourage discussion and involvement from the general public 
as we plan for the future development of Roscommon town. Your input 
from this early stage onwards is an important part of the plan preparation 
process. 

Get involved, make a submission, keep up to date on the plan making 
process at Roscommon Local Area Plan 2023-2029 and via Twitter 
@ROSTOWNLAP2023_2029  

 
 

 

Making a Submission 
Website: https://www.rosdevplan.ie 

In writing: Forward Planning, 
Planning Department, 
Roscommon County Council, 
Aras an Chontae, 
Roscommon, 
F42 VR98 

Deadline 

The deadline for 
making submissions 
is 4.30 pm 
Friday 29th July 2022 



CONTEXT OF THE LOCAL AREA PLAN 
The Local Area Plan does not exist in a vacuum. It is the local level policy expression 
within a policy hierarchy which includes national, regional and county level plans. 

The LAP will be set within a hierarchy of Plans guided at national level by the National 
Planning Framework (NPF), at regional level by the Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategy (RSES) for the Northern and Western Regional Assembly area and at local level 
by the recently adopted Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028. The diagram 
below demonstrates the position of the LAP in the overall hierarchy of the Irish planning 
system, including its interlinkages with and obligations to adhere to EU and national 
legislation and policy. 
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STAGES OF THE LOCAL AREA PLAN 
The Issues Paper and the associated public consultation is 
the first stage in the preparation of the Local Area Plan. 

There are three distinct stages in the plan preparation 
process, with public consultation undertaken and 
submissions welcomed at each stage. 

 

 
 Submissions 

Period 

 

Stage 1 

Pre-Draft 

Non-statutory 
Public 
Consultation 
(Issues Paper) 

 
Consideration of submissions received and preparation 
of the Draft Roscommon Town Local Area Plan 

   

Stage 2 
 
Draft LAP 

 
Public 
Consultation 
(Draft Plan) 

Chief Executive's 
Report on 
Submissions 
received on 
Draft LAP 

 
Consideration of 
Chief Executive's 
Report by 
Members 

Adoption of LAP 
or 
Making of 
Proposed 
Material 
Alterations 

     

 

Stage 3 
 
Proposed 
Material 
Alterations to 
Draft LAP 

 
 
Public 
Consultation 
(Material 
Alterations to 
Draft LAP) 

 
Chief Executive's 
Report on 
Submissions 
received on 
Material 
Alterations to 
Draft LAP 

 

 
Consideration of 
Chief Executive's 
Report by 
Members 

 
 

 
Adoption/Making 
of Plan 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
The Local Area Plan will be the subject of three environmental assessments: 

 
 

 

The assessments will cumulatively consider the potential effects of the Plan on 
the environment, habitats and species protected by EU designation. 

Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) 

Appropriate 
Assessment (AA) 

Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment (SFRA) 



 
THE VISION FOR ROSCOMMON TOWN 
Roscommon town has been designated as a Key Town in the Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Northern and Western Region Assembly area. 
The town is strategically located relative to the Galway Metropolitan Area and the 
Regional Growth Centres of Athlone and Sligo. 

In a county context, Roscommon is the county town, the largest settlement and 
one of the primary growth centres of the county. 

 
 

EXISTING VISIONS 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Roscommon town will be an attractive and vibrant town which continues to support 
a large rural community. It will capitalise on its strategic role as the County Town to help 
stimulate the economy and employment growth in the area. The town will cater for the 
needs of its citizens, both young and old, and will be known for its enhanced quality of 
life as well as a high quality built and natural environment. The town will develop and 
enhance existing local facilities, services and amenities to their fullest in order to create 
a vibrant, sustainable and inclusive community for all” 

 
Roscommon Town Local Area Plan 2014 – 2020 

“Ensuring, through collaboration and the provision of strong 
leadership in partnership with the community, that County 
Roscommon is an attractive, inclusive, prosperous and vibrant place 
to live, invest, work and visit.” 

 
‘Our Mission’ – Roscommon County Council Corporate Plan 2019 - 2024 

KEY QUESTIONS 

 What is your vision for Roscommon town? 

  

 What could the Local Area Plan target to assist in achieving this vision? 

  

 How can the unique assets and characteristics of the town be enhanced and 
developed to ensure a sense of place? 

 



 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES FOR THE FUTURE GROWTH 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF ROSCOMMON TOWN 
Strategic Objectives for the future growth and development of Roscommon town are set 
out in the recently adopted Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028. The Local 
Area Plan will be developed in accordance with the objectives set out below: 

 
 To ensure that the growth planned for the town up to 2030 and beyond occurs in a 

sustainable and sequential manner, while prioritising a low carbon, compact, 
consolidated and connected pattern of development. 

 To develop Roscommon as a vibrant and culturally rich town supported by an 
inclusive sustainable residential community. 

 To create a distinct sense of place and community in which people will continue to 
choose to live, work, do business and visit.  

 Movement, connectivity and permeability to key destinations within the town and 
wider region will be prioritised and a greater emphasis on safe active transport 
routes and an enhanced public transport network. 

 To deliver and facilitate the regeneration and redevelopment of Core Regeneration 
Areas in tandem with a radically improved public realm and rejuvenated town 
centre while having regard to and optimising the heritage assets of the town. 

 To enhance and build on Roscommon’s role as the primary location in the county 
for the service and administration sector.  
 

 

 What do you think is needed for Roscommon town to deliver on the 
strategic objectives set out above?  

  
 Where should investment to steered to enable the growth of 

Roscommon town?  
       
 How can the town improve further, to make it an attractive place to 

live, work and invest in? 
 

 



         POPULATION AND HOUSING 
The Core Strategy of the Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028 provides 
for a population allocation of 1,608 persons for Roscommon town over the plan 
period, which equates to a requirement for approximately 600 new homes. 

A key part of the LAP is to identify sufficient amounts of land in appropriate locations 
to meet population and housing targets. The Core Strategy also outlines the 
requirement to provide for 30% (180) of the required new homes on brownfield/infill 
sites in the town. 

Future housing supply in the town must be provided in a sustainable manner, aligning 
with the vision of the National Planning Framework and provisions of the Core Strategy 
of the County Development Plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Extract from Table 2.2 – Core Strategy Allocations (Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028) 
 
 
 
 

KEY QUESTIONS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Where should new housing be developed in Roscommon town? 

What is the best way to accommodate the future housing needs of 
Roscommon, to ensure that the needs of different groups of people i.e. elderly, 
mobility impaired, first time buyers, families and single people can be 
adequately catered for? 

How should we seek to integrate the surrounding established residential areas 
with the new development areas being created? 

How can we develop lands for residential and other developments in a way that 
promotes compact and sustainable urban growth? 



TOWN CENTRE AND REGENERATION 
In order to attract and encourage people to live in Roscommon 
town, the quality of the urban environment, as well as the quality 
of the residential units provided needs to offer an attractive 
alternative to rural one off dwellings and suburban type 
residences. With an appropriate vision and planning, this can be 
achieved in a sustainable and compact form. 

A combination of private sector and public regeneration projects in the built 
environment and public realm can reinvigorate the town centre and create 
distinctive urban quarters which are vibrant throughout the day and night. 

In order for achieve this, there is a need to build on the recent work done in 
renewing the town centre, in order to ensure that it thrives as a place at the 
heart of community life and that its attractiveness as the focal point of the 
town continues to be strengthened. 

 
 
 
 

KEY QUESTIONS 
 

 
  How can this land use plan help to continue to revitalise and regenerate the 

town centre? 
 

    

  How can this land use plan help to reduce vacancy rates and to retain and 
attract new uses within the town centre? 

 

    

  Are there particular areas of the town centre that should be identified for 
development/redevelopment? 

 

    
  What measures could be taken to encourage you to live in the town centre?  
  
  What alternative uses are suitable in vacant retail units in the town centre?  
  
  How can the town centre of Roscommon be made more attractive and vibrant?  



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Economic development is key to the progress and 
development of any town. Any expansion of existing facilities 
needs to be carefully planned and managed to ensure an 
appropriate mix of facilities, at a scale suitable for the lands. 

This is best achieved through collaboration between the business 
community and national agencies. The Local Area Plan will establish a 
framework which facilitates and promotes economic growth. 

The town provides almost 4,000 jobs and hosts a wide range of 
businesses. Roscommon is ideally placed to benefit from further 
expansion opportunities to accommodate enterprise start-ups and 
growth. 

Consistent with the County Development Plan, it will be a strategic 
objective of this Local Area Plan to enhance and build on the role of 
Roscommon town as the primary location in the county for the service 
and administration sector. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY QUESTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  What are the economic strengths and competitive advantages of Roscommon? 

What type of industry/employment opportunities should be encouraged and 
where should they be located? 

 
  How can the Local Area Plan support and facilitate new business and employment? 

Are there specific areas of tourism that should be targeted e.g. heritage, leisure, 
activity based tourism, and how can the Local Area Plan facilitate this? 



SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 
The integration of land-use planning and transportation can help 
reduce the need to travel and can facilitate more sustainable 
urban development by shaping the pattern of development. 

The Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028 identifies this 
integration as a guiding principle in planning for the compact growth of the 
settlements of the county. This will be a key consideration in how we plan for 
the future development of Roscommon town. 

The Local Area Plan for Roscommon will zone lands for future development 
at appropriate locations which can be served by more sustainable modes of 
transport, with reduced car dependency and greater accessibility by 
alternative modes, including public transport and walking and cycling 
networks. 

The transition to more sustainable forms of transportation will have positive 
impacts on the economic, social and physical development of Roscommon 
town and will be an important factor in contributing to a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
 

KEY QUESTIONS 
 
 

How can the Council best promote and support a modal shift towards more 
sustainable modes of transport? 

 

How can we make the town centre a safer place for pedestrians, cyclists and 
vehicle users? 

 

How can cycle and pedestrian movement be encouraged and maximised 
throughout the town? 

 

Are there areas of the town that would benefit from new or improved footpaths, 
cycle ways and roadways, links and connections? 



CLIMATE CHANGE 
The way in which towns like Roscommon develop into the 
future can have a huge impact at a local level on reducing the 
effects of climate change. 

Measures such as promoting reduced travel, encouraging passive solar 
design and energy efficient buildings, promoting waste reduction and the 
re-use of existing building stock can all have a significant impact on this. 

The Local Area Plan will be prepared against the backdrop of the on-going 
need to address climate change. It will also build on Roscommon County 
Council’s selection of Roscommon town as the first Decarbonisation Zone 
in the county, which will serve as an exemplar model for best practice in 
the context of decarbonisation, green infrastructure and energy efficiency. 

Management of areas prone to flooding must be addressed and in addition 
to related land use zoning identification, the Local Area Plan will also 
identify measures to minimise the potential for flooding. In addition, the 
Plan will include policy objectives to support the reduction of the impacts 
of climate change, promote energy conservation and encourage greater 
use of renewable energy sources/technologies. 

 
 
 
 

KEY QUESTIONS 
 
 
 

How can we increase awareness and reduce the impacts of climate change on 
Roscommon town? 

 

What forms of renewable energy could be used for residential and commercial 
properties? 

 

What measures should be included in the Plan to deal with flood risk? 



KEY QUESTIONS

HERITAGE AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
Protection of the built and natural heritage forms an important 
element in the preparation of Local Area Plans. Built heritage, 
the landscape, natural environment, and biodiversity are all 
valuable resources, which can be vulnerable to the effects of 
new development. 

There is a designated Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) as well as a 
large number of Protected Structures in Roscommon town. The Local Area 
Plan will be developed to ensure the protection of the rich built heritage 
of the town, alongside facilitating new development and sensitive re- 
development opportunities. 

Green infrastructure is the interconnecting network of high quality 
biodiversity areas that sustains environmental quality and enriches quality 
of life. A strong green infrastructure network can also be beneficial from 
an economic perspective, and has the potential to enhance the town, and 
attract more people to live, work and invest in the area. 

 

KEY QUESTIONS 
 
 
 
 

How can the landscape, natural and built heritage, green infrastructure and 
local biodiversity areas be suitably protected while accommodating the 
development needs of the town? 

 

How can this LAP encourage the utilisation and enhancement of existing amenity 
areas to provide for both passive and active recreation? 

 

How can we integrate a Green Infrastructure approach to the lands and have it 
incorporated into any new developments? 

 

How can the LAP encourage the reuse and regeneration of protected structures 
and older vacant structures located in the town centre area? 



 


